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Women at Worship 

1 Timothy 2:9-15 
  
  
Women are called to worship.  They are called to avoid distracting fashion trends and the example of 
Eve in the garden, while honoring God through their adornment of good works. 
  
This is a highly debated passage.  Much theological debate between egalitarians and 
complementarians.  Godly people disagree. 
  

Still applies today – creation and fall (transcendent historical events); 1 Tim. 3:15 
  
Context of 1 Timothy: Set things in order – 1 Tim. 3:15 
  

False teaching; distracting church from its purpose 
  

God’s purpose – church adorn the gospel; He wants all to be saved 
  
Message to the Men – pray like this … 
Message to the Women – worship like this … 
  

I.    Let God shine (draw attention to God, not to ourselves) – 2:9-10 
  
A. Distracting “adornment” 

  
Provocative, excessively expensive 
  
Driven by cultural standards (styles current in pagan courts and with prostitutes); a fashion 
show 
  
Are you dressing for the Lord? 
  

B. Glorifying “adornment” – 2:9 
  
-   “proper” clothing:  orderliness; “cosmetic” comes from this word; cosmos; celebration of 

the beauty of God’s creation of woman 
-   modesty, decency 
-   self-control, sound thinking 
  
Not advising no adornment 

  
Similar language used of the Bride of Christ – Rev. 21:2 
  



good works – Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father who is in heaven 
  
Preoccupation with the inner person; 1 Peter 3:3 
  

II.  Learn in humility – 2:11-12 
  
Motivation – desirous to learn 
  
Attitude/demeanor – stillness; quiet spirit 
  
“But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet.” 
—1 Timothy 2:12 
  
Not saying women should never speak or never teach 

-   Timothy instructed by his mother and grandmother 
-   Older women teach younger women 
-   Priscilla instructed Apollos, a pastor 
  
1 Cor. 11; women participated in worship services; retained submissive attitude toward 
authority 
  

Setting: gathered worship 
  
Women in Ephesus vulnerable to false teachers – 1 Tim. 5 
  
Women not educated or trained in 1st century 
  

Applies principle to all churches 
  

III. Beware the influence of Eve – 2:13-15 
  
Explanation: “For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve.” 

  
1 Cor. 11:8-9; woman created for man 
  
“For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man; for indeed man was not 
created for the woman’s sake, but woman for the man’s sake.” 
—1 Corinthians 11:8-9 
  
Why was Adam first?  Why not Eve?  Why not simultaneously? 
  
God created man and woman in His image; image incomplete until creation of woman; man 
and woman in relationship; 2 became 1 
  
Husband-wife to reflect image; Trinity 
  
Trinity is THE ideal relationship 



  
Genesis 2 – one flesh; naked and unashamed; no barrier 
  
Satan attacked the union 
  

“And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being completely deceived, fell into 
transgression.” 

  
Satanic attack on women in Ephesian church – 1 Tim. 5:15; 4:1; 2 Tim. 3:6-7 
  
Similar to the attack on Eve 
  
Genesis 3:1-5 

  
Satan’s lie: God is withholding something good; if you reject your place under God and 
your husband, life will be better 
  
Eve acted independently; Adam acted passively 
  
Cursed – not because of Eve’s transgression; Adam in authority 
  
Gen. 3:13; 3:16 
  
Curse – authority struggle in the home 
  

Men and women both susceptible to deceit 
  
Men and women both struggle with submission 

  
-   We want to be God 
-   We have been under bad authority figures 
  

Women to remain in submission in church and home not because they are inferior, less 
intelligent, less valuable or less gifted.  Reflection of the ideal relationship between Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit 
  

“But she will be saved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and 
sanctity with self-restraint.” 
  
Interpretive options 

  
Saved 

Spiritual (from consequences of sin) 
Physical (from pain and danger of childbirth) 
  

Through childbirth 
Birth of Messiah 
Childbearing in general 



  
Possible translations: 

-   Women will be saved (from the penalty of sin) by having a baby(ies) 
  
-   In spite of the curse, faithful Christian women will be kept safe while giving birth to children 
  
-   She (Eve and all other women) will be saved (from the penalty of sin) by the birth of the 

Messiah 
  
-   Women will be saved (from the prohibition on teaching men) through childbirth (having 

children they can teach). 
  

Best translation: 
-   She (Eve) will be saved (from the continuing effects of her transgression; unwillingness to 

submit) through childbirth (future generations of women) if they continue in faith … 
(joyful acceptance of God’s created order) 

  
Conclusion 

  
Leave a legacy of peace; learn to live joyfully under authority 
  
To whom are you called to submit?  Are you doing so joyfully, willingly, in order to adorn the 
gospel of Jesus Christ? 
  
Submission is a paradox.  It is a freedom you cannot understand until you are willing to embrace it. 
  
Future generations of Christian women represent Eve’s salvation; they will not follow the same 
path she followed. 
  
Confusion between submission and subordination 
  
Submission 

Not fair 
But it is freedom 
  

Husbands love 
Honor, respect her opinion 
Understand her gifting, intelligence, value 

 


