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The Son 
John 1:1-3 

 
 

There is so much more to Jesus than we can possibly imagine. 
 
Christology: the study of the Person & Work of Jesus Christ 
 
• Awareness 
• Appreciation 
• Adoration  

 
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last 
days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made 
the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things 
by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high. —Heb. 1:1-3  
 
1. The Preincarnate Son  

 
Pre = “before” 
Incarnate = “in-flesh” 
“Before Christ was in flesh”  
 
His Preexistence & Eternality 
• Preexistence: Christ existed before His birth 
• Eternality: Christ existed always  

 
His Preexistence & Eternality 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through Him; and apart from Him nothing came into being 
that has come into being.  John 1:1-3 
And He is before all things… 
Colossians 1:17a  
But of the Son He says, 
Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever. 
Hebrews 1:8a  
“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day and he saw it, and was glad.” The Jews therefore said to 
Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and you have seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, before Abraham was born, I AM.” —John 8:56-58 

 
His Activity 
• Creator-Sustainer  
• The Angel of Yahweh  
• Other Theophanies  

  



His Activity: Creator-Sustainer 
For by Him all things were created…and in Him all things hold together. Col. 1:16-17  
He made the world…and upholds all things by the word of His power…Heb. 1:2-3 
 

His Activity: The Angel of Yahweh 
“The angel of the Lord” appeared to Moses in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush (Exodus 3:2) 
“God” called to Moses from the midst of the bush and told him that he was on “holy ground” (3:4-5) 
Moses heard these words coming from the bush: “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham” (3:6)  
 

His Activity: Other Theophanies 
From 2 Greek words theos (God) and phaino (to appear), a theophany in the Bible is the Second Person of 
the Trinity when He appears in human form. 
 

Meets with Abraham re: Sodom (Gen. 18) 
Jacob’s wrestling opponent (Gen. 32) 
The 4th man in the fiery furnace (Dan. 3) 
 
Formed Adam from ground (Gen. 2)  
Fashioned Eve from Adam’s side (Gen. 2)  
Heard “walking” in the garden (Gen. 3)  
 
His Activity: 

He is the image of the invisible God 
Colossians 1:15 

 
2. Old Testament Prophecies of The Son  

 
There are hundreds of OT prophecies and foreshadows of Christ. The probability of just 8 being fulfilled in 
any random person is:  

1 in 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 
 
• Born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) 
• Born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14) 
• From the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10) 
• Heir to King David’s throne (2 Samuel 7:12-13) 
• His incarnation (Isaiah 9:6) 
• Death by crucifixion (Psalm 22)  
• His death an atonement for sin (Isaiah 53)  
• His resurrection (Psalm 16:10)  

  
3. The Incarnation of The Son  

 
The eternal second person of the Trinity  

(“The Son”) took to Himself an additional nature—humanity. 
The God-Man  
 
For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and 
His name will be Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  
Isaiah 9:6  
 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us… —John 1:14 



 
The Incarnation is a lasting state for our Lord. It began at His conception/birth and continues in His 
resurrection body forever. 

 
• To reveal God to us 

• To provide an example for our lives 
• To provide an effective sin sacrifice  
• To fulfill the Davidic Covenant 
• To be a sympathetic High Priest 

 
4. The Humanity of The Son  

 
• His birth attests to his humanity 
• He had a true body of flesh & blood 
• He had a normal development 
• He had a human soul and spirit  
• He had normal human characteristics 

 
• He had to be a real man to represent and die for humanity. 
• He had to be a sinless man for the sacrifice to be appropriate. 

For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has 
been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Hebrews 4:15  
 

5. The Deity of The Son  
 
He is “undiminished Deity” 

Because of His deity, His death had infinite value and thus He could die for all people.  
 
His names reflect deity: 

God…Lord 
Son of God 
Christ…Messiah 
Immanuel 
King of kings and Lord of lords 

 
Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” John 20:28 
[Jesus] was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God. John 5:18 
Looking for the blessed hope and appearing of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus. Titus 2:13  
 

6. The Hypostatic Union 
 
The two natures of Christ are inseparably united without mixture or loss of separate identity. He remains 
forever the God-Man: fully God and fully man, two distinct natures in one Person forever.  
 
Although He existed in the form of God…(He) emptied Himself, taking on the form of a bondservant, being 
made in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. —Philippians 2:6-8  
 
God gave His “only begotten” Son. John 3:16 
In Him all the fulness of the Godhead dwells in bodily form. Colossians 2:9  
 



7. The Earthly Life of The Son 
 
His words… 
• comprise 50% of the Gospels 
• reveal His authority 

And He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. Matt. 7:29  
 
His works… 
• 35 miracle accounts plus mass healings 
• His miracles… 

– Complete; organic 
– Nature / Supply / Healing / Demons  

 
His rejection…  

Christ’s Kingdom, offered but rejected, would be held in abeyance until His Second Advent.  
 
His death…  

Substitutionary: on behalf of sinners 
Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. —John 1:29  

 
Justification: “made right” with God  

Therefore having been justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Romans 5:1  

 
Redemptive: purchase for a price  

You have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. —1 Corinthians 6:20  
 
His resurrection…  
• Foretold by OT prophets & Christ 
• The empty tomb  
• The linen wrappings  
• Post-resurrection appearances 
• The transformed disciples 
• Sunday meetings commemorate 
• Preached by His disciples  

 
If Christ has not been raised, then… 
• Our preaching is vain 
• Your faith also is vain 
• Your faith is worthless 
• You are still in your sins 1 Cor. 15:14, 17  

 
His resurrection…  
• Determines validity of Christianity 
• Father’s acceptance of the Son’s work 
• Forerunner for sending the Holy Spirit  

 
His ascension…  

He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight…(He) will come in 
just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven. —Acts 1:9-11  



 
His ascension…  
• Ends Christ’s earthly ministry 
• Ends His “humiliation” (veiled glory) 
• First of resurrected humanity in heaven 
• Holy Spirit now able to be sent  

 
8. The Present Ministry of The Son  

 
Building His Church  

I will build My Church and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it. 
Matthew 16:18  

 
Praying for Believers  

Christ Jesus… 
who is at the right hand of God 
who indeed is interceding for us 
Romans 8:34  

 
Producing Fruit in Believers  

I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from 
Me you can do nothing. —John 15:4  

 
Preparing a Place for Us  

In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare 
a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where 
I am, there you may be also. —John 14:2-4  

 
9. The Future Work of The Son 

 
The Future Ministry of The Son 
• He Will Return 
• He Will Raise the Dead 
• He Will Reward all People 
• He Will Rule the World  

 
And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True; and 
in righteousness He judges and wages war. His name is called the Word of God. And on His robe and on His 
thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” (Revelation 19)  
 

10. The Son in My Life  
 
And the Word became flesh  
And dwelt among us  
And we beheld His glory 
John 1:14  
 
For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been 
tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  
 



Therefore, let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. —Hebrews 4:15-16  
 
• Awareness 
• Appreciation 
• Adoration  

 
The Moody Handbook of Theology by Paul Enns 
Survey of Bible Doctrine by Charles Ryrie  
 

 


