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Christians Under Authority 
Ephesians 6:5-9 

 
 

Christians can honor the Lord through their work by by submitting to those in authority over them 
while serving those whom they lead. 

 
A General Call To Work  

Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth. 
Genesis 1:28  
 

Specific Skills Given To Work  
Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly; 
if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his 
teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; 
he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness 
Romans 12:6-8  
 

A mature believer approaches their work with…  
A Posture of Obedience - Ephesians 6:5-7  

 
Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the 
sincerity of your heart as to Christ; not by way of eye-service as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing 
the will of God from the heart. With good will render service, as to the Lord and not to men…  
Slavery in the Bible?  

δουλος – Slave, Bondservant, Servant 
Context is important 
NT redeems slave/master relationships 

– Galatians 3:28 – There is neither slave nor free… for all are one in Christ Jesus 
– Philemon 16 – …no longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a beloved brother  

 
Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh…  
 
What does Obedience Look Like? 

– “Fear” – Respect/Honor 
– “Trembling” – Carefulness, Thoughtfulness 
– “In the sincerity of your heart” – Without strings attached 
– “Not by way of eye service” – Consistent  
– Not “as men-pleasers” – Not based upon recognition  
– “Doing the will of God from the heart” – Wholehearted  
– “With good will render service” – Good attitude  

 
 
 
 



A mature believer approaches their work with…  
Christ as Their Motivation  
• Know the Comfort of Christ 

Ephesians 6:5-7  
Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the 
sincerity of your heart as to Christ; not by way of eye-service as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart. With good will render service, as to the Lord and not to men…  
• Value an Eternity with Christ 

Ephesians 6:8  
…knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave 
or free.  
1 Corinthians 3:12-15  
Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw – each one’s 
work will become evident for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself 
will test the quality of each man’s work.  
If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned 
up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

 
A mature believer approaches their work with…  
A Correct View of Self - Ephesians 6:9  
• Masters have the same commands as slaves 

And masters, do the same things to them…  
John 13:2-5  
During supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray 
Him, Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from 
God and was going back to God…  
…got up from supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself. Then He poured 
water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He 
was girded.  
• Masters have the same heavenly master as slaves  

…and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality 
with him.  
 

A mature believer approaches their work with…  
• A Posture of Obedience 
• Christ as Motivation 
• A Correct View of Self 

 


