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―The Body‖ 
Ephesians 1-4 

 

 
A study of the definition and purpose of the Church. 

 

What is the church? 
 

―And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.‖ 
—Ephesians 1.22-23  

 
―For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and all were made to drink of one 
Spirit.‖ 

—1 Cor 12.12-13  
 

 John 10.11-16 – Sheep 
 John 15.1-11 – Branches 
 Eph. 2.19-22 – Citizens of Heaven 

 Eph. 5.25-33 – The Bride of Christ 
 

The Purpose of the Church 
 
―To me, the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 

the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of 
the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things so that the 

manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers 
and the authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal 

purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord.‖ 
—Ephesians 3.8-11  
 

―Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?‖ And Jesus said to him, ―‗You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your mind.‘ This is the great and foremost commandment.‖  
—Matthew 22.36-40  
 

―The second is like it, ‗You shall love your neighbor as yourself.‘ On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.‖  

—Matthew 22.36-40  
 
―And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ―All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age.‖  
—Matthew 28.18-20  



 
―But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is 

the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by 
what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, 

causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.  
—Ephesians 4.15-16  
 

 Exalt God 
 Edify Believers 

 Evangelize the Lost 
 

How can we follow God for the sake of others? 

 


