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John: In the throne room of God 
Revelation 4-5 

 
 

Ultimately just one Throne rules the entire universe, and only God is worthy to occupy it. Everything 
else - in heaven, on the earth, and under the earth - came into existence by the will and for the glory 
of the One who sits on that Throne. Everything else finds meaning, purpose, joy and peace when, 
and only when, it is in proper relationship to that Throne. Where are you in relationship to the 
Throne of God? 

 
Big idea: Where are you in relationship to the Throne of God? 

- Price is Right. Bob Barker hosted for 35 years. I was not entertained by guessing prices, but when 
contestant asked, “Do you want to keep what you have, or see what’s behind door #2?”  

- In spiritual terms, this reminds me of C.S. Lewis’ observation: 
- C.S. Lewis, Pilgrim’s Regress, 7. “[T]his desire... continues to be prized, and even to be preferred to 

anything else in the world, by those who have once felt it. This hunger is better than any other fullness; 
this poverty better than all other wealth.” 

- John had known Jesus, but at the beginning of this Revelation he saw a new vision of Jesus, and it drove 
him to the ground in wonder and worship. And he wanted more. In Revelation 4 a door was opened 
before John, and Jesus said, “Would you like to see more? Would you like to see what’s behind the 
door? Would you like to see what eternity holds for you?” 

- Let’s go behind that door with John this morning. 
 
READ Revelation 4:4:1-3. Revelation 4 & 5 go together. They are a description of the throne room of God. In that 
throne room, everyone is preoccupied with worship. 
 
1. Heaven worships before the Throne 
• THRONE 

o Focal point is the THRONE 
� Everything else in vision is described in relationship to throne 
� Around, out from, before.  

o Only ONE is sitting on the Throne. God, the Father 
o No specific description of God Himself. John struggles to find language to describe what he sees. 

Rev 4:3. 
o 4 descriptions of throne room of God; Isaiah 6; Dan 7; Ezek 1; Rev 4.  
o All share similar features – Throne at the center; brilliance of God 
o Ezekiel 1:26-28 

� Rainbow. About to talk about judgments coming on the earth.  
� Rainbow reminds us of God’s promise. 
� Those who hate God are actually the earth-destroyers 

 
• SEA OF GLASS – Ezek 1:22 

o Rev 4:5-6a; Exodus 24:9-10 
Exodus 24:9–10  
Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and they 
saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear 
as the sky itself.  



 

o This is the house of God. Nothing compares to it. Place from which He governs; place in which 
He is worshipped. 

o God never leaves His throne. His throne is never vacant.  
o You and I will never occupy that throne. Only God. 

 
• 4 Living Creatures – Rev 4:6-7 

o Kids ask, “Will there be animals in heaven?” Yes. There are right now! 
� “Will they talk?” Guess what! Some will. 

o What are these creatures? Lots of theories. 
� Irenaus – 4 creatures = 4 gospels 
� No one knows. What’s important is what they do. They worship. 

o Rev 4:8. Worship focused on His attributes 
 
• Elders – Rev 4:4 

o Who are they? 12 Apostles; 12 leaders of tribes of Israel; God’s people under Old and New 
Covenants together as one people of God 

o What are they doing? Worshipping 
o Rev 4:9-11 

� Worship focused on His work of creation 
� White garments – righteous deeds 
� Golden crowns 

 
• Angels – Rev 5:11-14 

 
• Heaven is an active place 

o Angels in Ezekiel carry God’s throne wherever He wills 
o God never leaves His throne. Throne is always occupied. Never by you or me or someone in 

government. 
� Ex 24 – they looked up to see the feet of God; saw sapphire. 
� Ex 19 – the Lord descended to Mt. Sinai. As high as man can go up, God must go down 

to get there. 
o Ps 113:5-6. God comes down 

Psalm 113:5–6  
Who is like the Lord our God, who is enthroned on high, who humbles Himself to behold the 
things that are in heaven and in the earth?  

 
• Where are you in relationship to the Throne of God? 

o Henri Nouwen – we are filled but unfulfilled  
o Self-absorption will rot your life. 

 
2. Earth rebels against the Throne – Rev 5:1-4 
• What is the scroll? NOT a book! 

o Form of a contract 
� Contents = the Revelation of Jesus Christ; second Coming  
� Summary written on outside – Return to establish God’s kingdom on earth 

o “Scroll of destiny.” Destiny of the universe.  
o “Title deed to earth” 
o Adam given the title deed; abdicated his right rule 
o Alpha (I created; I delegated to Adam); Omega (I will fix what he broke) 

 
 



 

• Revelation is written like a drama:  
o Move from scene to scene – heaven to earth to heaven 
o Interludes/intermission for worship 
o Describe God taking back earth. Heaven will come to earth. 
o “The purpose for opening the scroll is not so that it can be read...but so that the eschatological 

events can begin to take place.” (WBC)  
o John will see a vision, a dramatic portrayal of future events. 

 
• The scroll is held out, and no one is worthy to take it! 

o No one can set things right 
o He weeps, and he weeps (imperfect tense); not “I wept” 
o God lets the sadness sink in 

 
3. The Lamb serves the will of Throne – Rev 5:5-7 
• Misalignment within creation; heaven and earth not aligned 
• 1 Cor 15:21-28. Strength, power, greatness. 
• Why does the lion reveal Himself as a lamb? 

o Rev 5:8-10 
o Qualified through sacrifice 
o God could have wiped out all rebellion without sacrificing His Son 
o But then who would reign with His Son?  

� God made earth for man. Rule in relationship to God. 
� Sacrifice required to put us right with heaven 
� Church – we are to be a foretaste of heaven 

 
TRANSITION: So what do we do now, Church, as we wait? 
 
4. Saints intercede before the Throne – Rev 5:8 
• Psalm 141:2 
• Ex – candle lit when I get home. Pleasant. This is home. Make an association. 
• Ex – smell my wife’s perfume. Wonderful association 
• What was it that they prayed that so pleased the heart of God? 
• What are these prayers? What are the saints praying? 

o Revelation 22:20 
• The most frequently prayed prayer since the beginning of the Church, but we often don’t think about its 

meaning 
o Mt 6:9-10. “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” 

• The prayer that God always loves to hear. The prayer that He WILL answer. 
 
Application 
 
Where are you in relationship to God’s throne? 
• Trying to take God’s seat? 
• Trying to fill God’s seat with your job, your stuff, your friends? 
• Praying and living for God’s throne to be established on earth as it is in heaven? In your heart, in your 

family’s life, in your job, among your friends? 
 


