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Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the world.  He is also the Lion of 
Judah who will return to establish God's Kingdom on earth.  Our lives are filled with so many 
uncertainties that we can become fearful and anxious.  However, Jesus Christ’s victories of cross and 
kingdom are so certain that heaven invites us to begin our celebration now! 

 
Turn to Rev 19 
 
USA v. Portugal in World Cup. 
• I was bowling; game on screen. Finished game and we were winning. 
• Celebrating because victory seemed certain. 
• Walked to car, turned on radio, we were tied. 
• Win would have secured certain advancement to next round. Loss created uncertainty.  

 
Many outcomes in life are uncertain. Experience anxiety because of uncertainty 
• Aggies 
• Job interview 
• Getting a date even more stressful. Job more stressful for your parents. 
• Having children. Will they walk with Jesus? Be wise? 
• Anxiety and Depression Association of America; 18% of US population (40M) suffer from some form of 

anxiety disorder. 
• http://www.adaa.org/about-adaa/press-room/facts-statistics 

 
One outcome that is so certain, we can begin to celebrate now. God invites us to celebrate now. The one victory 
we most need. Return of Jesus to conquer God’s enemies and establish God’s kingdom on earth. In fact, heaven 
is already celebrating and inviting us to celebrate as well. 
 
READ Revelation 19:1-6 
 
I. Announcement of victory 
• Rev 19 opens with a worship service 

o 4-fold “hallelujah” 
� What is the meaning of “hallelujah”? 

o Praise for His power and justice. Not love, compassion, sacrifice 
• Babylon defeated 

o What is “Babylon”? It is a literal city. Some city that will play a future role  
� It is a world order set against God. 
� “Babylon” chosen possibly because that is literally the place where the world order will 

be centered. Or possibly because this name represents opposition to the Kingdom of 
God. 
• Ex – Rev 11:8 

� World order will unite with Satan’s forces to control all of life... 
• Religious life – Rev 13:11-15 
• Moral order – Rev 17:1-2 



 

• Political life – Rev 17:9-10 
•  Economic life – Rev 18:11-13; Rev 13:16-17 
• Summary: Rev 17:3-6 

o “Babylon” will be defeated through civil war – Rev 17:15-18 
� Unite against the Lamb. Rev 17:12-14a 

o TRANSITION: Defeat of Babylon spells doom for the force behind Babylon, the unholy trinity 
• False trinity defeated. Beast, false prophet, Satan defeated – Rev 17:14 

o Serpent, Dragon => Father. Rev 12:9 
o Beast => Christ (anti-Christ). Rev 13:1-2; 13:3-4 
o False prophet => Holy Spirit. Rev 13:11-14 
o Rev 19:19 – Rev 20:3 
o  “Revelation of Jesus Christ” = unveiling of God’s person/plan to re-take earth and establish His 

kingdom. “Scroll” = title deed 
o Rev 11:15-18 

• Heaven will call all people to worship when defeat is announced 
o If you have ever felt like the world is unfair, unjust, unholy; if you have ever felt cheated, lied to; 

you will be singing on this day. 
 
II. Celebration of Victory – Rev 19:7-10 
• Celebrate the defeat of evil with a party! 
• Heaven loves a party, especially wedding parties. 

o Genesis opens with a wedding; Jesus’ first miracle; close of Revelation 
o God loves for His people to celebrate 

• Tend to think of weddings as becoming extravagant in our day 
o Hear dads complaining 
o Enormous investment of resources 

� 6 mos. minimum for planning. What? Why? Get license; say “I do” 
� We had to register; melted; started crying after 300 forks 
� Average dress cost = $1000, not including accessories 
� Average reception = $11,000 
� Flowers, video, photography, rings, invitations, consultant ($1300), honeymoon, 

entertainment (DJs) 
� Average overall cost = $25-30,000 

• Weddings in 1st century were even more extravagant affairs 
o Went on for a week. Multiple meals for all guests 
o Whole town was invited 
o Big deal! Most important relationship in life! 

• “Rejoice and be glad” 
o “be glad” is far too tame a translation  

� I’m glad I got to eat lunch. Glad I got a good deal on new shoes. 
� ἀγαλλιαω (agalliao). Prefix = “again” (or “very much”) + to leap 
� To exult, rejoice with exuberance, often to leap for joy, show one’s joy by leaping, 

skipping or dancing, denoting excessive or ecstatic joy and delight.” NT Lexical Aids, Key 
Word Study Bible. #22 

� 1 Peter 1:8 
� Isaiah 61:10 

• I rejoice, rejoice. 
• And “circle around,” or “to circle in joy” = spin 

� When is the last time you jumped up and down over something?  
� When is the last time you jumped up in worship? You will! 



 

� Ex – I don’t know what will happen in my situation today; between now and then; I 
know what will ultimately happen. I’m invited to the greatest party ever. 

o Mt 5:10-12. Only other place this pairing is found in NT 
� Leap and dance in advance 

• This wedding banquet is a fulfillment of the hope of mankind 
o Communion designed to remind us of that future hope 

� Luke 22:14-20 
� Remind us to look back; death; sacrifice = lamb. CROSS 
� Remind us to look forward = lion will conquer. KINGDOM 

• Celebrate now. Endure now. Rest now. Hebrews 10:34 
o Marriage supper of the Lamb will come, and we are invited. 

• Marriage imagery employed to teach us about our salvation 
o Celebration is thoroughly Jewish 
o Father negotiates contract for Son = salvation 
o Betrothal = waiting for Rapture; process of sanctification 
o Procession through streets = rapture 
o Wedding chamber = judgment seat of Christ; evaluation 
o Feast = celebration. Bride, families, neighbors share in triumph of these families 

• Rev 19:7. Packed with theology. Interplay between God’s sovereignty our responsibility  
o Rev 19:7. Bride has made herself ready. 

� Grooms are far less prepared. Forgot to shave; forgot haircut 
� Bride puts in months of planning; hair, nails, makeup 
� Righteous acts. Eph 2:10 
� No brides want grey, spotted, striped, stained. 

o 19:8. God picked out the dress 
� Fine linen is “an expensive fabric worn by priests and royalty.” 

• Called out to be a kingdom of priests 
• Moment will come when Groom pushes back from table and says, “Somebody get my horse!” Looks at 

us and says, “Let’s ride.” 
III. Vision of the Victor – Rev 19:11-16 
• Rev 4-5. Victorious Lamb of God. Reminded that He is also Lion 
• Here we see the Lion of Judah; ruler 

o Second coming of Christ.  
o 1st Coming in peace; mounted on a donkey – Zech 9:9 

� Misgivings; fears. “Show us a sign” 
o 2nd Coming, there will be no confusion – Zechariah 14:3-4; Mt 24:27-31 
o Deliberate comparison to Rome.  

� Roman general returning from victory. White horse down Via Sacra (main road from the 
Forum to Temple of Jupiter) 

� Followed by his armies, followed by wagonloads of plunder 
o 19:12. Eyes. Seeing all; judging all; righteous in His verdict and sentence 
o 19:12. “Many crowns.” 2 types of crowns in Revelation   

� stephanos = victor’s wreath. Woman (12:1); Jesus (14:14); saints (2:10; 3:11; 4.4) 
� diadems. διαδηματα, symbol of royalty. From διαδεω [diadeō] (to bind around), the 

blue band marked with white with which Persian kings used to bind on the tiara. Often 
gems, symbolizing each kingdom, would be in the folds of the turban. 

o 19:12. Name which only He knows.. Aspect of His character never before revealed. Other 
“names” revealed. 

o Rev 19:11. “Faithful and true.” King is also loyal groom. 
 
 



 

• He is not alone. His army – 19:14 
o When Revelation written, Church under intense persecution by Rome. Emperor worship was 

near its zenith. 
• His tactic – 19:15-16 

o Climax of longer battle – Rev 16 
o Anti-climactic victory 
o 19:13b. “Word of God” 

 
Application 
 
Not making light of troubles we face in this life. One of the major reasons Revelation was written was to help us 
put those troubles in perspective. 
 
Endure now. This is not the end of the story. Perfect eternity awaits us. 
 
Celebrate now. We may lose battles now, but our Savior will win the war. 
 
Rest now. We worry and are anxious for many things, but in the end, just one thing matters... the Kingdom of 
God 
 


