
Isaiah: Before the Throne (Isaiah 6) 

How big is your God? Big enough to terrify you? Big enough to demand your complete obedience and 

life-long service? When we see God as He truly is - in all His overwhelming glory and terrifying holiness - 

it instills in us a healthy dose of fear that leads to greater obedience and service. 

5 qualities God reveals about Himself in this face-to-face encounter 

1) Supreme Ruler 
 “Lord” = Adonai = the one who is sovereign 

 “Lord of hosts” = “Lord who commands Armies” – all armies on earth are under His rule 

 When we get worried about instability or about the direction of our nation… 

o Remember: the fate of our nation and our world is not in the hands of presidents 

or courts or Congress… It’s all in God’s hands! 

o God alone is King of Kings, the Supreme Ruler 

2) Overwhelming Glory 

 “glory” = kavod = weighty, that which presses down on you, pushes you back 

 We see illustrations of God’s glory throughout this passage 

o V1 – the train of God’s robe fills the temple – no place left for Isaiah 

o V4 – whole temple fills with smoke – Isaiah would suffocate if he were any closer 

o V3 – God’s glory fills the earth – He is everywhere, always, completely present 

 God doesn’t fit in any box humanity would make for Him! 

o That’s what we try to do: put boundaries on His influence in our lives 

o If your God fits in a box, then He’s not the God of the Bible! 

 Isaiah describes God’s throne, His clothes, the attendants, the room, and the smoke, but not 

God himself! 

 He couldn’t look directly at Him, and neither could the seraphim 

 God’s glory, when we see it unfiltered and unmasked, overwhelms our senses 

3) Holy Other 
 Holy = “set apart, distinct, uncommon” 

 ‘Holy’ is used three ways in the bible: 

o Ceremonial holiness – places, people, and things set apart for God’s service 

 E.g. tools used to tend the fire in the temple 

o Moral holiness – separation from the sin that characterizes this world 

 Includes one’s actions, words, thoughts, motives 

o Absolute holiness – God is absolutely distinct, set-apart from everything else 

 Rev 15:4 – God alone is holy in a way that nothing else 



o “[God] is utterly set apart in a class by himself, unequaled, unrivaled, totally un-

derived, absolute in his being and perfection, without beginning or ending or 

improvement.” – John Piper 

 God is holy in all three senses: uncommon, morally perfect, and utterly distinct 

 But v3 – God is not just “holy,” He is “holy, holy, holy” 

o Words are often doubled in the OT for emphasis 

o But this is the ONLY place where a word is TRIPLED for emphasis 

 This is the most fundamental thing we must know about God: He’s not like us! 

4) Terrifying Judge 
 Read v5 

 “woe is me” = a curse 

 “I am ruined” = destroyed, I’m a dead man 

 Isaiah realized that for a sinful creature to come before a Holy God meant doom! 

o God’s holiness cannot leave sin unpunished 

o Habakkuk 2:4 

 There is no greater threat to our safety than the holiness of God! 

 We have become bored with God. We must constantly remind ourselves that if we stood 

before God right now in all His glory and holiness, it would not be boring! 

 There is nothing safe, nothing easy, nothing comfortable about God 

o Isaiah’s encounter with God was neither boring nor comfortable; it was terrifying 

5) Gracious Giver 

 Read v6-7 

 Isaiah deserved death; instead, God gives him grace! 

 The Grace of Salvation 

o Burning coal = symbol of purification 

o Instantaneous: not a process, doesn’t need to be repeated 

o Free: Isaiah does nothing to earn forgiveness 

o That’s how salvation has always worked: forgiveness is a free gift! 

 The Grace of Significance 

o Read v8 

o God gives Isaiah a significant task to perform, a mission in life. God offers that same 

gift to us: the gift of significance 

o When we see God as He truly is – not small but infinite, not weak but Almighty – 

how can we not give our lives to a God like this? 



Ask yourself, “How big is my God? “ 

 Is your God big enough to inspire a healthy dose of fear in you? 

 Is your God big enough to demand your complete obedience? 

 Is your God big enough to meet your every need? 
 

Take 15 minutes today or tomorrow and get alone with Isaiah 6 
Read it, pray through it. If you could see God in all His glory & grandeur, how would it change the way 

you live today, tomorrow, and the rest of the week? 


