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Zechariah and the Enemy 
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In the midst of our modern culture, it is easy to forget there is a spiritual battle raging around us. 
Christians face an enemy who actively works against them through deception and baseless 
accusations. God has revealed Himself along with our enemy so we can be adequately equipped for 
battle. 

 
The Truth is… 

• We’ve all felt relationship with God turn sour. How many times have you felt distant from God after 
being blindsided by a particular sin? How many times has your relationship with God felt crippled by 
feelings of guilt or pride or anger? 

• Unfortunately, we walk into pitfalls and get blindsided in our spiritual lives because we’re oblivious 
to the spiritual level of our world. It’s a battle! 

This Summer… 
• We’re looking at Theophanies – times when God reveals Himself to humanity, often to reveal 

something about Himself or His plan 
This Morning… 

• We’re looking in Zechariah 3 at a moment when God reveals not only Himself, but also His enemy. 
This revelation is crucial for our ability to avoid the pitfalls and frustrations that often  

The Setup 
• The minor prophets normally have very intentional names, Zechariah means “God Remembers” – 

which was important for Israel at that time because circumstances seemed to indicate that God had 
forgotten all about them! 

o Zechariah started prophesying to Israel about 520BC while most of the nation was in 
captivity and some of the nation was in the promised land trying to rebuild the temple 

o The prophet Haggai was active at the same time, but while he focused on telling Israel to 
Rebuild, Zech told them to Repent 

o Zechariah has 8 major visions including God’s plan for Israel, the end times, and the 
promised messiah 

• In chapter 3, we see the 4th of Zechariah’s 8 visions… 
The Scene 

• Read: Zechariah 3.1-3 – We see 3 main characters – Joshua the high priest, the Angel of the Lord, 
and Satan 

• Joshua – high priest of Israel in Zechariah’s day 
o Ex: This is the “you were in my dream last night” you’d actually want to hear about 
o Joshua is in bad shape – “filthy garments” is literally bodily waste 

Our Enemy - Satan 
• When we hear the name Satan, we bring in a lot of different ideas and expectations. We have a 

tendency to either underestimate him or overestimate him 
o Underestimate – our culture as a whole tends to think of Satan as a superstitious joke  who 

is reigning over hell and occasionally causes mischief 
� Ex: Dog costumes – this Halloween I want my dog to represent the Dark Lord & 

Father of Lies because he’s such little devil! Big dog definitely detects heresy 



o Overestimate – On the flip side, sometimes our culture (especially Christian culture) see 
Satan as a figure who is everywhere and unstoppable 
� Ex: “Devil made me do it” 

• Zech 3 is one of only two Old Testament passages involving Satan, and it actually sums him up in one 
word 

o “The Satan” (hassatan) is more of a title than a name – “The Enemy” 
• But what does NT Scripture say about him? 

o Murder/Liar – John 8.44 
o Destroyer – John 10.10 
o Blinder – 2 Cor. 4.4  
o Scripture is clear: Satan is not all-knowing or all-powerful, but he’s a very real threat. And 

one of his primary roles is acting as our Accuser (literal “The Devil”) 
� Who can blame him? The high priest, God’s chosen representative, is covered in 

filth! There’s no defense against that (well, there’s only a LITTLE filth) 
o Thankfully, he’s not the only spiritual being in this vision…  

Our Ally – Angel of the Lord 
• The Theophany Himself - probably the pre-incarnate Christ due to some distinction in ch1 and His 

title of The Lord (v2) while distinguishing Himself from The Lord (v2) 
o And what is HE doing? 

• Read: Zechariah 3.4 – We see God removing the filthy garments and giving Joshua new ones – Why 
would He do this? 

• Read: Zechariah 3.8b-9 – Because God promises to use this servant, referred to as both Branch and 
Stone 

o Read: Jeremiah 23.5 - The Branch is Righteous, so He is immune to any accusations, yet He 
died on our behalf 

o Read: 1 Peter 2.7-8 - The Stone is Redemption for all who believe – There is no 
condemnation for those in Christ 

Application 
• Is Christ your stumbling block or your foundation? 
• God doesn’t listen to the accusations, but do you? 

o Confess Filth, Accept Forgiveness, Live in Freedom 
 
 
 
 
 
Zechariah 3:1-3 ESV 
Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his 
right hand to accuse him. And the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has 
chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?” Now Joshua was standing before the 
angel, clothed with filthy garments. 
 
John 8:44 ESV 
You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his 
own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
 
John 10:10 ESV 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 



2 Corinthians 4:4 ESV 
In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
 
Zechariah 3:4 ESV 
And the angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” And to him 
he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure vestments.” 
 
Zechariah 3:8b-9 ESV 
Behold, I will bring my servant the Branch. For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single 
stone with seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of 
this land in a single day. 
 
Jeremiah 23:5 
I, the Lord, promise that a new time will certainly come when I will raise up for them a righteous branch, a 
descendant of David. He will rule over them with wisdom and understanding and will do what is just and right in 
the land. 
 
1 Peter 2:7-8 
So you who believe see his value, but for those who do not believe, the stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone, 8 and a stumbling-stone and a rock to trip over. They stumble because they disobey 
the word, as they were destined to do. 
 
 


