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“The Gospel Under Siege” 
Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

There is just one work, and one work only, that can bring us into a right 
relationship with God and with one another. It is the work of Christ - His 

voluntary offering of His own life as a payment for our sins and guarantee 
of eternal life with God. However, this one true gospel has been, and 

always will be, under attack from those who want to add to the finished 
work of Christ, and in so doing destroy the unity of God's family. We must 

guard the gospel. We must proclaim the gospel - simply, truthfully, 
powerfully. 

 

Background 
● Author: Paul 

● Audience: Churches in Galatia 
● Date: ~49 AD 

- Time of rapid change & uncertainty 
- Jews in… what about Gentiles? 

- Assumption: Faith + Obey the Law 
- Paul: NO! Faith alone for all of us 

 
Opponents 

● Jewish believers 
 

But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, “It 
is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of 

Moses.” 

—Acts 15:5 
 

● What must Gentiles do? 
- Faith in Christ’s work a good start… 

- But also must obey the Jewish Law 
● Motives – 6:12-13 

- Pride 
- Self-protection 

 
Paul’s Gospel 

● It’s all about Jesus (v1,4,6) 
- “called you by the grace of Christ” 

- “gave Himself for our sins” 
▪ Voluntary (“gave”) 

▪ Costly (“Himself”) 

▪ Substitutionary (“for our sins”) 



▪ Purposeful (“to rescue us...”) 

- “raised Him from the dead” 
 

● It’s the only way to God (v7-9) 
- There is “not another” gospel 

- That’s why Paul gets so angry!  
▪ anathema – “may they experience God’s just punishment” 

▪ Calvin, “It is no light evil to quench the brightness of the gospel” 
 

Application 
● Have you “received” this gospel? 

● Can you share the gospel clearly? 
- Jesus died for your sins… 

- And rose from the dead… 
- And you are saved if you simply believe it 

 


