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In the beginning...Mankind 

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:4-17 
 
 

You are valuable, but not because of who you know, or how you look or what you own.  You are 
valuable because God carefully formed you in His image.  You were specially designed to live in 
relationship with God and others, to reflect the glory of God in body and character, and to rule on 
this earth as God’s kingdom representative. 

 

• Do I matter, and if so, why? 
o Atheism’s answer 

� No, at least not in any lasting or transcendent sense 
� Bertrand Russell (philosopher) 

• of man “his origin, his growth, his hopes and fears, his loves and his beliefs, are but 
the outcome of accidental collocations of atoms” 

� Oliver Wendell Holmes (Supreme Court Justice) 
• “I see no reason for attributing to man a significance different in kind from that 

which belongs to a baboon or a grain of sand.” 
� Atheism yields a hopeless answer to our question 

o The Bible’s answer 
� Read the Genesis account to see how humanity began 

• First Account (Genesis 1:26-28) 
o Describes man’s creation in summary form 
o Focuses on God’s power 

• Second Account (Genesis 2:4-17) 
o Gives us the detailed story 
o Focuses on God’s care for mankind 

� The answer in Genesis is “YES! You matter because God made you in His image.” 
• The image of God is the key to understanding our significance 

• But what does “the Image of God” Mean? 
o “Image” 

� Something physical that represents something else 
� Limited by “likeness” – we are not gods, we are just a likeness 

o The image of God means that we were designed to: 
� RELATE to God and one another 

• “let us make man in our image” - God is inherently relational, so His image-bearers 
are as well 

o “them… male and female” 
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• John 1:12 - But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who believe in His name 

• The Greatest Commandment (Matt 22) - Love God… Love your neighbor 
� REFLECT God’s glory… 

• Psalm 8:3-5 - When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and 
the stars, which You have ordained; what is man that You take thought of him, and 
the son of man that You care for him? Yet You have made him a little lower than 
God, and You crown him with glory and majesty!  

• …physically - your body was designed to radiate glory 
o Exodus 34:34-35 But whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with 

Him, he would take off the veil until he came out; and whenever he came out 
and spoke to the sons of Israel what he had been commanded, the sons of 
Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone… 

o Daniel 12:3 Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of 
the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like 
the stars forever and ever.  

• …morally - your moral choices glorify God 
o Matthew 5:16 “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may 

see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 
o Why God puts the forbidden tree in the middle of the Garden - give Adam & 

Eve the opportunity to be fully human by making a moral choice. 
� RULE God’s creation as His representatives 

• Genesis 1:28 – “fill and subdue” - royal language - kings & queens 
• Genesis 2:15 – “cultivate and keep” - but ruling the earth for its good - benevolent 

o Effect of sin 
� Genesis 9:6 - image still present in all humans even after sin 
� The image was defaced, not erased 
� Restoration begins with reconciliation with God 

• Why does the image matter? 
o Cultural implications 

� The image gives SANCTITY to all human life 
� The image gives EQUALITY to all human life 

o Personal Implications 
� You matter! You are valuable & significant! 
� Your life will work best when you live in line with God’s design 

 


