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Genesis: In the Beginning… Caring for Creation (Gen 1:28, 2:15) 
How should Christians respond to environmental issues like climate change, deforestation, pollution, loss of 
endangered species? We need to be examples of biblical wisdom applied to environmental issues. 
 
2 Guiding Principles of Creation Care 
 
1) We should care deeply about the earth 
• Because God made it 

o God created the Earth carefully & intentionally, with great skill and power 
o To abuse the earth is to disrespect the Creator 

• Because it belongs to God 
o Psalm 24:1 
o Psalm 50:10-12 

• Because God cares deeply about it 
o Psalm 104:10-11,14,27-28 
o Luke 12:6 

• Because it reveals God’s glory 
o Psalm 19:1-2 
o Isaiah 40:26 
o Psalm 104:24-26 
o The great men & women of the Bible spent a lot more time in Creation than most of us 
o Led David to sing – Psalm 65:13 

• Because it’s our job to care for it 
o “cultivate” – maximize its fruitfulness 
o “keep” – guard & protect it 

� Take care of the land 
• Leviticus 25:2-4 
• Francis Schaeffer: “Human sinfulness often manifests itself in the 

environmental crisis in two ways: greed and haste.” 
� Take care of God’s creatures 

• Proverbs 12:10 
• Deuteronomy 25:4 
• Exodus 23:12 
• Deuteronomy 22:6 
• Genesis 9 
• As God’s Children, we should care as much about the earth and its 

creatures as He does 
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• Ray Bohlin: “As Christians we have a responsibility to the earth that exceeds that of unredeemed 
people. We are the only ones who are rightly related to the Creator. We should be showing 
others the way to environmental responsibility”  

 

2) We should care even more about humanity 
• Matthew 12:12 - “How much more valuable is a man than a sheep!” 
• Because we are made in His image 

o We can RELATE, REFLECT, and RULE 
• Because we alone are eternal 

o Revelations 20:11 
• He made the earth to provide for us 

o Deuteronomy 8:7-9 
o Not bad to use the earth for resources 
o But do so in a way that honors the first principle 
o Be a good steward, think long-term benefit, don’t be greedy or hasty 

 
Creation Care Applied 
• GOOD: Care for non-human creation 

o Recycling 
o Conserving energy 
o Disposing of trash responsibly 
o Planting trees 
o Caring for animals that suffer 

• BETTER: Provide for people’s physical needs 
o Isaiah 58:7 
o Give food and clothing to the poor 
o Teach people how to read 
o Provide medical care and medicine 
o Protect and rescue the vulnerable 

• BEST: Provide for people’s spiritual needs 
o Share and provide the Gospel 
o BEST possible use of your time 

• Do the GOOD and the BETTER so you’ll get to do the BEST 
o When we turn a blind eye to the physical needs of this world and its people then the 

world tunes us out 


