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Fallen… And Judged (Genesis 6-9) 
People assume that Genesis 6-9 is all about a flood, an ark, a guy named Noah, and a bunch of animals 

marching two-by-two. No. It’s really about a God who cares deeply about humanity, who waits patiently for 

mankind to repent, who, when He must judge, always judges fairly, and who always prefers to give grace to 

sinners like us. 

 
1) People Will Always Drift Toward Sin (6:1-5, 12-13) 
o 2 Peter 3:3-7 – Peter makes the point that all of this happened before. Just as in the days 

of Noah, we see it happening now 

o Genesis 6 is an illustration of what happens when God allows men to make their own 
choices for an extended period of time. Eventually, the necessity arises for judgment or 
for redemption or both 

2) Sin Always Leads to Death (6:6-7, 13, 17) 
o God is “sorry that He made man” 

 This means that God feels pain and sadness at the behavior of mankind – not that 

God made a mistake in creating man. 

o God’s plan is to “blot out man from the face of the land. (6:7, 13, 13; 7:4)” The flood is a 
judgment upon all humanity on the earth 

o There is some debate about whether the flood was geographically global or local 

 There are great discussions of that in the NIVAC (Walton) 

o The main point of the text, though, is NOT whether the flood literally covered the globe. 
The main point is that God is judging all of humanity because of sin. 

o Sin ALWAYS brings death. 

 There are simply no exceptions. For the Christian, of course, that judgment fell onto 

Jesus 

3) Even in Judgment, God is Gracious (6:8-9, 8:1-19) 
o “Noah found favor before the Lord.” 

 This is the concept of grace 

o God is concerned to preserve humanity, but also animal life. Remember, the earth 
displays God’s glory not only through people, but also through the rest of creation 

o Even as the flood waters rise, we see Noah’s boat rising above the flood. That’s grace 

 God was well within His rights to destroy the entire race, including Noah, but he 

decided not to do that 

4) Even in Destruction, God Can Restore (9:1-29) 
o God ushers in a new age after the flood, one in which Noah and his sons are called to 

fulfill the original task of multiplying and filling the earth 

o New commands: murder is now punished with loss of one’s life, since violence was the 
problem that necessitated the flood in the first place 

o New promises: the rainbow provides a promise that God will never again destroy the 
whole earth with a flood again 
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Genesis 

Sermon Reflection Questions 
Sermon 11. Fallen…into Judgment Genesis 6-9  

 

These questions are designed to help individuals, families, and small groups dig deeper into our 

Genesis Sermon Series. Leaders: don’t limit yourself to these questions or feel that you need to 

answer all of them. Pick and choose and create your own based on the needs of your group. 

 

Observe & interpret the passages:  

Read Genesis 6:1-7,11-13. Why did God send the flood? 

 

 

To the secular person, a God who would drown the majority of humanity sounds cruel and vindictive. Is 

God cruel and vindictive in this story? How can you tell? 

 

 

Read Genesis 6:8-9. Why did God save Noah?  

 

 

Apply it to your life: 

Read 2 Peter 3:3-15. Just like Noah’s contemporaries, we are living in a period between God’s warning 

and God’s judgment. How should that realization affect how we act and what we value? 

 

 

If God’s grace can deliver and rebuild humanity after the sins of Genesis 6, it can deliver and rebuild you 

after any fall. Spend a few minutes in prayer thanking God for His all-powerful grace and asking Him to 

grow you in holiness. 

 

Memorize: 2 Peter 3:9 

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for 

any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 
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Additional Questions: 

According to Hebrews 11:7, what led Noah to such astounding obedience? 

 

 

Read Genesis 9   What similarities do you see between this passage and Genesis 1-2 (repeated words or 

ideas)? What do these similarities tell you about God’s plan for mankind after the flood? 

 

 


