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Abraham's Faith Renewed 
Genesis 13-14 

 
 

When we stumble and fail, God renews our faith as we repent and worship. Such renewal 
strengthens not only our confidence in God and His promises, but also our willingness to give, serve 
and sacrifice for others. 

 
• The Christian life. In whom do we trust, ourselves or God? 

o Jer 17:7-8 
• Last week we looked at four of Abraham’s failures 

o Interspersed with failure, he also had great victory 
o Realistic picture of the life of the believer 
o What restored Abraham? What renewed confidence in God? WORSHIP 

 
Faith renewed through worship – Genesis 13:1-4 
• Probably a pretty quiet journey 
• Wealthy. In large part because of Pharaoh 
• Go back to the place where I first worshipped God in the Promised Land  
• Repentance. Hebrew = turn, return 

o Joel 2:12-13; Rev 2:4-5 
o Gypsy Smith (late 1800s) asked how revival started.  
o “Go home. Lock yourself in your room. Kneel down in the middle of the floor, and with a piece 

of chalk draw a circle round yourself. There, on your knees, pray fervently and brokenly that God 
would start a revival within that circle of chalk.” 

o Even Abraham needed to start fresh with God.  
• 2 significant results from his worship 

 
1. Fearless giving 
• Faced with conflict – 13:5-13 

o Lot, you’re just along for the ride; promises were to me; get lost 
o Resolves the conflict by grace. Trusts God with the promises 
o Lot picks the best of Abraham’s land 

� “like Egypt”; irrigation, not rainfall 
� Life that does not require faith 

o God speaks after Lot leaves 
• Receives greater revelation – 13:14-17 

o Principle: Obedience precedes revelation 
� God reveals Himself to the humble 
� Prov 3:32 
� John 14:21 

• Practices growing worship – 13:18 (among Canaanites, spreading blessing) 
• Lot 

o With Abe: Wealthy, safe. Properly related to God’s mediator of blessing 
o Having separated from Abraham, experiences the removal of blessing 

 
 



2. Effective deliverance – Gen 14:1-12 
• Deliverance 

o MAP; controlled the Fertile Crescent. Canaan key land bridge to Egypt 
o Gen 14:13-16. Complete victory against a superior force 
o Abraham’s response to victory tells us that he was walking in obedience 

• Receives greater revelation – 14:17-20 
o Who is Melchizedek? Shows up; disappears. 

� Angel in human form 
� Pre-incarnate Son of God 

• Son of God does show up. In my opinion, not here. 
• Jacob’s vision 
• Fiery furnace 

� Human king, type of the Christ – Hebrews 7:3 
• God uses people and patterns in history to teach us about His plan and about 

Himself. 
o King – Hebrews 7:1-2 

� Of righteousness 
• Name = my king is righteous. Not just that he does just deeds, but he is 

legitimate. 
� Of peace 

• King of “Salem” = king of peace 
• Shalom = fullness of God’s blessing 
• Salem was a real place; Jerusalem 

� The ruler who legitimately mediates the fullness of God’s blessing  
• Isaiah 9:6-7 

o Priest 
� Celebrates 

• Bread and water would have been given for sustenance 
• “bread and wine” = royal fare. Spreads a banquet for Abe.  
• Celebrates the victory before the Lord. Battle not merely physical but spiritual. 
• Gives God credit for the victory 

� Blesses – Hebrews 7:7 
• Abe was the supreme blesser; all nations blessed in him 
• authority to give away God’s gifts 

� Instructs.  
• “God Most High.” Informed Abe’s understanding of God 
• What had Abe struggled with in Egypt? A low view of God 
• Tozer: the most important thing about you is what comes to your mind when 

you think of God 
• What comes to your mind when you think of God? Especially in midst of crisis? 

Does God come to mind at all? 
o Unique: Both King and priest.  

� In Ancient Near East role was often combined. Not in Israel. 
• We find kings in Old Testament and we find priests. But not King-Priest 
• In Israel roles were separated, except in one person, Messiah 
• Not possible through the Law; new covenant, new priesthood 

� Roles United 
• Zech 6:13; Psalm 110:1-2, 4 

� Hold these roles forever. Perpetual – Hebrews 7:3 
• He is without beginning and without ending 



o We are not told where he came  
o Levites had to prove genealogy. He needed none. 

• He is without ending 
o Levites had a limited term 
o He holds his offices permanently 

• Greater than Abraham, Levi’s priesthood, David’s kingship 
 
• Practices growing worship – 14:20b 

o Received tithes; authority to function as Abraham’s mediator 
o Even Levi paid tithes; all descendants existed in body of patriarch 

 
• Experiences rising confidence – 14:21-24 

o Always an offer of counterfeit blessing 
 
Application 
 
How do we know the Bible is true? 

o Archaeology 
o Prophecy 
• Bethlehem Star: written in the stars 

o Patterns 
 
Renew our confidence for worship 

o How did Abraham feel when he encountered Melchizedek? I’m not alone in my worship. There is just 
one true God, God Most High 

o Thank God that He has revealed Himself to us 
 


