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Abraham’s Worship (Genesis 13-14) 
After a huge failure in Genesis 12, Abraham finds a fresh start and the strength to win incredible victories 

through the power of worship. Not just singing on a Sunday morning, worship was a 7-day-a-week habit for 

Abraham that strengthened his faith, inspired his courage, and broke the hold of sin on his life. That same 

transformative power is available to any and all who will build a habit of worshipping the one true God. 

 
The Meaning of Worship 

o What is worship? Let’s look at Abraham to find out 

 Abraham failed in chapter 12; he did not trust God and made several bad decisions 

 How do you turn the page after failure? Through worship (Read 13:3-4) 

 Two parts to Abraham’s worship 

o He built an “altar” 

 Like the Bonfire Memorial – public declaration of our love & respect 

o He began to “call on the name of the Lord” 

 Abraham worshipped in word as well as in deed 

 He proclaimed how great God is and what great things He’d done 

 The English word “worship” is from old English “worth-ship” meaning 
to “ascribe worth or value to an object” 

o That’s worship: proclaiming the greatness of God through words and deeds 

 Bigger and broader than just singing on Sunday mornings 

 In the book of Psalms, worship is described by a host of verbs 

o Sing, shout, speak, tell, proclaim, rejoice, exalt, give thanks, praise, be glad, 
call upon, come near, bow down, kneel, bring an offering, serve, remember, 
meditate 

 
The Power of Worship 

o Worship is powerful. It is fundamental to living a life of spiritual victory 

 Overcoming sin & breaking bad habits 

 Conquering addictions 

 Healing broken relationships 

 Making this world a better place 

o See the power of worship revealed in Abraham’s two great victories in chapters 13-14 

o Test #1 – Surrender Your Rights (Gen 13:5-7) 

 Abraham surrenders his right to choose the best land; he lets Lot choose instead 

 Worship empowered Abraham to trust God to provide 

 “Worship is the strategy by which we interrupt our preoccupation with ourselves and 

attend to the presence of God” – Eugene Peterson 
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 Abraham wins this great victory of generosity, and then what does he do? Worship! 

(Read 13:18) 

o Test #2 – Conquer Your Enemies (Gen 14:1-2) 

 War in Canaan leaves Lot a hostage  

 Abraham knows he is in no position to rescue Lot; he is not a king and has no army 

 But Abraham was walking in worship 

o He remember that God promised to “curse those who curse you” 

 It was worship that gave Abraham the strength to believe, against all odds, that God 

would give him victory 

 That’s the lesson from Chapter 14… Worship enables you to overcome impossible 

odds 

 “The secret to freedom from enslaving pattern of sin is worship. You need worship. 

You need great worship. You need weeping worship. You need glorious worship. You 

need to sense God’s greatness and to be moved by it – moved to tears and moved to 

laughter – moved by who God is and what he has done for you” –Timothy Keller 

 Worship is always the first step to finding victory, healing, and deliverance from any 

trials and enemies you face in life 

 
Application: Build a Habit of Worship 

o Abraham’s worship was a consistent pattern in his life – we must make it a habit 

o Idea #1: Worship through a Psalm 

 Read all the way through and then offer each verse to God as a declaration of praise  

o Idea #2: Memorize one of the worship songs in the Bible 

 Concentrated in the Psalms (Ps 23), but sprinkled throughout rest of OT (Isaiah 

40:28-31) and New Testament (Phil 2:5-11, Eph 1:3-14, Rom 11:33-36) 

o Idea #3: Go for a walk in nature – look around and enjoy what God has made 

 Let nature inspire you to worship your Creator 

o Idea #4: Listen to a worship album 

 Listen actively: think about the words and let them engage your emotions. Offer each 

line to God as worship 

o Idea #5: Practice thanksgiving with your roommates or family 

 “What are you thankful for today?” 

 “Where did you see God’s glory or grace displayed today?” 

o Try to implement one of these ideas regularly until it becomes a habit 


