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Faith is the essence of the Christian religion.  But what exactly is faith?  What does it mean to 
believe?  Abraham’s example in Genesis 15 lays the foundation for the entire biblical understanding 
of the doctrine of faith. 

 
Introduction 
• On Oct. 31, 1517 Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the church door in Wittenberg. Every Oct. 31 we 

celebrate... Halloween. We should celebrate “Reformation Day”! 
• Luther came to faith through his study of Romans. In particular, Romans 1:17 stuck in his mind, and he 

wouldn’t release him: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
• The essence of Christianity is faith. Without faith, or if something is added to faith, you do not have 

Christianity. 
• This morning we will study the foundational passage of scripture for understanding the doctrine of faith. 

 
READ Genesis 15:1-3 
• “After these things” => What happened before? 

 
Review Abraham’s life to this point 
• Called out of Ur; famine/Egypt; separates from Lot; rescues Lot 
• Conquered kings 

o How? Returned to worship.  
o Coming off a miraculous victory 

• “Do not fear” => Why was Abraham afraid? 
o Retaliation from the kings. Possible. 
o Time running out to receive his promises from God (close to 85) 
o Death from interacting with God (theophany). Normal response when people have such an 

encounter with God is fear of death. “Abraham, I am not here to kill you; I am a 
shield/protection for you; I am your rewarder, not your demise.” 

• Abe’s response: respectfully, so what? What reward can You give me? If I die without an heir, I give all of 
Your reward to my slave. Why do I need to be protected if You are not going to fulfill Your promises. 

 
READ Genesis 15:4-6 
 
I. Foundation of Faith: Divine Revelation 
• Biblical faith does not occur in a vacuum. Faith begins with God’s self-revelation. 
• CREATION – Gen 15:5 

o Abraham had no Bible. 
o “look at the stars” – God is great, powerful, intelligent, and He has shown His goodness in my 

life. 
o Psalm 19:1-4 

• WORD – Psalm 19:7-11 
o 4th time God has spoken to Abraham (12:1; 12:7; 13:14) 
o Each time with greater clarity about Himself and His will 

 



• HISTORY – Abe can also look to the past 
o God had spoken before. God had called him. 
o God had protected him from his failure (giving up Sarah to Pharaoh) 
o God had granted him victory over a stronger army. 

• PERSON 
o God is saying something about Himself.  

� I have revealed Myself in CREATION, WORD, HISTORY 
� I am the One who brought you out of Ur (past) 
� I am your shield (present) and rewarder (future) 
� “I am a promise-giving and promise-keeping God” 

o There is substance to his faith 
� Abe’s faith built on PERSON and PROMISES of God 

o Received how? Simply by faith! So what is faith? 
 
II. Essence of Faith: Reasoned Trust – Genesis 15:6 
• “Abraham believed” 

o Hebrew (aman) 
� True, steadfast, reliable 
� Ex – pillars in the temple 

o Considered God reliable 
o NOTE: not the first time Abe believed. “Abraham had believed”; Abraham was a believer; Abe 

was one who trusted in God. 
o Why? Wishful thinking? 

 
• TRANSITION: Helps to understand what faith is by looking at what it is not 

 
• Faith is not a blind leap 

o Faith often described as the opposite of reason – to believe is to abandon all logic, all reason, all 
evidence and take a blind leap of faith.  

o If that were faith, most of us would run from Christianity. We would not entrust our eternity to 
something unreasonable. 

o Biblical faith is based on evidence. It is “reasoned” 
� CREATION, WORD, WORKS, PERSON 

o Ex – I love to fly. Exciting (going someplace). Relaxing (I don’t have to drive). I know the 
evidence: excellent engineering, training, safety protocols, and gov’t oversight, historically safer 
than traveling by car. I entrust myself to plane and pilot.  

o If every planed crashed, I would not ever fly. 
o I’ve known others who refuse to fly. Seminary roommate’s father took train from NJ for 

graduation. Knew the evidence for airline safety, but no one could prove to him that he would 
not crash. Rode the train. 

 
• Faith is not proof or certainty – Hebrews 11:1-3 

Hebrews 11:1, 3  
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen... By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made 
out of things which are visible.  
o Faith is not sight – beyond the evidence 

� We were not there when the world was made 
� But we see the evidence of God’s handiwork 
� I haven’t seen God, heard His voice, been to heaven. 

 



o We often think of a mature believer as one who never doubts 
� Gen 15 – Abraham had believed; now he was doubting 
� Rom 4:20 – He did not waver so as to disbelieve 

Romans 4:20  
....regarding the promise of God, Abraham did not waver in disbelief but grew strong in 
faith, giving glory to God....  

o Ex – some of you hate to fly, but you still get on the plane. Doubting, fearful, sweating, heart 
racing, grip the seat and kiss the ground. 

o Ex – Unromantic illustration. “I know I should marry this woman. God told me.” REALLY? Prove 
it. Data lines up. Nervous on wedding day. 

o Faith is conviction; Faith is confidence. 
 

• Faith is not merely knowledge of historical events 
o Using word “trust” because there is an active connotation. Faith is a response.  

� “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” 
o Many people throughout the world who know the story of the gospel. 
o Ex – letter from missionary. Friends with team for 3 years; comes to events; heard gospel; could 

state the gospel plainly. Doesn’t believe. 
o Beware of making faith too small a thing 
o Beware of making faith too large a thing; adding to faith 

 
• Faith is not commitment to obey 

o Many churches embed extraneous ideas into faith. 
� Surrender, commit, turn from your sins 
� All good things that people should do 
� Faith is about accepting what God has done for us 

John 1:12  
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 
even to those who believe in His name....  

o Even if Abe had made promises up front, he wouldn’t have kept them 
� Told to leave family; takes Lot and father with him 
� Famine, fear, Egypt, loses his wife to Pharaoh 

o After mountain top experience 
� Impatient – takes Hagar as a wife (16) 
� Sets up tents near Abimelech and gives away Sarah again (20) 

• Faith is... 
o Reasoned trust. Consistent with evidence; beyond what I can prove 
o I become convinced that God is true, and so I choose to trust 

 
III. Result of Faith: Relationship and Reward – Genesis 15:6 
• Relationship: Justification before God – Genesis 15:6 

o “Righteous” ≠ moral character. STATUS = rightly related to God 
� born out of relationship with God = death 
� How do we move out of death to life? FAITH 

o Romans 4:5; Galatians 3:26 
Romans 4:5  
But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
credited as righteousness....  

o God “saves” a person; NOT faith 
 
 



• Transition:  
o Faith is an “event”; a moment in which you pass from death to life and become forever a child 

of God 
o Faith is also a process. Abe struggling. 

• Reward: Assurance from God 
o Previous promises – Genesis 12:1-3. Land, seed and blessing 
o What good does Your blessing do for me without an heir? 
o Reaffirms seed promise 

� Further clarification. Let Me be clear – not a slave, but a son 
o Reaffirms of land – Gen 15:7-8 

� How can I know? God, can You reassure me?  
� I’m going to give you a covenant 
� Genesis 15:9-16 
� Who was the audience? Exodus generation, about to enter land 

• God was faithful to Abraham. Told him the future. It happened just as God said. 
o Reinforces His promises through covenant – Genesis 15:17-21 

� Covenant = “Binding agreement” 
• What is the meaning of the ceremony? 
• Vision of the future 

o Smoking oven = God 
o Torch = Israel 
o Animals = ten nations that will be judged 

• Unilateral covenant 
o Oven and torch = God 
o Animals = may this be done to Me if I break covenant 

• Point: visible evidence that God will fulfill His promises. Culturally relevant form 
of communication. God is speaking Abraham’s language 

o Promise becomes covenant 
o Let me help your faith grow. Let me give you a fresh word. 
o Hebrews 11:1-2, 6; 11:39 

� “Having gained a testimony” 
� What is the “testimony” and who gives it? 

o Declared friend of God 
o Abe began with faith and continued with faith. 
o Not perfect faith, but growing faith 

 
Application 
 
Foundation of every relationship is TRUST = faith 
 
1. Trust God for the first time 
2. Trust God more through His word 
3. Trust God in difficult times 
• Waiting 
• Suffering  
• I’m your shield, rewarder, friend 

 


