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Abraham’s Faith (Genesis 15) 
Faith is the essence of the Christian religion - to be a Christian is to have faith. But what exactly is faith? How 

does it work? How does it grow? And what if you have doubts - are you not a Christian? Find out as we learn 

from Abraham’s example of faith in Genesis 15.   

 
Revelation: The Foundation of Faith 

o Biblical faith always begins with God’s revelation of Himself, His promises, and His deeds 

 You can’t have faith without revelation 

 Faith is built on God’s revelation of three things about Himself… 

1) His PERSON 

 God reveals to us who He is and what He is like 

 Abraham didn’t have the Bible, but he had creation and stories passed down 

 Abraham knew there is one powerful, righteous, good Creator & Lord 

2) His PROMISES 

 The story of Abraham began with God’s promise (Gen 12:2-3) 

 God expanded that promise in Genesis 15:1  

o “Do not fear” – God promised to be his shield and reward 

 But Abraham had a problem (Gen 15:2-3) 

o Childless – a curse in the ancient world – no heir to pass inheritance on 
to 

 God had an answer in the form of another promise (Gen 15:4-5) 

o A son from his own body who would be forefather of an innumerable 
nation 

 Abraham’s faith was built on the promises God made to him 

 Likewise God has made incredible promises to us 

o Eternal life; bodily resurrection; an end to pain, disease, and death 

3) His PAST FAITHFULNESS to us 

 Abraham could see God’s fingerprints all over his story. And so can we! 

 God is at work in all of our lives revealing Himself to us – look for His fingerprints 

 
Reasoned Trust: The Essence of Faith 

o Easiest way to understand what faith IS is to contrast it with what faith IS NOT 

1) Faith is NOT: A blind leap 

 Biblical faith is based on evidence 

 Biblical faith is like the faith that leads you to get on an airplane 

o It’s a reasonable choice based on evidence (e.g. safety record) 

2) Faith is NOT: Proof or certainty 
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 Often assumed mature Christians never doubt their faith 

 That kind of certainty isn’t possible this side of heaven! 

 We have lots of evidence, but we don’t have proof 

o Heb 11:1 – “faith is… the conviction of things not seen” 

 Again, like getting on an airplane 

o There is evidence it is safe, but we don’t know for sure 

 The opposite of faith is not doubt, but disbelief 

o Disbelief is the settled choice to reject the God of the Bible 

o The mature Christian – even in midst of doubts – chooses to trust 

 Doubt is okay & normal in Christianity because we do not yet have proof 

3) Faith is NOT: Knowledge of historical events 

 Faith requires choosing to entrust your life to the truth of God’s revelation 

 Many Americans have a basic knowledge about Christianity & Jesus 

o …but it’s not faith. They haven’t entrusted their lives to Jesus 

 Faith is bigger than just knowledge of events – don’t define faith too small 

4) Faith is NOT: Commitment to obey 

 Many churches teach a definition of faith that includes more than just trust 

 While we SHOULD all submit to Jesus and obey Him, that’s NOT faith 

o Submission and obedience come later – they should follow faith 

 We know this through Abraham’s example 

o Gen 16 – Abraham gives into impatience and has a child with Hagar 

o Gen 20 – Abraham gives into fear and gives Sarah away (again!) 

o If faith included commitment to obey, then Abraham must not have had 
faith 

o Summary definition of faith: Consistent with the evidence but beyond what I can prove, I choose 
to believe that the God of the Bible is true and therefore worthy of my trust. 

 
Relationship & Reward: The Results of Faith 

1) Relationship (Gen 15:6) 

 “righteousness” = to be rightly related to God 

 We are not born into a right relationship with God 

 We move from “enemy of God” to “child of God” through faith 

o Not through good works or obedience 

o Rom 3:28 – “ justified” 

o Gal 3:26 – from enemy to child the moment we believe 

 This is how salvation has always worked, from Adam to us: 

o What saves? Always God 

o Why does He save? Always Grace 

o How does He save? Always through the death of Christ 
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o What’s required? Always Faith 

 The ONLY thing that’s changed over time: What must you believe? 

o Content of faith has grown as God has revealed more 

o Abraham believed the promise in Gen 15 

o We believe in the GOSPEL – John 3:16 

2) Reward 

 Abraham asks a legitimate question (v. 8) 

o Like us, in the midst of faith, there is also doubt 

 God rewards Abraham’s faith by giving more assurance 

 God turns His promise into a covenant 

o “covenant” – a binding agreement between 2 or more parties 

 God commits Himself to the fulfillment of the covenant 

o This is known as the Abrahamic Covenant – important! 

 
How to Respond 

o Trust God for the first time 

 Consider the evidence He’s provided in His word and His world 

 Based on that evidence, choose to trust that Jesus died for your sins 

o Trust God more by studying His Word 

 Struggles with doubt always get better when I study the evidence 

 Remember: faith is built on revelation 

o Pray for God to grow your faith 

 Remember the man who cried, “I do believe, help my unbelief!” 

 God loves to answer that prayer! 


