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The Wicked, the Worldly and the Wise 
Genesis 19 

 
 

God is holy, righteous, just, merciful, patient and gracious. He is also unchanging. Will you choose to 
be guided by His unchangeable character and immutable truth, and in the process find fulfillment in 
life? Or will you destroy yourself by choosing your own path apart from Him? 

 
Why is this story in the Bible? My kids have owned several different versions of children’s Bibles. I have never 
found the story of Sodom in a children’s Bible. Ever. As adults, we prefer a sanitized storyline, and we certainly 
don’t want our kids exposed to this kind of stuff. Why did God choose to include it?  
• Illustrates fundamental truth: Each person chooses pathway in life. Follow God, His unchangeable 

character and immutable truth, or will we choose our own way? 
• Apocryphal story about a ship at sea at night in heavy fog… 

o Lookout saw a light directly in front of their ship. Informed captain.  
o Captain told radio operator: “Signal that ship: We are on a collision course, advise you change 

course 20 degrees north” 
o Message came back: “Advise you change your course 20 degrees south” 
o Surprised, the captain radioed back, “I’m a captain, change your course 20 degrees north” 
o Message came back: “I’m a seaman second-class, advise you to change course 20 degrees 

south” 
o Captain was furious. Radioed back, “I’m a battleship. Change course!” 
o Message came back, “I’m a lighthouse. Your call.” 

In the sea of life there are immovable rocks – unchanging truths – some of which are very uncomfortable – 
truths that are hard to read about, hard to preach. 
• Men and women can dash themselves against these rocks or be guided by them. 
• Our culture chooses to pretend these truths don’t exist, but they do no matter how much we might 

want to wish them away. 
- Even as believers, we often treat God’s truth the same way. We often remain silent about 

uncomfortable truths or we compromise and live as if they aren’t true. We would rather be accepted by 
the world we live in than stand for the truths of God’s Word. We’d rather be comfortable, popular, 
successful, happy – than risk the ridicule and abuse that come to those who stand uncompromisingly for 
truth.   

• And so God has given us hard, hard passages like Gen 19 to remind us: this is what happens when you 
don’t live consistently with God’s truth. 

• This morning we will look at 3 possible responses to God’s unchangeable character and His immutable 
truth. 

o Unbeliever who rejects God’s truth 
o Believer who ignores God’s truth 
o Believer who loves God’s truth 

 
I. The way of the wicked – 19:1-11 
• Attitude of the Sodomites – Gen 19:9 

o “Who are you to judge?  
o no moral authority; “Our bodies, our town” (no accountability; absolute independence; 

autonomous) 
o “There is no fear of God before their eyes” 



 
• Sin of the Sodomites – Ezekiel 16:49-50 

o Lack of hospitality?! Don’t want Lot to monopolize guests. 
1. Their sin was homosexuality (lust and intercourse) 

� Moral, cultural, political issue of our day 
� Reference:  Sermon recording during Romans series: 

www.grace-bible.org/resources/sermons/homosexuality-and-the-righteousness-of-god-anderson 
� Clear biblical teaching – Lev. 18:22; Rom 1 

• Does it feel natural to someone struggling with homosexual temptation? 
Probably so. We are all affected by the Fall in specific ways. Feels like we have 
no choice. 

2. Their sin was not same sex attraction, or temptation 
� We are not responsible for our temptations 
� We are responsible for how we respond to temptation 
� LUTHER – You can’t keep the birds from flying over your head... 

3. Their sin was not the worst sin ever committed – Matthew 11:23-24 
� Sexual sins have profound effects on body and spirit 
� 1 Cor 6:18-19 

• Violate this principle with homosexual sex, pre-marital sex, extra-marital sex, 
pornography 

• You will eventually suffer consequences 
� “Two men/women love each other. Loving thing to do is accept.” 

• Destroyer illustration – captain’s pride offended 
• Christian community lacks courage and tact – CONFRONT  
• If you confront this issue, you will suffer. 

� Not the worst, but their sin was very bad 
4. Their sin was pervasive – Gen 19:4; 18:20 
5. Their sin was violent – Gen 19:9a and 19:9c 
6. Their sin was prolonged – Gen 13:13 

o God is patient – 2 Peter 3:9; Ezek 18:32 
� Why did God send the angels to Sodom? Really unaware? No.  

Angel = messenger. Another chance, rescue responders 
o God is merciful 

� Mercy in sending angels, rescuing Lot 
� Destruction protects surrounding nations from corruption 
� Destruction warns surrounding nations of effects of sin 

 
• Destruction of the Sodomites – Gen 19:23-25 

o Part of me prefers the children’s version 
o How is this just? 

o All the men 
o What about the women? Women complicit (Ezek – pride, etc.) 

� Ex – Lot’s wife 
o Children 

� In my theologically informed opinion, meet them in heaven 
� A person experiences eternal separation from God for rejecting the revelation 

God gives. 
� There is an age of moral accountability. Not having rejected God, He is free to 

apply the righteousness of Christ to them. 
� Same applies to children with mental disabilities. 
� Merciful not to be raised in such a culture 



o For those who have reached an age of moral accountability, and choose to reject God, they 
destroy themselves. Not because God is vindictive. God is God – He is holy and cannot allow 
those who reject Him to be with Him. 

 
II. The way of the worldly – 19:12-26 
• 2 Peter 2:7-8. “Righteous Lot.” That should upset your theological applecart! 

o What does this mean? NOT righteous in character or behavior. 
� “Worst Dad Ever” 
� JUSTIFIED. In right standing thru faith. 

o Worldly, fleshly, carnal believer – 1 Cor 3:1 
� “in Christ” = believers; “infants” = immature 
� Natural? No. Normal? No. Possible? YES. 
� Maturity is normal but not inevitable. 

o NT exhortations written to address this problem 
� Don’t love the world. Lose, not salvation, but maturity, opportunity 

• The world... 
o Entices us slowly – Gen 13:10-12; 19:1 

� “in the gate” = a leader in the city 
� Tragic failures can be traced to small compromises 
� Sin = “Slow slide on a banana peel” 

o Dulls spiritual discernment 
� Lot welcomes the guests – Ancient Near East hospitality 

• Then Lot offers his daughters 
� Lot warns his sons-in law 

• Then Lot hesitates to leave 
� Destruction is imminent 

• Lot stands around bargaining about location 
� Crisis does not bring clarity because his spiritual sense are dull 
� Righteous soul – subdue, wear down (2:7); soul tortured, harassed, tormented day after 

day (2:8) 
o Pollutes those we love 

� Lost his house, wealth 
� Wife turns back 

• Sin unto death 
� Given daughters to Sodomites in marriage 

• Daughters perverted solution – 19:30-38 
• Believers, what can we learn from this? 

o Jesus: in the world, but not of the world 
o Paul: don’t be conformed to this world (squeezed into its mold) 
o Evaluate: Are you making an impact or are you being molded? 
o JOB – sinful environment? Thinking/behaving like the world? Accountability. Prayer. Resign? 

Better to be poor than become like Sodom. 
o ROOMMATES – Want to be salt/light. Thinking/behaving like them? Move out. Sub-lease. Pay 

double. Move home.  
o PARENTING – Our town is fairly moral. Sodom is digital these days. Are you protecting your kids? 

What do you allow to influence their minds/hearts? “Don’t want to shelter them.” Why not? 
Flee from sin. 

 
III. The way of the wise 
• Abraham brought blessing (rescues in ch. 14) 

o People of the valley knew Abraham. Not a hermit. Engaged. 



• Abraham lived apart (accepts nothing from kings of the valley) 
o In the world, but not of the world 

• Abraham interceded 
o We see evil in the world and we want to call down judgment 
o James and John – Sons of Thunder (Samaritans didn’t receive Jesus) 
o Jesus: NO. This is a time for God’s patience 

 
APPLICATION: Respond to God as He is 
• Wise: God is holy and good 

o Live holy lives 
o Patient, even with the wicked. He does not delight in judgment 
o Do good toward the wicked and the worldly 

• Worldly: God’s way isn’t the best 
o Repent 
o Consequences in this life for sin 
o Judgment seat of Christ – 1 Cor 3 
o There is a pleasure to sin, or it would not be tempting 

� Life works best in the long-run God’s way 
� Remember: For the believer, life lasts a long time 

• Wicked: God doesn’t see 
o God is omniscient and holy 
o God is patient 

� because judgment doesn’t come quickly 
� Regard the patience of the Lord to be salvation 

 


