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Unchanging Truths in the Ashes of 
Sodom (Genesis 19) 
In the rolling sea of life there are unchanging, unyielding truths revealed in God’s Word, many of which are very 

uncomfortable. We will discover four such truths in the ashes of Sodom, and we will see the destruction that 

comes to the person who ignores those truths. 

 
Overview the Story 

o God visits Abraham – Chapter 18 

 Promises a son (18:1-15) 

 Warns about Sodom’s doom (18:16-21) 

 Grants Abraham’s request for mercy (18:20-33) 

o God visits Lot – Chapter 19 

 Tests Sodom (19:1-9) 

 Rescues Lot (19:10-22) 

 Destroys Sodom (19:23-25) 

 Lets Lot’s family disintegrate (19:26-38) 

 
Four Unchanging Truths 

1) God is Terrifyingly Righteous 

 God warned us in the very beginning: the penalty of sin is death 

 God is righteous. He must uphold His law. He cannot excuse our sin. 

 “Now the men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and sinners against the Lord.” – 

Genesis 13:13 

 “Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had 

arrogance, abundant food and careless ease, but she did not help the poor and 

needy. Thus they were haughty and committed abominations before Me.” – Ezekiel 

16:49-50 

 God was righteous in raining fire upon all the men of Sodom 

o But what about the women and children? 

o The women were just as guilty as the men 

o Based on the rest of scripture, what happens to a young child when he or she 
dies? They go to heaven! 

o God credits righteousness of Christ to all children who die before reaching 
their age of accountability. So God was merciful to the children of Sodom. 

 Sodom is a reminder of the unchanging, unmovable righteousness of God 

 And it is a warning – judgment is coming again – Luke 17:28-30 

 And there is only way of escape: THE GOSPEL 
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2) God is Outrageously Merciful 

 Mercy in granting Abraham’s request 

 Mercy in sending the angels 

 Mercy in saving Lot 

o Even though Lot freely chose to live in Sodom 

o Even though Lot didn’t want to leave Sodom 

 Mercy even in destroying Sodom 

o Cut off Sodom’s ability to corrupt the world 

o Showed mankind the destructiveness of sin 

3) Homosexual Behavior is Sin 

 Is homosexuality really a sin? 

o Same-sex attraction… NO 

o Homosexual lust or behavior… YES 

o Leviticus 18:22, Romans 1:26-27 

 But it is NO WORSE than other sins! 

o God doesn’t rank sins 

o But if He did… Matt 11:23-24 – self-righteousness top of the list! 

 Why should we tell people about this truth? 

o If the result of sin really is pain & death and if homosexual behavior really is 
sin, then to LOVE is to WARN and to APPROVE is to HATE! 

o Not our job to tell the culture they are wrong 

o But if we’re asked, we need to respond humbly with TRUTH and GRACE 

4) Compromise with Sin Destroys 

 Peter says Lot is righteous (2 Peter 2:7-9) 

o Clearly not a “moral righteousness”- Lot was not righteous in behavior! 

 Righteous = rightly related to God through faith 

 Lot proves that for believers, obedience is expected but not inevitable 

 Lot’s progression into sin… 

o Moves near to Sodom 

o Moves into Sodom 

o Becomes one with Sodom 

 Lot made one little compromise after another to get closer and closer to all that 

Sodom had to offer – until Sodom destroyed him, his wife, and his daughters 

 If you compromise with sin it will draw you closer and closer until it destroys 

everything you hold dear 

Application 
o Jesus wants you to be “in the world, but not of the world” 

o Ask yourself, “As I live in this world, am I walking faithfully with Jesus – loving what He 
loves, doing what He did – or am I becoming conformed to this world – loving what the 
world loves, doing what the world does?” 


