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Abraham: Growing Into Greatness 
Genesis 22 

 
 

Unlike our image of the typical superhero, the heroes of the Bible are just ordinary people. No 
superpowers, just a growing faith, and a growing willingness to give God absolutely everything as an 
act of worship. 

 
 
Heroes of the Bible aren’t like comic book superheroes with superhuman abilities.  Bible heroes are deeply 
flawed, inherently weak, insecure, no superpowers. They have faith. But not perfect faith, just growing faith. 
They grow into greatness because their faith grows. This morning we will look again at the father of our faith, 
Abraham. Without question he stands as one of the greatest heroes of the Bible. How did he become such a 
great man? 
 
The best day of Abraham’s life is recorded in Genesis 21:1-7 
• Lived for this day; longed for this day; all God’s promises rested on this day. 
• Land and blessing would come in time, but now he had a son. 
• Isaac became the object of his affection and hope for his legacy 
• And then, about 15 years later, his whole life came crashing down. 

 
I. Growing into greatness requires testing – Gen 22:1-2 
• I grew up before the days of caller ID. Very stressful. You never know what is on the end of the line. I 

love caller ID. I can make a decision about whether or not to pick up. Don’t look at me in a condemning 
way. You all do it. “I don’t want to talk to that person; talk about that subject.” DECLINE.  

• When God calls, it is hard to decline. 
• Why would Abe decline? God called before. Every time it had been good news. Of course Abe says, 

“Here I am! Tell me some more good news!” It wasn’t good news. 
• It was a test 

o Make no mistake. God does test His people. He allows circumstances into our lives that 
challenge our faith to the core. Why? Cruel, vindictive?  

o Value to testing that cannot be produced any other way 
• Testing shows faith – 1 Peter 1:6-7 

o To God? No, God already knows 
o To ourselves.  

� Where I need to grow. When tested, I see weakness and need 
• “Stress Test” – run on treadmill; see how heart responds 

� Where I have grown.  
o To others.  

� This is the event by which Abe became known. The story was told and retold and 
written down. 

� Word for test carries connotation of “proving, demonstrating.” God wants to show off 
through you. I show off my kids’ accomplishments. 

� 2 Cor 4:7-10 
• Testing grows faith – James 1:2-4 

o Abraham believed when he first heard the call of God – event of faith 
o God was not finished. 



o God increases our faith when we exercise our faith. Muscle. 
o Untested muscle atrophies. It doesn’t grow with neglect. 
o Cannot become great without testing. Easy life does not produce greatness. 

• Characteristics of this test 
o This test was unexpected. Follows after a spiritual high 

� Gen 21:22-23 (treaty); Gen 21:33 (worship) 
� Testing often comes when we least expect it. 

o Solitary. Same statement as in 12:1. “Go by yourself”  
o Gentle. “Take please,” or “take, I beg you.” Word translated “now” is used just 5X in entire Old 

Testament when God speaks to a person. Each time God asks person to do something that 
defies rational explanation. 

o Illogical 
� Natural affection of father for son 
� Overwhelming devotion of Abe for Isaac because of promise. “Sacrifice the son on 

whom Your own promises depend?” 
• Son, only son, whom you love, Isaac 

� Not immoral in Abe’s worldview.  
• Different from pagan child sacrifice – appease or bribe god. 
• Worship with your best. Best is first. Abel v. Cain. Gen 4:4 
• Embedded later in Law = Firstborn belongs to God. Exod 13:2 
• Must be given to God, or redeemed with a substitute sacrifice. 

o Absolute 
� God could not have asked for more 
� Burnt offering is your best. All goes up in smoke 
� How easy it would have been for Abe to love God’s gift more than God, the giver. Isaac 

could have become a false God. 
� Abe needed to make a choice to love God MOST 

 
II. Growing into greatness demands obedience – Gen 22:3-5 
• His obedience was immediate 

o Gen 22:3 – Abe rose early 
• His obedience was unwavering  

o Story slows down – 22:6-10 
� Isaac: “behold” (DAD!) 
� Isaac now ~15 years old. He could have resisted, but he trusted his father. 

o 3 days he walks. 3 days he has opportunity to rationalize, turn back. 3 nights looking at the stars, 
remembering the promise. 

• His obedience was in hope – Gen 22:5 
o Hebrews 11:17-19 

� I have never seen resurrection. Abe had not seen resurrection. 
� He is coming to know God. Nothing is impossible with Him. 

• His obedience was unconditional 
o Genesis 22:10-12 

III. Great obedience receives perfect provision – Gen 22:13 
• How did Abraham make it up the hill, build the altar, bind his son, lift his knife? “I can do this thing!” No! 

He had seen God provide for him before, so he clung to Him. 
• God’s intervention makes this a great story – His timing, His method.  
• Story is about Abraham’s God 

 
• God provided for Himself – 22:8 



o What God requires, only God can provide, my son 
• God provided a substitute – 22:13 

o “in the place of” 
o 1 Peter 2:24a. “He Himself bore our sins in His body...” 
o Most powerful foreshadowing of God’s greater sacrifice 

� God’s substitute would be perfect – 1 Peter 1:18-19 
� God’s substitute would be His own Son – Romans 8:32 
� God’s substitute would cost Him everything  

• “My God, my God...” 
• God was silent. No other father to stay His hand 
• Edmund Clowney. “And when the ultimate beloved child cried, ‘My God, My 

God why hast thou forsaken me,’ the Father paid the price in His silence.” 
o Do you know where Mt. Moriah is? 2 Chron 3:1 

� Where David stopped the plague 
� Where Solomon built the Temple 
� Where Jesus was condemned and rejected 

o Do you know what Moriah means? Hard to translate. 
� “The place belonging to/ place to meet with Yahweh”  
� The place where man meets with God and God provides man’s greatest need. 

 
TRANSITION 
• What a story Abraham has to tell. 
• Do you think he told Sarah before he went? 

o Probably not. She would have hobbled his donkey 
o Got back: “I’m glad you didn’t tell me! Why didn’t you tell me?” 

• Before he returned, he had to worship 
 
IV. Perfect provision inspires greater worship – Gen 22:14 
• “In the mount of the Lord it will be seen” 

o Abe declares something new that he has learned about God 
o God saw what Abe could not see. God saw before Abe could see. 
o Now Abe sees. Faith becomes sight. 

• He worships. He declares for his son and future generations the greatness and goodness of God. 
• Are you becoming a better worshipper? 
• Principles of worship. The “burnt offering” (22:2) 

o Best animal – Malachi 1:8-10,13-14 
o Whole animal – Romans 12:1 
o God wants your best. God wants your all. 

 
Application 

 
Do you want a truly great life in the sight of God? 
 
Are you holding anything back from God? 

 


