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Abraham’s Victory (Genesis 22) 
God can hit a home run with a crooked stick. He can take ordinary, weak, fearful, forgettable men and women 

and accomplish extraordinary things through them… if they will trust and obey. 

 
Biblical Heroes 

 Moses: exiled murderer turned stuttering shepherd 

 Ruth: poor young widow from the wrong side of town 

 David: forgotten runt who tended sheep 

 Theme: God loves to hit a homerun with a crooked stick! 
 

Abraham 
 Idolater called to the Promised Land (ch 11, 12) 

 Ran away in fear (ch 12) 

 Grew in faith (ch 13-15) 

 Backslid in doubt (ch 16, 20) 

 Blessed with a miraculous boy (ch 21) 
 

Lessons in Greatness 
1. Greatness is revealed by testing 

 Testing SHOWS our faith 
o 1 Peter 1:6-7 
o Trials reveal the strength of your faith, not to God, but to YOU and to the 

WORLD 

 Testing GROWS our faith 
o James 1:2-4 

 Abraham’s test in Gen 22 … 
o Follows a spiritual high 
o Is completely unexpected 

 Abraham knew that Isaac belonged to God 
 But God had never asked a father to give his child back to God 
 And this particular boy was the promised heir of the covenant (Gen 

17:19) 
o Is unimaginably painful 

 In God’s quest to make us holy, there is nothing in our lives off limits 
to Him 
 

2. Greatness requires extraordinary obedience 
 Abraham’s obedience was 

o Immediate (Gen 22:3a) 
o Unhesitating (Gen 22:4) 
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 Abraham obeyed through faith 
o Hebrews 11:17-19a 

 

3. Great obedience is built on great faith 
 Abraham believed God would resurrect his son 

o Even though at Abraham’s time this had never been done 
o Even though God had never said that he would do so 

 In the same way, God calls us to trust Him so deeply that we’ll obey even when His 
commands 

o Don’t make sense to us 
o Seem impossible to us 
o Seem too hard to bear 

 

4. Great faith results in great reward 
 God delivered Isaac 

 A common response to this story: How could a loving God tell a father to kill his own 
son? 

o Isaac’s life was never in danger; God wasn’t going to let Isaac die 
o In the Bible, there is only one Father who sacrificed his son: God 

 Genesis 22 is foreshadowing 
 Mt. Moriah = Jerusalem, the same mountain Jesus climbs 2000 years 

later 
 This story reflects the GOSPEL 

 God rewarded Abraham with an oath (Gen 22:15-18) 
o God restates the promises of the Abrahamic Covenant, but this time He seals 

it with an oath 
o This is the point that every Israelite looks back on as a guarantee of God’s 

promises 
 

What does this look like in our lives? 
 Some of us are facing a Genesis 22-once-in-a-lifetime kind of test 

 Others are facing smaller but more consistent trials that test our faith 

 The world says that greatness comes from great talent, wealth, skill, and looks. No. True 
greatness comes from only one source: obedient faith 


