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Jacob: Chosen (Genesis 25 & 27) 
In the story of Jacob and Esau we see that destiny is determined by BOTH God’s sovereign election AND our free 

will. I can’t logically explain how both are true. But I must hold tenaciously to both because the Bible teaches 

both and because I need both if I am to know REST deep in my soul and take RESPONSIBILITY for the life I live. 

 
God is Sovereign AND we have Free Will 

o Sovereignty of God 

 God’s choices determine our destiny 

 Makes REST possible – no peace if our God is not sovereign 

o Human free will 

 Our choices determine our destiny 

 Makes RESPONSIBILITY possible 

o Mystery how both can be true, but the Bible teaches both and we need both 

 You see both clearly in the story of Jacob and Esau 

 

1) Our destiny is determined by… God’s Sovereign Choice 
 God is sovereign over childbirth (25:19-21) 

o God blessed Rebekah with twins 

 God is sovereign in election (25:22-23) 

o Not subject to our customs or expectations 

 God chooses the younger son, despite the laws and customs of Isaac’s 
culture 

o Not based on our merit 

 Jacob was NOT worthy at all… and neither was his brother Esau! 

o Romans 3:10-12, 9:10-12, 15-16 

o Common complaint: “Election isn’t fair!” 

o You’re right – it’s not! 

o Fair = give everyone exactly what they deserve 

 If God was “fair”, every human would spend eternity in hell 

o Gracious >> Fair 

o Ephesians 1:4-5 

o Rather than condemn all to hell, He mercifully chose to save some who were not 
worthy 

 Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, you, and me 
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2) Our destiny is determined by… Our Free Choices 
 Sovereignty ≠ “to make all decisions” 

o Common misconception 

 Sovereignty = “power and authority to make all decisions” 

o God could have created a universe where He calls all the shots 

o Instead, He freely chose to create a universe where He shares His power and 
authority to make decisions with His human creation 

 By His sovereign choice we are able to make real, un-coerced choices that carry real 

responsibility 

o Seen in Acts 2:23 

 Our free choices play a decisive role in shaping the future 

 This is seen clearly in the rest of the story of Jacob and Esau… 

o Esau chose to sell his birthright (25:24-34) 

 Jacob freely chose to value what God valued – Esau did not 

o Jacob chose to steal the blessing (ch 27) 

 It’s deception – and it works! 

 Jacob and Esau show us that God is sovereign AND we are responsible 

 

o Take RESPONSIBILITY for your choices 

 To believe 

o John 3:16 – not “whoever is elect…” but “whoever believes…” 

 To obey 

o “I am responsible for my life. I am responsible to believe and to obey. And I have no 
excuses for choosing otherwise. It is my choice. I am responsible.” 

 

o REST in God’s sovereignty 

 In the security of your salvation 

o Romans 8:38-39 – “no created thing” = You!! 

o He chose to love you and because He’s sovereign, there’s nothing that can change 
that 

 In the certainty of His promises 

o Psalm 46:10 

o Psalm 55:22 


