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Jacob: Broken (Genesis 28-31) 
There is a way of life that works - a way of life full of God’s love, joy, peace, and hope. But that way of life is 

only available to the humble of heart. God must break us of pride before He can grow us in grace. He must 

break those He loves by showing us His terrifying glory, His surprising grace, and the terrible cost of our sin. 

 
God must break us of pride before He can grow us in grace 
 
1. Jacob Broken by the Terrifying Glory of His God 

 Jacob has to leave his family to escape Esau (Gen 27:41, 43-44) 

 Jacob is nowhere, with no one and nothing (28:10-11) 

o Jacob is in the wilderness literally and figuratively! 

 God shows up in glory (28:12-15) 

o “stairway” – not ladder – huge ramp or staircase stretching from earth to heavens 

 Jacob is terrified (28:16-17) 

o The Lord (YHWH) descended to “stand over Jacob” 

o “Awesome”: in Hebrew = intimidating or terrifying 

o Jacob is overwhelmed with fear/dread because he realizes… 

 This God is much bigger than I realized 

 This big God is my dad’s God 

 God terrified Jacob by showing up in glory 

 Why? Because that’s the first step in humbling a prideful person 

 God humbled Jacob by showing him His glory. You see that repeatedly in the Bible 

o Isaiah 6:1-5 

 Application #1: To grow as followers of Christ we must come to grips with the terrifying 

glory of our God 

o Accept uncomfortable reality that our God is neither safe nor comfortable  

o You can’t grow spiritually until you come to grips with that reality 

o This week: meditate on the terrifying greatness of God 

 Read Isaiah 6:1-7 

 Read Revelation 1 

 Meditate on terrifying glory of God until it begins to sink in & humble you 

 Spend time filling your mind with the terrifying glory of God 

 
2. Jacob Broken by the Surprising Grace of His God 

 God climbs down – He doesn’t make Jacob climb up 

 God climbs down to give promises instead of punishment 
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o Jacob sees God and expects judgment; instead God gives him “all the land, seed, 

and blessing I promised to Abraham” 

 That’s the surprise of GRACE 

 That’s what is so unique about the God of the Bible 

o Religion: tells you what you must do to climb to God 

o Christianity: tells you that God climbed down to you to give you grace 

 Accepting God’s offer takes HUMILITY! 

o You must let go of all the hard work you’ve done to impress God and earn eternal 
life, and instead humbly acknowledge, “God I have nothing to offer you, nothing 
to impress you, nothing to bargain with. All I can do is humbly come with open 
hands to receive your love and your forgiveness as a free gift paid for by Jesus.” 

 Application #2: If you haven’t already at some point in your life humbly say YES to God’s 
free gift of eternal life 

 
3. Jacob Broken by the Terrible Cost of His Sin 

 He arrives in Haran and meets the girl of his dreams (29:10-11,14-20) 

o Captivated by sexual attraction – in lust, not love 

 Jacob makes a deal with Laban 

o Jacob will work for 7 years for Rachel  

 Deceived by Laban – a man just like him 

o Just as Jacob deceived Isaac, Laban deceived Jacob 

o God lets Jacob feel the pain of his own sin 

o But the lesson was not over yet 

o After 7 more years of labor, Jacob now has two wives…and that never works well  

 From this moment on, as a result of sin, Leah, Rachel, and Jacob all lived in their own 
private hell for the rest of their lives 

o Leah – the hell of being unloved 

o Rachel – the hell of infertility 

o Jacob – the hell of polygamy 

 Application #3: To grow as followers of Christ, we must accept responsibility for the pain 
our sins have caused 

o Prayerfully REFLECT on your life 

o CONFESS your sins to God 

o ASK FOR FORGIVENESS from those you’ve hurt 

o MAKE RESTITUTION where possible 
 

God must break you of pride before He can grow you in grace. So pray you break quickly! 


