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Joseph: Refuse to Get Even 
Genesis 42-50 

 
 

Broken lives are rescued through the power of forgiveness. It is God's dream for our lives is that we 
become examples of the forgiveness of God in Christ. Such forgiveness is costly, but given freely. Are 
you willing to be trampled, as Jesus was, for Jesus' sake? 

 
Forgiveness is free but Costly 

• Joseph bore the cost 
Principle #1  

Forgiveness is costly for the giver  
1 Peter 2:24  
He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross....  

• Joseph trusted the wisdom of God 
Isaiah 46:9–10  
“I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the 
beginning.”  
Principle #2  

Forgiveness (and the fruit of forgiveness) is a long process  
• Joseph trusted the justice of God 

1 Thessalonians 5:15  
See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another 
and for all people.  
Principle #3 

Forgiveness is never deserved 
Ephesians 4:32  
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  
Principle #4 

Unwillingness to forgive is costlier than forgiveness 
• Joseph trusted the sovereignty of God 

Romans 8:28  
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who 
are called according to His purpose.  

• Joseph worked for reconciliation 
Matthew 5:43–45  
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven....”  

Application 
1. When wronged, look in, not out. 
2. When wronged, remember God’s dream for your life.  


