
Finding Jesus in Genesis 
No question in life is as important as Jesus’ question in Matthew 16, “Who do you say that I am?” Our 

answer to that question determines everything. But to find the answer we must go back to the beginning, 

to the book of Genesis, to the problem and the promises that all of history are built upon. To understand 

Jesus, we must find Him in Genesis. 

What identifies us as Christian? 

 That we attend Church? read the Bible and pray? practice biblical morality?... 

 No, it is our answer to Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?” (Mt 16) 

Who is Jesus? 

1. The Sovereign of Genesis 

 “Son of the Living God” 

 John 8:56-59 

o “Before Abraham was, I am” 

o “I am” = Hebrew YHWH – personal name of the One True God 

 Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1 both begin with the phrase “In the beginning.”  That’s 

not by accident! 

 Jesus is on every page of Genesis because He is the God of Genesis 

 So what? 

 If Jesus really did claim to be God, then he is either your Lord, or He’s a liar 

or a lunatic 

 If Jesus is the Sovereign God of Genesis, we must bow before Him as Creator and 

King 

o “…there is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human 

existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry: 

‘Mine! ‘” – Abraham Kuyper 

2. The Son of Genesis 

 Matthew 1:1 – Genealogy 

o Both Matthew & Luke go to painstaking detail to show Jesus descended 

from Abraham 

 Why does this matter? 

o Go back to Genesis 12:1-3 

o God promised Abraham… 

 Land – from Nile to Euphrates 

 Seed – countless descendants 



 Blessing – victory, prosperity, protection, fame 

o This covenant became the foundation of the rest of the Bible 

 Story of OT: waiting for a son of Abraham to receive the covenant and bless the 

world… but no one does. 

 Why? The LAW 

o Shows Abraham’s descendants what they must do to receive the promises 

o But NO ONE passes the test of the Law – all fall miserably short 

 Until… Matthew 4:1-11 – Jesus passes the test!!  

o Jesus is the one and only son of Abraham who obeyed the Law and is 

therefore worthy to receive all the promises of the covenant! 

 That’s what Peter meant when he called Jesus “the Christ” 

o “Christ” = “Messiah” = the person anointed by God to fulfill all of His 

promises 

 So what? 

 It proves that God will do whatever it takes to keep His promises to you 

 God sent His own Son to become a son of Abraham so that God Himself could 

fulfill their end of the covenant! 

3. The Savior of Genesis 

 God created humanity as the pinnacle of all Creation – made in His image 

 He gave them the gift of CHOICE – they could choose to love and obey or not 

 Adam chose sin, and brought the curse of sin and death on all mankind 

o Romans 5:12  

 All of humanity sat under that curse of sin and death, until… 

o Late one night 2000 years ago near Bethlehem… Luke 2:8-11 

o Jesus is the Savior humanity has needed since Genesis 3 

 Whereas Adam brought us sin & death, Jesus brought us righteousness & life! 

o Romans 5:19 and 1 Corinthians 15:22  

 So what? 

 We all desperately need a Savior to deliver us from the penalty of sin & the 

fear of death 

 That’s what’s so unique about Christianity: it offers us a Savior! 

o Every other religion gives you a path to salvation through rules 

o Christianity is exactly the opposite 

o Religion says “DO”, Christianity says “IT IS DONE” 

Who is Jesus to YOU? 

 Read Matthew while Genesis is fresh 

 Download “Essentials” or “His Story” 

 Come talk to a pastor 


