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Genesis Fulfilled in Jesus' Church 
Ephesians 2:11-3:12; Galatians 3 

 
 

We are the Church, God's mystery, hidden for generations but now revealed.  We are not 
Israel, but we are united to God's eternal plan through faith in Abraham's perfect son, Jesus 
Christ.  It is Jesus who has joined us to Himself, to the Father and to one another so that we 
might share in Abraham's calling to be a blessing to all nations. 

 
Best river rafting trips guide gives you a paddle. You can’t do much good; you can do some harm. Mostly 
the guide is in control of the boat, but even the guide has limited power. The guide can’t stop in the 
middle of the river, turn around and paddle upstream. Everyone in boat is going down river. I have 
always thought this is a great analogy for God’s plan for human history; it’s like a powerful, rushing river. 
It began before we entered the water; it will continue after we exit from the water. We can fight against 
the current and get dumped in the frigid water; or we can get in the raft and go with God’s flow and 
enjoy the thrilling ride.  
 
This little section of river that we are in is described in the New Testament (NT) as “The Church.” But did 
you know that in the early Church one of the biggest questions they had was, “What is the Church?” 
When you think about “the Church,” what comes to your mind? 
• Is this the Church? 

o Building at 700 Anderson Street? or 1901 Harvey Mitchell Pkwy? 
o Need to include other buildings with Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians 
o What about the Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Bible Church 

• What is the Church, and how does it relate to our study of Genesis? 
 
1. We are a mystery now revealed – Ephesians 3:1-12 
• There is no “Church” in the Old Testament (OT) 

o Aren’t we going to talk about the connection between Genesis and Church? 
o “Mystery” used 3 times – 3:3, 4, 9 
o Defined – Ephesians 3:5, 9  

• We are not the “Israel” of the NT. We can’t be because Israel was revealed in OT. 
o Church began on day of Pentecost. Began when God’s Spirit indwelt believers in Jesus 

permanently.  
o Not how Spirit worked in OT. Some people, temporarily; even kings and prophets 
o Jesus said, “wait for what the Father promised”; Spirit thru faith not Law 
o Church is EVERYONE who has believed and received the Spirit 
o We are not Israel. Not all Christians agree with this 

� We don’t baptize babies 
� We don’t have 10 Commandments posted in foyer 
� We believe in a future for Israel. Next week. 

• We are not an afterthought – Eph 3:11 
o Mt 13:1-3, 10-13 

• How are we connected to the book of Genesis? Galatians 3 
• FAQ. Q: How were people in the Old Testament saved? A: Same way we are. 



 

o “The basis of salvation in every age is the death of Christ; the requirement for salvation in every 
age is faith; the object of faith in every age is God; the content of faith changes in the various 
dispensations [eras of salvation history].” (Charles Ryrie, Dispensationalism Today, p. 123) 

 
2. We are children of Abraham [through faith] – Galatians 3:6 
• Abraham entered God’s family by faith – Galatians 3:6 

o Long history of Jewish teaching that Abraham earned righteousness through his works. 
� “In rabbinic writings, Abraham is often affectionately called ‘a bag of myrrh,’ for ‘ just as 

myrrh is the most excellent of spices, so Abraham was the chief of all righteous men.’” 
(Cant. Rab. 1.13; cited in Longenecker, 110 

� Why was he considered “righteous”? His deeds. “For Abraham was perfect in all his 
deeds with the Lord, and well-pleasing in righteousness all the days of his life.” Jubilees 
23.10.  

� “Was not Abraham found faithful in temptation, and it was reckoned unto him for 
righteousness.” 1 Maccabees 2:52 

� Paul: faith alone.  
o In the same way, his physical offspring became heirs of promise by faith 

� Not everyone who was part of nation of Israel believed. Some kept the Law and stayed 
out of trouble, but they didn’t actually believe 

� OT: always been a “remnant” 
� John the Baptist (Mt 3:9) descendants for Abe from stones 

• We join Abraham by faith – Galatians 3:7-8 
o Continuity between Old Testament and New Testament is FAITH 
o God’s family has always and only been comprised of those who believe 

• How does salvation work for us who are not Jewish? Easy if raised in SS! 
o “Father Abraham had many sons, many sons had Father Abraham, and I am one of them, and so 

are you...” 
� Confess: it took me a long time to figure that song out 
� Abe had just one son, Isaac. Another, Ishmael; more from concubines. That must be 

what it means. No, I’m one too. 
o Galatians 3:16 

� OT narrows its focus toward one Son 
� Abe, Isaac (not Ishmael), Jacob (not Esau), Judah (not Reuben), David (not his brothers).  
� Jesus, the perfect Jew. Worthy to inherit the promises and distribute them to God’s 

family. 
� NT moves outward from Christ. From one man to all nations. 

o Galatians 3:26-29 
• One of the biggest questions in the early Church – What is the Church? 

o What is the Church in relationship to Israel, God’s chosen people? 
o Romans 11 – a branch grafted in 

• We are distinct, but we are connected through Abraham 
 
3. We are a new humanity – Ephesians 2 
• When we think of humanity today, one word describes us: DIVIDED 

o Divided by race, language, nationality 
o Divided by political camps: liberal, conservative, democrat, republican 
o Divided by socio-economic status: rich, poor, middle-class 
o Divided by demographic groups: baby boomers; Gen X; Gen Y; Millennial 

• Division began in the Garden – Adam and Eve were one flesh 
o Mankind attempted in its own strength to overcome division 
o Result was Tower of Babel; multiplied evil 



 

o God scattered humanity; divisions became deeper; He chose one family 
o Made them distinct so that the world would have a model 
o But the way they practiced the Law separated them further 

• Ephesians 2:11-15 
• Galatians 3:28 

o Paul is not saying these things are meaningless 
o Unity in Christ overcomes these distinctions as barriers 
o Goal of life as part of the Church is not diversity or unity 

� Goal is pursuit of Christ; unity within diversity is the result 
� Honor and respect because we are one in Christ 
� Honor and respect for those outside because they are in image of God 

• The Church transcends... 
o Nationality 

� No U.S. flag. People from many nations in this room. 
� Church does not belong to America, Mexico, China 
� Church does not Pledge Allegiance to the flag 
� Great nation; can do good in the world; not our ultimate hope 

o Race, gender and status (socio-economic) 
� These distinctions are not meaningless 
� No place for racism in the Church 
� Never think better of ourselves than others because of external trait. We are all on our 

faces before the cross. 
o Political parties 

� Joshua encountered angel of Lord at Jordan. “Are you for us or for our enemies?” 
“Neither. I’m for God.” 

� God is not a member of Republican, Democrat, Libertarian party 
� Vote for candidates that hold to godly principles and positions  
� Take care to not justify a party because it is God’s party 
� Don’t trust in a political party for salvation of nation 
� What will change this nation is the Church infiltrating all culture 
� Engage in politics, education, etc. not for comfort but for Christ 

o Denominations 
� Heresy appropriately divides. Immorality divides. 
� If we hold to the same gospel, then we are one in Christ 
� Culture and non-essential doctrinal issues make it hard to worship 

o Physical structures 
� Church is not a building; Church is the PEOPLE. 
� Not divided by anything external; united in Christ 

o Eph 2:17-22 
� No spiritual priority in the Church – equal access to God 

 
4. We are partners in Abraham’s calling – 2 Cor 5 
• Genesis 12:3c 
• 2 Cor 5:17-19 
• 2 Cor 5:20 

 
Application 
• God’s plan for human history is like a powerful rushing river. Moving people to the place where He can 

bless them through the knowledge of His Son. 
• Our greatest privilege, our greatest joy, is to go with God’s flow. 
• Who will you “bless” this week? 


