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Genesis Fulfilled in Jesus' Return 
Revelation 19-22 

 
 

When Jesus returns, He will defeat every enemy and fulfill every promise. 
 
Bible’s story line: A perfect garden (Gen 1-2) under God’s protection. No sin, no death, no danger. The villain 
enters: the serpent comes to ruin God’s world. Humanity follows the serpent, Satan. Death and sin enter. God 
works to restore the world through Jesus, the hero, who defeats sin and death and Satan, snatches victory from 
the jaws of defeat, and returns everything to the way it should be.  
 
Genesis began with the world’s creation. God made the world as a place where people reflected His character: 
His glory and His love and His wisdom. People were meant to enjoy Him and His world and rule it on His behalf. 
In Genesis 3, everything went wrong. We listened to Satan rather than God.  
 
God worked out a plan. He worked through Abraham and his descendants (Isaac, Jacob, and his sons). He 
revealed Himself through them and made promises that through them the nations, all the world, would be 
blessed and redeemed. That nation is eventually the one where God’s Son, Jesus, comes from. Jesus is the hero 
who defeats every enemy and fulfills God’s perfect plans for the world.  
 
Now we observe the consummation of those perfect plans. When Jesus returns, He will defeat every enemy and 
fulfill every promise.  
 
This is good news that we’ve been given, to share it with the world.  It’s good news for those who believe in 
Jesus, but not for those who don’t. We are called to make the message known, to be God’s representatives so 
people can hear and believe.  
 
Let’s look at God’s plan to restore everything to its rightful position when Jesus returns:  
 
I. Jesus will Raise the Dead (1 Thess 4:13-18).  

 
That’s not metaphorical or spiritual or allegorical. 
 
The greatest consequence of sin is death (Genesis 3:19).  
 
For you are dust, and to dust you shall return. —Genesis 3:19 
 
Dust to dust was the curse on Adam and Eve. Death is separation from life, separation from God’s presence. 
It’s an enemy. 1 Corinthians 15:26 says that death is the last enemy God will abolish.  
 
You’ve never celebrated death, even at a funeral. We celebrate a person’s life, but we grieve death. As 
Christians, our hope is that we will rise from the dead.  
 
“It will readily be observed that the doctrine of resurrection is a cardinal doctrine of the Word of God. In the 
ministry of the apostles after Christ’s resurrection the theme of the resurrection of Christ dominated their 
preaching, almost to the exclusion of His death” (395).  
— J. Dwight Pentecost,  Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology 
 



The resurrection of Jesus that we celebrated at Easter is a promise of resurrection and life for all who 
believe. When Jesus returns, he will raise the dead.  
 
We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 
fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left 
till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.  
 
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and 
are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with 
the Lord forever.  —1 Thess 4:14-17  
 
This is not a disembodied existence, playing harps and floating on clouds. This is a bodily resurrection. If you 
know Jesus, then death will one day be destroyed for you.  
 
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 
and believes in me will never die.”  —John 11:25-26 
 
The curse that Adam and Eve incurred in the Garden, the curse we all deserve, is overturned because Jesus 
died and rose again. Because He took our sin, he defeated death, and we have a promise that we will all rise 
again.  
 
God will throw death into the Lake of Fire, into hell! It won’t exist anymore.  
 
Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  —Rev 20:14 
 
Through Genesis, death is everywhere. Adam and Eve, the Flood, the patriarchs and their families. Rebecca 
died in childbirth. Joseph died in Egypt, far from the Promised Land, instructing that his bones go there later.  
 
One day Joseph will rise again, in that land and he’ll live there forever. That’s a solid hope, because of 
Christ’s resurrection.  
 

II.  Jesus will Restore Creation.  
 
Everything will be like it was in the Garden, only better!  
 
What was life originally like for Adam and Eve in the Garden (Genesis 2)? 
• A perfect land - The perfect earth was spread out before them to enjoy and to subdue (1:28-30).  
• Perfect work - Their work was to know God and to take care of His creation. What a wonderful task 

they’d been given. It was not vain labor or particularly painful work. Instead, it was their privilege to 
walk intimately with God. More than enough water, more than enough food.  

• Perfect relationships - Perfect relationships with God and with one another.  
• No curse - Genesis 3 changed all of that. The land and the people were cursed. Things don’t work 

like they should work. The ground doesn’t yield produce easily. Weeds destroy. Natural disasters kill.  
 
For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected 
it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious 
freedom of the children of God.  We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time.  —Romans 8:20-23 



 – Creation is subjected to futility because of the curse.  
 
What we desire is a return to the earth that should be.  
What is your best vacation or your idea of utopia. That’s probably a glimpse of the new heavens and new 
earth.  
 
Curse: Death, pain, fruitless labor, shame, separation from God and others.  
 
Revelation 21:1-5-22:1-5 – No death (21:4), no pain (Gen 3:16; Rev 21:4), great work (Gen 3:17-19; 
Rev 22:1-3), see God’s face (22:4), experience God’s presence again (21:3).  
 
Parallels between Eden and the new Creation.  

Genesis 1 Rev 21-22 
Creation New Creation 
Tree of life (2:9) Tree of life (22:2) 
2 great lights (1:16) No sun/moon (22:16) 

 
Genesis 1 Rev 21-22 
Man and wife Bride of the Lamb 
God in the Garden God in the City 
Curse (3:14) No curse (22:3) 
River of water (2:10) River of life (22:1) 

 
Eschatology is simply the examination of what will happen when God makes everything new again. Since the 
Fall, God has been implementing His plan to save the world through Jesus, the ultimate superhero.  
 
He does that through His promises to Israel and through them, the world.  
 

III. Jesus will Fulfill God’s Promises 
 
Beginning in Genesis 12, God made promises to Abraham and to his descendants, that he would give them a 
land, a nation, and blessings. Through them the whole world would be blessed.  
 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father’s 
house, To the land which I will show you; And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make 
your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who 
curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”  —Genesis 12:1-3  

Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. The Scripture, foreseeing that 
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations 
will be blessed in you.”   —Galatians 3:7-8  

– Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. The Scripture, foreseeing 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “ALL THE 
NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.”  

Eschatology involves the fulfillment of those promises, along with the inclusion of the entire world.  
 
You’ve never voted for a politician who has kept all of his promises. You don’t keep your promises either. 
Sometimes it’s lack of integrity, sometimes lack of ability.  



 
God always keeps his promises.  
 
When we look at eschatology, we see that God keeps his promises to Israel, to save them, and to the world, 
to include them.  
 
Eschatology – Rapture of the church so that Israel can experience chastening and return to Jesus. Jesus 
returns and sets up his kingdom in fulfillment of all of His promises. At the end of 1,000 years, Satan is fully 
defeated, death dies, and we experience eternity on a new heavens and new earth.  
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Land, seed, and blessing, all fulfilled when Jesus returns.  
 
When Jesus returns, He will defeat every enemy and fulfill every promise.  
 
So the final picture in the Bible is the return of Jesus, who will reign forever and ever on a renewed earth, 
with perfect and redeemed human beings. All of his promises will be fulfilled and every enemy will be 
defeated. 
 
That’s why John ends the book of Revelation by reporting that Jesus is coming soon, and then John says, 
“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”  
 

Conclusion 
Eschatology isn’t about complicated charts, although there are some. Eschatology is about the superhero 
fixing everything again. Making everything the way it should be.  
 
• Our hope is not in death. Death is an enemy.  
• Our hope is not in the world political systems.  
• Our hope is not in money or prestige or any earthly gain.  

 



Our hope is only in Jesus, who died and rose again. It’s only in Jesus, who promises eternal life to those who 
believe in Him. What started in Genesis 1 will be finally completed in Revelation 22. The perfect earth, free 
of sin and death, will exist forever and ever for those who know Jesus.  
 

Application: 
Who in your life needs to hear the good news that Jesus has defeated sin and death and is coming back 
soon?  
 
You have been given this message of reconciliation. You have been given the opportunity to worship Him 
and to share Him with the world.  Go from here and preach the good news that He will make everything new 
again.  

 


