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“God’s Perfect Representative 
(Our Great High Priest, Part 2)” 

Hebrews 7 
 
 
Introduction 
 

Melchizedek is a picture or type of the priestly function that Christ would fulfill and of 
Christ’s personal qualifications. 
 
Jesus Christ qualifies to be our Great High Priest because: 

1. He was appointed to the job 
2. He completely understands the trials of humanity 
3. He perfectly represents the Father 
4. He forever fulfills our greatest need 

 
I. Who is Melchizedek?  7:1-3 
 

A. Priest of God Most High 
 
Gen. 14:18-20 
 
1. He leads men to worship God 

He brings out bread and wine and rightly gives God credit 
Points men to the Father 
 

2. He informs their worship – John 4 
Educates Abraham 
Worship in spirit and TRUTH 
Significance illustrated in Dan. 4:34-35 

 
"But at the end of that period I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward 
heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and 
praised and honored Him who lives forever; for His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, and His kingdom endures from generation to generation.  And all 
the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but He does according 
to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no 
one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What hast Thou done?’” 
—Daniel 4:34-35 

 
God is unique - unusual in polytheistic culture 



God owns all – possessor of heaven and earth 
God is greater than any who oppose you 
Abraham’s faith grows – Gen. 14:21-24 

 
B. King of righteousness 

 
Righteousness = justice, meeting a moral standard, right standing 
Like Enoch, we don’t know much about him. He represented God. 
 

C. King of peace 
 
Shalom = fullness of blessing 

Absence of conflict; no animosity or alienation 
Presence of God’s best 
 

War raging around Melchizedek, yet does not engage him. He is blessing others. 
 
A model for the reign of Jesus Christ 

Example: Is. 11:6-9; Ezek. 34:23-31 
 
A former president of the Norwegian Academy of Sciences and historians from 
England, Egypt, Germany, and India have come up with some startling information: 
Since 3600 B.C. the world has known only 292 years of peace! During this period there 
have been 14,351 wars, large and small, in which 3.64 billion people have been killed.  
Moreover, in excess of 8000 peace treaties were made—and broken. 
 
The United Nations is a noble cause, but there will be no peace until the Prince of 
Peace comes; only suppression of animosities, temporary resolution of disagreements. 
 
No peace among men until there is peace with God; Rom. 5:1, 8-10 
 

D. Eternal, uninterrupted priesthood – 7:3 
 
E. “Type” of Messiah 
� Not pre-incarnate Christ 
� Not an angel 
� Type or analogy for God’s future king-priest 

▪ No model in Israel; King and priest were separate functions 
▪ Argument from silence; builds on what is not said about Melchizedek 

 
II. Our priest is superior to Abraham – 7:4-10 

 
� Melchizedek led Abraham in worship 
 



� Received tithes; functioning as Abraham’s mediator 
Even Levi paid tithes; all descendents existed in body of patriarch 

 
� Blesses – authority to give away God’s gifts 

Reminds Abraham of God’s promises; land, seed, blessing 
 
Dt. 20:1-4; reminds warriors of God’s promised victory 

 
� Always an offer of counterfeit blessing – Gen. 14:21-24 

Abraham turns down offer from king of Sodom 
 
Why would you want to go back to Judaism? 
Why would we live for other riches? 

 
III. Our priest is superior to Levi – 7:11-28 

 
Why would God designate Him according to a different order? 
 
A. His priesthood is permanent – 7:15-17, 23-25 

 
Indestructible because of God’s “oath”/promise 
“priest forever” means that God had to raise Him from the dead 
 
Levitical – based on lineage; couldn’t hold it forever because they were mere mortals 
 

B. He Himself is SINLESS – 7:26-28 
 
� God can accept us on His behalf 
� No fear of skeletons in His closet; nothing will disqualify Him 
� If He was disqualified, we would be out 
 

C. He creates righteousness in His subjects – 2 Cor. 5:21 
 
righteousness = justice; behaving or acting according to the standard; right standing 
because we have a borrowed righteousness from our high priest 

 


