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“Different is Not Bad, It's Better!” 

Hebrews 8:6-13 
 
 
Survey 2000 years of biblical history 
 
I. The “Old” Covenant:  Was it really that bad? 

 
Abrahamic Covenant promises (~2090 B.C.) – land, seed, blessing; unilateral grant 
 
Mosaic Covenant stipulations “added alongside” (~1446 B.C.) – Gal. 3:17-19 
 
How will each generation enjoy promises in their lifetime? 
How will each generation “draw near” to God? 
 
A. Useful functions: 

 
1. To reveal the holiness of God (1 Peter 1:15-16; Rom. 7:12) 

 
▪ Who is Yahweh?  400 years of silence as slaves 
 
▪ To reveal the standard of holiness required of those in fellowship with a holy 

God (Psalm 24:3-5) 
 

2. To make provision for a redeemed people to worship (Lev. 23) 
 
▪ Weekly and annual cycle 
 
▪ To expose the sinfulness of man (Gal. 3:19,22; Rom. 7:7-8); defined sin 
 
▪ To make provision for temporary forgiveness of sins and restoration to 

fellowship (Lev. 1-7)  
 
▪ To reward the people for obedience and discipline for sin (Dt. 28) 
 

3. To provide a national constitution 
 
▪ To be the unifying principle that made possible the formation of the nation (Ex. 

19:5-8; Dt. 5:27-28) 
 



▪ To separate Israel from the nations in order that they might become a kingdom 
of priests (Ex. 19:5,6; 31:13) 

 
B. Deficiencies: 

 
1. Finite priesthood – 7:23-28 
 
2. Shadow sanctuary – 9; 8:4-5 
 
3. Inadequate sacrifices – 9-10; 10:1-4 
 
4. Absence of empowerment –  

 
Ex. 24:3 “all the words which the Lord has spoken we will do” 
Ex. 24-31 = Moses receiving instructions; Ex. 32 = golden calf 
Pattern repeated throughout Israel’s history; Jer. 7:23-26 
 
a. Heb. 10:4; can’t justify; Gal. 2:16 
 
b. Could not produce maturity; Could not make worshipers perfect in conscience; 

cannot sanctify – Heb. 9:9; Rom. 8:3-4 
 
c. Could not provide perfect access to God – 7:11 

 
We haven’t lived under Law, but we have experienced effect 
 

Should be obvious that a NEW covenant is needed. 
 

II. The “New” Covenant:  Better by far 
 
Historical setting of Jeremiah 31; divided kingdom 

 
Jeremiah’s ministry extended from “the 13th year of the reign of Josiah” (Jer. 1:2) until 
the Exile of the Jerusalemites (1:3). Thus he prophesied from about 627 B.C. until at 
least 586 B.C. (BKC) 
 
Jer. 3:6-10; Revival under Josiah doomed to failure (2 Kings 23:3 Josiah promised 
faithfulness); don’t despair, I’m giving a new covenant 
 

Different – bi-lateral, no empowerment, doomed to failure, temporary 
 
▪ God will effect it; unconditional 

“The law demands what it cannot give, grace gives all it demands.”  Pascal 
 



▪ Better promises; unbreakable promises 
 
� Inability to disobey (willing obedience) Ezek. 36:26-27 
 
� Inevitable intimacy – has always been God’s goal; Garden; Ex. 6:7; 29:45; Lev. 

26:12; Dt. 29:13; Jer. 24:7; 30:22; 32:38; Ez. 36:28; Rev. 21:3 
 
� Everlasting removal of the great barrier, sin; formerly sins were “set aside” 
 

III. If the “New” is so much better, why do I still struggle with sin? 
 
A. Initiated but not fulfilled 

 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood…” 
 
Mystery happened – the Church; Eph. 3:1-11 

 
Not geographical; not political 
Not physical 
Not primarily Jew, but gentile 
 

B. “Grafted in” – Rom. 11:17-18; 11:25-29 
 
New Covenant not made with the church 
 
Direct recipients: “with house of Israel and Judah” 
 
What will fulfillment look like? 

 
Land – Promised Land and dominion over earth 
 
Seed – people ruled by Davidic King 
 
Blessing – material and spiritual  
 

What do we get? 
 
� Forgiveness of sins – Col. 2:13-14; Heb. 9:26 
 
� Eternal life – 1 John 5:11-12 
 
� Justification by faith – Gal. 3:8 
 
� Indwelling Spirit – Gal. 3:14 



 
Holy Spirit enables but does not “cause”; is resistible 

 
Conclusion 

 
Battle won’t last forever; Hope of the resurrection – body without flesh 
 
Win-able battle with sin 
 
Hope of progressive transformation 
 
HOW?  Put yourself at the Spirit’s disposal to transform.  Disciplines of the Spirit – 

fellowship, prayer, study, solitude, fasting, giving. 
 
Ask someone who displays the fruit of the Spirit. 

 


