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“Cross Before the Crown” 

Hebrews 11:32-38 
 

First comes the suffering, then comes the exaltation. 
First comes the cross, then comes the crown. 

 
 
I. Physical weakness comes before physical strength 

 
But He was pierced through for our transgressions, 
He was crushed for our iniquities; 
The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, 
And by His scourging we are healed.  
All of us like sheep have gone astray, 
Each of us has turned to his own way; 
But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all 
To fall on Him.  
He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 
Yet He did not open His mouth; 
Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, 
And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, 
So He did not open His mouth 
—Isaiah 53:5-7 (NASB) 
 
Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from 
exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment 
me—to keep me from exalting myself! 
Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. 
And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 
weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may dwell in me. 
Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with 
persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. 
—2 Corinthians 12:7-10  
 

II. Discipline (training) comes before the reward 
 
But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, 
because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of 
God He might taste death for everyone.  



For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.  
—Hebrews 2:9-10 
 
In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and 
tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety.  
Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered.  
—Hebrews 5:7-8 
 
And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets,  
who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, 
shut the mouths of lions,  
quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made 
strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  
Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting 
their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection;  
and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment.  
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death 
with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-
treated  
(men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves 
and holes in the ground.  
—Hebrews 11:32-38 
 
It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline?  
—Hebrews 12:7 
 
All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have 
been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.  
—Hebrews 12:11 
 

III. Shame comes before honor 
 
For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high 
priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the camp.  
Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered 
outside the gate.  
So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.  
For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come.  
—Hebrews 13:11-14 
 
� Grief comes before joy because death comes before resurrection. 



 
� Jesus chose to die. He chose to suffer. 
 
Benediction 
Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord,  
equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
—Hebrews 13:20-21 
 

 
 


