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Invest Your Talents 

Psalm 139:13-16 
 
 

You have talent, and that talent makes you unique, extraordinary, and indispensable to the Body of 
Christ. However, that talent is not actually yours, and you can take absolutely no credit for it! Learn 
how to invest your God-given talents, skills, and abilities in God's kingdom, for God's glory. 

 
Turn to Psalm 139 
 

- Continuing our series on Investing  
- This morning: investing your talents, abilities, skills, gifts, & intellect. 
- Going to start with 2 fundamental biblical truths about talent  

o 2 basic things that God wants us to know & believe about this subject  
- Introduce the first truth with a story from my past 

o First half of elementary school – didn’t feel particularly “talented” 
� couldn’t run fast, kick well, make class laugh 

o All that changed in 4th grade – invited into “Gifted & Talented” program 
� for one period a day you left... magical place called the “GT room”! 
� full of experiments and projects you could study, build, take apart 
� right up my alley!!  
� I was born to engineer – natural – teachers praised my ability 
� I’d found my talent! Not going to get me dates; but it was mine! 

- Happy memory because I had found my talent & it made me special 
- I had arrived at the first foundational truth the Bible teaches about talent... 

 
1) You have Talent! 

- Sounds simple & obvious – but SO many people go thru life doubting this fundamental truth about 
themselves! 

o Whether you realize it or not, whether you feel it or not... 
- Most of us grew up hearing that: Sesame Street, teachers, ever after-school special 

o As a society, we go to great lengths to teach our children that they are talented and thus special. 
o BUT, do we as a society actually believe it? 
o Turn on any non-children’s TV show... what message do you hear? 

� “There are ordinary people... and then there are extraordinary people... with talent on 
the stage, football field, court, runway...”  

o We divide humanity into 2 basic groups 
o We shower fame, money, awards on the special people with talent 

� Follow on Twitter; buy magazines to know who they’re dating 
o Why? Because we don’t actually believe what we learned on Sesame Street! 
o We live in a culture of celebrity – and that culture is inherently unbiblical 

- Truth:  
o God did not create 2 types of people: talented/extraordinary and untalented/ordinary 

- We are each amazingly talented and thus extraordinarily special not because the world says so, but 
because God made us so... 

o Psalm 139:13-16 [read] 
o v16: “unformed substance” = formless mass of cells: an embryo  



� Pause for one second: if you’ve ever wondered where in the Bible God speaks to the 
issue of abortion – here it is. Could not be clearer. 
• even an embryo is a person known, loved, cared for by God 

� this week: 40th anniversary of Roe v Wade 
• since ruling, more than 50 million abortions in the US 

� The Bible is clear: abortion is sin because life begins at conception 
� If you ever find yourself considering abortion, please let us help you find other options.  

• Hope Pregnancy Center & Aggieland Pregnancy Outreach 
� If you’ve ever had an abortion 

• not a special class of sin 
• God forgives, heals, restores 
• We’d love to help you – contact me or another pastor 

o According to Psalm 139, even as an embryo, God was already making you into the uniquely 
talented person you are.  
� “formed” “wove” “skillfully wrought” 
� God worked with great skill and intentionality from the beginning 

• your parents DNA could be combined in an infinite # of ways 
• but God chose 1 particular genetic code for you 

o chance & random luck had nothing to do with making you who you are! 
o God is responsible down to the tiniest detail 

o Even in the womb, God was already endowing you with talent 
- That’s the 1st source of your talents: natural abilities God gave you in womb 

o Physical strength, intelligence, intuition, courage, linguistic ability... 
� Many talents are either partly or completely genetic in origin 
� We see that in kids: I had mechanical aptitude... 

o Examples in scripture...  
� Apollos – Acts 18 – “an eloquent man” – naturally gifted as a speaker 
� Paul – incredibly intelligent, long before he was a believer 
� David’s musical ability, Peter’s physical strength, Esther’s beauty  

o Like them, you were talented in the womb – you just didn’t know it yet! 
o Then as you grew up, you began to add a second type of talent... 

- Learned knowledge & skills 
o God is at work in our growth, education, practice building our skills and knowledge. 
o Examples in scripture... 

� Exodus 31:2-4  
� To the women as well... Exodus 35:25-26  
� Dan 1:17a  

o Students – your time at college is a gift from God 
� He has you here so you can be endowed with knowledge and skill to serve Him in the 

future 
� Don’t take your education lightly – a gift, a stewardship you’ll be held accountable for 

o Finally, most important source of our talents... 
- Spiritual gifts. 

o Turn to 1 Cor 12 – need to look at this source of talent more deeply 
o Read 1 Cor 12:4-11 
o What we learn about spiritual gifts: 

� ONLY for believers 
• “manifestations of the Holy Spirit” – showing Himself in you  
• But when did He come to live in you? When you believed! 
• Receive the Spirit the moment you believe 



• He moves in & begins to remodel you into likeness of Christ 
• Remodeling begins with a gift – one or more spiritual gifts 
• That’s the next takeaway from 1 Cor 12... 

� For ALL believers – all have at least one spiritual gift 
• v7 “to each one” – every believer receives one or more  

 
Now whenever you talk about spiritual gifts, 3 questions tend to come up 

1) What spiritual gifts are there? 
o No definitive list 
o Here’s what we see mentioned in the Bible:  

Spiritual Gifts 
• Apostleship 
• Prophecy     
• Tongues 
• Interpretation of Tongues 
• Healing 
• Miracles 
• Evangelism 
• Teaching 
• Exhortation 
• Administration 

• Leadership 
• Pastoring 
• Discernment 
• Wisdom 
• Knowledge 
• Faith 
• Giving 
• Service 
• Helps 
• Mercy 

 
o Some may overlap or be near-synonyms for one another 
o Of these, one is for sure not available today: APOSTLE 

� Appointed by Jesus Himself to lay foundation of church 
• Set doctrine; wrote New Testament 

� Age of apostles ended with death of John late 1st Century 
o But what about the next few gifts... 

2) What about the sign gifts, are they still active? 
o Prophecy – ability to discern information that could not be known simply from Scripture or from 

our human faculties 
o Tongues – ability to speak in a language you do not know 
o Interpretation  
o Healing – ability to consistently heal people 

� distinguish between “healing” as a gift and as an event 
� God often heals people miraculously on His own 
� this is about a person, a healer 

o Miracles – person thru whom God consistently works miracles 
o Should we expect to see these gifts today? 
o Scripture gives no definitive answer 
o But, if you’ll study your Bible, you’ll notice a trend... 

� Sign gifts more active at some times than at other times 
• Moses 
• Elijah/Elisha 
• Jesus & the Apostles early in book of Acts 

o not at end – Paul couldn’t heal Trophimus 
� What ties those 3 outbreaks of miracles together?  

• A new message being delivered 
o Moses – the Law 
o Elijah/Elisha – prophets as leaders 
o Jesus & Apostles – Gospel! 

Sign Gifts 



� God consistently uses the miraculous gifts to authenticate a new message or messenger 
o Should we expect them today? 

� YES – where gospel is going to a new audience 
• Hindus, Muslims – amazing stories!! 

o Here? That would be unusual, biblically speaking 
� That’s as far as we can go. 

3) How do our spiritual gifts relate to the other 2 sources of our talent? 
o For example: Breakaway – Ben Stuart – 1-in-a-million! 
o Is it a spiritual gift, a natural talent, or a learned skill? 
o A: Yes! To all of the above! 

� The Bible never delineates between these 3 sources 
� Because all 3 are in play 

• Ben is a great speaker by genetics, by practice, and by the gifting of the Spirit. 
o To give you talent, God used your natural abilities & learned skills, & then completed them & 

empowers them with His Spirit 
� Without the Spirit, your talents would be incomplete & useless for pleasing/glorifying 

God 
 

No matter how you feel about yourself... according to the Bible, you are highly talented, absolutely unique, 
and extraordinarily special! 
 
But now, we need a second biblical truth, to bring balance to the first. 

- While the first truth gives us confidence & protects us from insecurity, 
- This second truth gives us humility & protects us from selfishness and pride. 

 
2) Your talents aren’t yours 

- Remember what we learned last week. Ps 24:1 
o God owns everything on this planet without exception 
o Including us... your life, money, time, talents... none of it is yours 

- We are not owners of our talents... we are stewards 
o steward = someone who manages someone else’s stuff. 
o Our talents are on loan to us from God. They’re not ours. 

- That reality has 2 important implications for how we think about our talents... 
 

- 1] God gets all the credit for our talents 
o Completely opposite of how society thinks.  

� TV talent competitions – Why? To identify & celebrate talent 
• we praise & reward them for their talent 

� Ironic: biggest talent show of them all called: American Idol 
• Title includes an admission of our guilt! 
• We idolize / worship the singer for his/her talent 

� Okay to watch American Idol so long as you recognize: that’s not a biblical approach to 
talent 

o We did not create our talents. God did, so He deserves ALL the credit.  
� Not some of the credit – not a passing “thanks” at an awards show 
� It is God alone who... 

• gave us our natural abilities in the womb – we had no part 
• makes our practice effective 

o gifted us with muscles that grow and neurons that learn 
• gives spiritual gifts  

o So God alone gets all the credit for all our abilities, talents, skills, and intellect. 



� Ben Stuart’s one-in-a-million speaking gift  
• says little about Ben and much about God!  

- 2] Our talents are for Him, not us 
o If I see myself as the owner of my talents and abilities... 

� tend to use my talents for my benefit 
� to enrich & improve my life, increase my success, fame, comfort 

o But if I see myself accurately as a steward of my talents and abilities... 
� tend to use my talents for the owner’s benefit  
� for God’s glory & fame, to build His kingdom and church. 

o As stewards of our talents, we are called to use all of them for God’s benefit & glory... 
� Col 3:17 

• Everything without exception 
• “in the name of the Lord Jesus” = in submission to Him as Lord. 

o for Jesus’ glory and benefit. 
o Example of Augustine 

� Really SMART! Once-in-a-generation intellect  
� Before conversion: used intellect to serve himself 

• by 30, occupied one of the most prestigious teaching posts...  
• used it to indulge his pride and satisfy his desires 

� After conversion: used intellect to serve God and to build His church 
 
We are each amazingly and supernaturally talented.  
But those talents don’t belong to us, they belong to God.  

We are just stewards of these talents for a short time,  
called by God to invest them in His kingdom for His glory. 

 
But how do we actually do that? 
Get practical 
How exactly do we use our talents, abilities, skills, and intellect for God’s glory? 
 
The Bible gives 3 answers to that question.  
 
You glorify God with your talents by using them to... 

1) provide for your family 
o God wants you to use your talents to provide for your family in some way 

� 1 Tim 5:8 
� Lots of options: Provide $, food, clothing, care, safety, instruction... 

o To enable you to provide, God gave you talents, skills, and abilities 
o Biblical examples: 

� Esau – talented hunter; Jacob – talented with livestock 
� Prov 31 woman 

• Not describing 1 uber-woman! 
• A list of desirable traits & skills that should guide a young man’s search for a 

good wife – “look for these sorts of things” 
• Notice: he skills are meant to provide for her family. 

o Knitting, cooking, farming, selling... 
o I’ll brag on Julie for a moment... 

� God endowed with creativity, an ability to work quickly with her hands, and with 
business acumen she’s learned... 

� So in addition to taking care of our kids, she started a little side business making 
crocheted & knit products for babies 



� Doing very well – may put our kids through college! 
o God gifted us so that we could provide for our families. 

 
2) serve the church 

o Eph 4:15-16 
o We’re not an organization, club, business 
o We’re a body – the Body of Christ on earth 
o Like the human body, we need all our parts working well to be healthy 
o v16 – church can only grow if every individual does their part. 

� We grow together, or we die together – we’re interdependent 
o What that means: We need you!!  

� Each one of you is essential to the growth of Grace Bible Church 
� Ben Stuart... first to admit that he’s no more important to the church than any of you 
� Cult of the celebrity that has invaded the church... 

• Put gifted speakers, musicians, writers on a pedestal as if they were the truly 
indispensible members of the church 

• NO!! That thinking is of the world, not of God 
� If you believe otherwise... you’ve let our celebrity culture deceive you 

o 1 Pet 4:10... 
� Grace needs each and every one of us using our gifts, talents, abilities, and intellect to 

serve one another. 
o Examples (who you don’t see on stage every Sunday)... 

� AV Team – led by Ethan Stanfield 
� Wayne Borgers – gifted administrator; takes care of all the little details to make Sunday 

morning happen 
� Jane Battle – gifted teacher to many of our children 
� John & Amy Epps – skilled with youth – lead Club 56 
� Ryan McLawhon – knows how use a guitar; he’s the music man for our kids on Sunday 

mornings – Luke & Gracie love him! 
o There’s a place for everyone to serve here at Grace or with our community and campus 

partners 
� If you’re ready to jump in... come talk to one of us on staff 
� If you don’t know your spiritual gifts & talents... 

• Discover your Ministry 
o Next opportunity: at Anderson last 3 Wednesday nights of spring 

semester (4/24, 5/1, 5/8). 
o You can sign up on line today 

 
3) reach the lost 

o Biblical examples: 
� Solomon’s wisdom led the leaders of the world to Jerusalem 
� Paul’s intellect – proclaimed the gospel to the smartest minds of the Greek world in 

Athens – Acts 17 
o Modern examples: 

� CS Lewis’ ability to write  
� Jimmy Needham, Lecrae – musical talent 

o Right here at Grace: 
� Mike Shaub – professor at Mays Business School 

• talented professor and writer, and a well-loved teacher 
• a living, breathing example of Christ to his students 

� Kim Shams, Victoria Buckwalter, and Don Campbell 



• Aggieland Pregnancy Outreach 
• Extensive knowledge & experience to lead struggling young women and men to 

Christ... 
� Val Anderson  

• heart to care for families with kids at Texas Children’s Hospital 
• Gifted leader 
• So she runs His Grace foundation 

o Kids, students, adults young and old... all of us can use our talents and abilities to reach the 
lost. 
� 1) Figure out what you’re good at  
� 2) Use your talent for good – to serve people, help people...  

• free or at reduced rate 
� 3) People will notice – when they do, point them to gospel 

o Students, you can do that right now while you’re at A&M  
� sacrificially serve other students or the community at large 
� when people ask why, point them to Jesus 

o Other end of the spectrum, empty nesters and retirees...  
� you have incredibly valuable skills, knowledge, experience 
� find ways to use it in the community 

• volunteer with service orgs, schools, hospital.. 
� when people ask why this instead of spending all your time on the golf course – point 

them to Jesus!  
 
1) All of us have talent  
 
2) But our talents are not ours  

They’re God’s – we are merely stewards 
He gets all the credit  
They are to be used for His glory and benefit. 

 
3) So let us use our talents to provide for our families, to serve God’s church, and to reach the lost.  
 
If you need help to figure out how – talk to me or someone else on staff 
 


