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Invest Your Wealth 

Luke 16:9-12; 1 Tim 6:9-10,17-19 
 
 

Why should we give our hard-earned money to God and to His church instead of saving it or 
spending it? God has much to say in answer to that question! Discover nine reasons why giving to 
God is not just good; it's essential. Learn to invest in His kingdom for His glory and for your reward. 

 
Pictures of Gracie over the last few years. Notice a color theme? 

- Gracie loves pink 
- Phase: wouldn’t wear clothes that were not pink – doing laundry every night! 
- Love pink things – collects; hoards 
- This shirt... hers! Just on loan to me! 
- Created conflict in our home – heaven help Luke if he’s given a toy with any pink on it – in Gracie’s mind, 

it’s hers! 
- Does not want to share or give because pink is precious to her 

 
It is hard to part with things that are precious to us.  

- The more we value something, the harder it is to give 
- If Gracie ever gives you something pink – that’s how you know she loves you! 

 
Of all that I own, most precious & therefore hardest to give away = my wealth  

- my money, savings, investments, possessions 
- went to school for 20 years; work hard almost every day to earn it  
- I’ve worked hard for my wealth... and so, it is precious to me, valuable 
- Hard to part with 

o Don’t like paying mortgage; taxes  
o Unexpected bill like a kick in gut because my $ is valuable to me 

 
It’s hard to give away what we value  
 
That’s the reality we must confront this morning.  

- Continuing series on investing by talking about wealth 
- God has called us to invest our wealth in His kingdom 
- I’m pretty sure we already know that! 

o May not know how much or how often – but we know we should give  
- But it’s so hard because our wealth is so precious to us – hard to give, even to God 

 
Martin Luther: "There are three conversions necessary: the conversion of the heart, mind and purse. Of 
these three, the conversion of the purse is most difficult."  

 
We know we should give generously to God – but most of us find it so difficult 
 
And so, answer most important question about giving: 

WHY should we give our hard-earned money to God & to His church instead of saving or spending on 
ourselves? 

 
 



The Bible gives us a LOT of answers to that question!  
- 2000+ verses about money; 1 out of 3 parables. 
- Lots about $ because God knows how important it is & how hard it is to give up.  
- Gave us lots of motivation for giving 

 
This morning: 9 most compelling reasons to give your wealth to God and His church. 

- 9 is a LOT! I want to lay it all out – show why giving is not just good; it’s essential 
Why Give? 
 
1) It’s His, not yours 

- Psalm 89:11 
The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You have founded them.  
 

- God made everything – He “founded” the heavens and earth 
- Since He made everything, He owns everything – including my wealth 

o I’m just giving Him back what’s already His 
o It was never mine to begin with.  

- That’s true even if I worked incredibly hard to earn my money 
o American ideal: the “self-made man” 

� work hard, innovate, build, prosper 
o Desire to work hard is good 
o But let us never forget: biblically, no such thing as “self made man” 

� Deut 8:17-18a 
Otherwise, you may say in your heart, ‘My power and the strength of my hand made me 
this wealth.’ But you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you 
power to make wealth... 
 

o No matter how hard we’ve worked – we didn’t create our wealth; God did 
o So it’s His 

- I’m just God’s money-manager – His financial steward 
o He’s made it clear – His money-managers are to invest His $ in His church 

- We give to God because the money was never ours to begin with.  
- And that leads us to the next reason to give... 

 
2) Withholding is stealing from God 

- Mal 3:8-9 
“Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, ‘How have we robbed You?’ In tithes and 
offerings. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of you!” 
 

- God has commanded us to give a portion of His money back to Him 
- When we don’t, we are in effect stealing from Him. 

o We’re being unfaithful money-managers. 
o If you hired a broker to invest your money for you... 

� squanders it all on a vacation to Hawaii 
� you’d be furious!! hope he likes orange jump suits! 
� how dare he steal your money 

- But that’s exactly what we’re doing when we choose not to give generously to God  
o It’s all His money; so when we don’t give, we are stealing from Him 

- While withholding is theft, giving is... 
 
 



3) Giving is worship 
- Phil 4:18 

But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from 
Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 
 

- Their financial gift to Paul’s ministry = an act of worship to God 
o Worship = proclaiming the worth of God 
o We proclaim His worth by giving Him our wealth 

� $ is valuable – so giving it demonstrates the value of the recipient 
� declares He is worthy of your hard-earned money 
� that’s worship: declaring God’s worth with your wealth 

- That’s why we pass the plate during worship 
o not an empty tradition – an act of worship 

 
4) Giving is how we love one another 

- Giving to the Body of Christ is how we show our love to one another 
- 1 John 3:17-18 

But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how 
does the love of God abide in him? Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed 
and truth. 
 

- God has prospered us SO THAT we would have wealth to share 
o not just so we could live more luxuriously 

- Money is a tool God’s given us so we can bless others with it 
o Family that lost a grandparent – funeral was stretching their finances 
o Their Sunday School class – pulled out their wallets – gave thousands 
o That is love! 

� Hugs & prayers – good; but pull out your wallet – that’s love!! 
- Love is shown thru sacrifice – so we give to those in need to demonstrate our love 
- If we don’t share, we prove that we don’t really love one another no matter what we say to the 

contrary. 
 

5) Giving can change someone’s eternity 
- Lk 16:9 

“And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by means of the wealth of unrighteousness, so that when 
it fails, they will receive you into the eternal dwellings.”  
 

- confusing verse 
- “wealth of unrighteousness” = worldly wealth, money, possessions 

o not evil, but no eternal value 
o money doesn’t buy you righteousness – it counts for nothing before God 

- But good news: we can trade money, which has no lasting value, for something that does: people! 
o Money is an evangelistic tool 
o Can support ministries that take the gospel to those who haven’t heard it 
o If they believe, they become our “friends” - will one day greet us at the gates 

- God doesn’t need our money – but has chosen to use it in the process of salvation 
- That reality should give us pause before we spend our $ on another possession 

o Not bad to buy things for yourself and your family – can be wise, good 
o But, must recognize opportunity cost of every dollar spent on ourselves 

= one less dollar that can be spent introducing people to the gospel! 
� very convicting to me – spend so much on trivial things 



� could have been spent on something infinitely more valuable 
- Give your $ to God because it can make an eternal difference in someone’s future. 

 
6) Your wealth is a test  

- I read very differently now than I did back in college 
o Now: casually – not every word, don’t always finish, no underlining or notes 
o Then: carefully – every word, notes, study 
o Why? Because I knew there’d be a test! Would be held accountable 

- The promise of a test makes you take things seriously 
- That should be our attitude towards spending... 
- Luke 16:10-12 

“He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little 
thing is unrighteous also in much. Therefore if you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous 
wealth, who will entrust the true riches to you? And if you have not been faithful in the use of that 
which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own?”  
 

- For believers, this life is a test 
o Review: faithful stewards will rule with Jesus 
o Jesus is testing us right now to see if we’re faithful 
o Are we faithful to serve Him with the “very little things” of this life?  

� Your wealth is one of those “very little things” – doesn’t feel that way!  
� But compared to ruling earth forever, it’s little! 

o If we’re not faithful with this very little thing, how can we be given more?  
- This life is a job interview – you are being tested for a promotion 

 
7) You’re (almost certainly) rich 

- Not what most of us believe about ourselves. 
o The 1% are rich 
o We’re the 99% - we’re not the rich ones, right? 

- Wrong! 
o Biblical standard or being rich: (1) safe, warm home, (2) $ for food today, (3) $ for food 

tomorrow, (4) a little left over for other things 
o If you have that – you’re rich!! 

� Poor of the Bible literally lived day-to-day – no work, no food 
� We have a pantry of food, closet of cloths, $ in bank – we’re rich! 

- Brand, Fearfully and Wonderfully Made “Dear Lord, I have been re-reading the record of the Rich Young 
Ruler and his obviously wrong choice. But it has set me thinking. No matter how much wealth he had, he 
could not-- ride in a car, have surgery, turn on a light, buy penicillin, hear a pipe organ, watch TV, wash 
dishes in running water, type a letter, mow a lawn, fly in an airplane, sleep on an innerspring mattress, 
or talk on the phone... If he was rich, then what am I?” 

- We may not feel rich, but biblically speaking we are.  
o Any time you see the “rich” referred to in scripture, chances are, that’s you. 

- So, 1 Tim 6:17-19 applies to us!! 
1 Timothy 6:17–19  
Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do 
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the 
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. 
 

o Used to think this was a passage for the wealthy 1% – Nope! For most of us 
o We’ve been given much, so we’re responsible to give much 



o Being rich obligates us to be generous 
o Randy Alcorn: God has prospered us not to raise our standard of living, but our standard of 

giving 
- Prosperity is a gift that’s meant to make us generous. 

o You are (almost certainly) rich – so give richly to God and to His church. 
 

8) Giving protects you  
- According to the Bible, money is not bad – it’s morally neutral – not good or bad 
- What is bad, biblically speaking, is the “love of money” 
- 1 Timothy 6:9–10  

But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires 
which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some 
by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 
 

- Those who love money suffer 
o Chase it and it will destroy you 
o In that sense, money is a bit like alcohol 

� Nothing morally wrong with a beer 
� But love it, chase it, consumer more & more of it = Alcoholic!!  
� Alcohol becomes their master – awful master to have! 

- Same with money: 
Matthew 6:24  
“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 
to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
 

o If you love money – if you live for money – it will make a slave of you 
o And if you’re serving money, then you’re not serving God.  
o The great danger of $ – it can steal your heart, your affections 
o Haddon Robinson: “Wealth is deceitful, Jesus told us, and its bondage is subtle. Like the flypaper 

and the fly, the fly lands on the sticky substance thinking ‘my flypaper’ only to discover that the 
flypaper says ‘my fly.’” 

- Money isn’t bad – but it’s incredibly dangerous 
o Give it your heart & it will own you.  
o Will tear your life & relationships apart. 

� Larry Burkett: “Approximately 50% of all marriages fail, and finances are listed as the 
leading cause of divorce by a factor of four to one.” 

o When we let money rule our lives, it destroys us. 
o Money is a good tool but a awful master 

- There is only one way to protect yourself from the love of money: give it away. 
o Giving generously protects your heart 
o Every time you give, you numb your love for money – protect yourself 

 
9) Giving is an investment, not a sacrifice 

- Matthew 6:19–20  
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal”  
 

- v19 – the fatal flaw of money – it doesn’t last! 
o Earthly wealth in any form wears out 
o Money deflates, houses crumble, cars rust, cloths go out of style 



- But that’s okay, because you can trade it for something that does last!  
o Giving to God = trading your earthy wealth for treasures in heaven. 

� We talked about those treasures 2 weeks ago 
� Includes honor, opportunity to rule, and crowns  
� We will enjoy for all eternity. 

- You can’t take your $ with you when you die. But you can send it ahead! 
- Understand: when you give your wealth to God, you aren’t actually making a sacrifice. You’re making 

an investment!  
o A sacrifice is something you don’t get back. 
o But every dollar you give to God you will get back. Not in this life – in the next 
o God will be no man’s debtor – He will return your gift with interest 
o You’re putting your money in an ERA – an Eternal Reward Account 

� That has no risk! – God can’t lose your investment! 
� That bears interest for all eternity! 

- Giving to God is the wisest investment of all!  
 
God knew it would be hard for us to let go of our money. And so He gave us lots of motivation to give.  
 
Why Give your Wealth to God? 

1. It’s His, not yours 
2. Withholding is stealing from God 
3. Giving is how we worship God 
4. Giving is how we love others 
5. Giving can change someone’s eternity 
6. Your wealth is a test 
7. You are (almost certainly) rich 
8. Giving protects you 
9. Giving is an investment, not a sacrifice 

 
I hope at least one of these reasons has really struck home for you this morning.  
 
Investing our wealth with God is not just a duty; it’s a privilege. 
 
So let’s talk about HOW – How do we invest well in God and His church? 
 
How to Give 

- Cheerfully 
o Married men... when you bought an engagement ring 

� Cost a lot – maybe most expensive thing you’d bought up to then 
� Some guys work 2nd jobs; sell cherished possessions 
� And yet, as you put it on her finger, how do you feel? Ecstatic! 

• Didn’t feel like an obligation – it felt like a privilege. 
o 2 Corinthians 9:7  

Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 
 

o Don’t give to God like you give to the IRS. Give like an engagement ring.  
� Give cheerfully.  

o If you need help feeling cheerful: review the 9 reasons we just studied!  
- Regularly 

o 1 Corinthians 16:2  



On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so 
that no collections be made when I come. 
 

o Giving is part of worship and we’re called to worship God regularly 
� You don’t come to church just once a year 
� It’s a habit – that’s what giving should be – a settled habit 

o Give weekly or monthly - $5/month better than $60/year 
� because it builds a habit 

- Privately 
o Matthew 6:2  

“So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they 
have their reward in full.” 
 

o $ given for show doesn’t count – not worship & doesn’t earn reward 
o So, to the best of your ability, keep your giving secret.  

- Sacrificially 
o People often ask, “How much does God expect me to give?” 

� Old Testament answer: TITHE = 10% of gross income 
• BUT, add in all they gave towards sacrifices & religious duties... closer to 22%! 

� In the NT: there’s no requirement specified.  
• Jesus doesn’t give us a minimum % 
• Some of you are breathing a huge sigh of relief!  

o But, we’re not off the hook! 
� Jesus – Mark 12:42-44 

A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. Calling 
His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more 
than all the contributors to the treasury; for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, 
out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.” 
 
• Jesus commends her because she gives until it hurts. 

� That’s the New Testament standard of giving: give till it’s a real sacrifice 
• 2 Samuel – God commands David to build an altar 

o the land owner (Araunah) offers to give the land to David 
o To which David replies...  

2 Samuel 24:24  
However, the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will surely buy it from you for 
a price, for I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God which cost me 
nothing...”  

 
� For our gifts to honor God, they must cost us.  

• If we’re giving just out of our excess, it’s not enough  
• For some of you, giving 2% will be a sacrifice! 
• For others of us... 10%... 20%... 50%... 

o C.S. Lewis:  “I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give.  I am afraid the only 
safe rule is to give more than we can spare.”  

 
God has called us to give cheerfully, regularly, privately, and sacrificially. 
 
 
 



And the primary place God desires us to give is to our local church 
Galatians 6:6  
The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him.  

 
- Let me be clear: NOT saying give to me or any other staff person. 
- What I’m saying is give to the church – whatever church you attend and belong to 

 
For those who call Grace home, I want to challenge you to give sacrificially to this church. 

- I love this church.  
o Work here because I love it! My home long before I worked here. 
o Love it because of what God is doing here 

� For over 40 yrs – impacting the world for Christ through Grace 
� Tens of thousands of children, students, adults – reached, equipped, and sent 

- God is at work through Grace Bible Church. And that work is growing. 
o We were out of room 4 ½ years ago, so we opened Southwood. 
o Now, both Anderson and Southwood are full – 130 people sitting in the foyer at 11AM 
o We are out of room again 
o That limits our ability to reach families & students – no seats for them! 

- After much prayer, elders have concluded: time to prepare for next campus!! 
- But before we can take that step, we’ve got to improve our financial health... 

o May not be aware of this... Since Southwood opened... 
 

� Attendance grown by 100%... budget grown by only 20% 

 
o As a result of that disparity: people attending this church per pastor... 

� 2008: 277 to 1...   2012: 454 to 1 
o Here at Southwood 

� When we opened 4 ½ years ago: 250 people – 3 pastors 
� Today: 1800 people – 3 pastors!! 

o God has blessed us... even in the midst of a recession... 
o But until we can improve our financial health... 

� we can’t take care of our rapidly growing congregation 
� and we certainly can’t multiply again anytime soon  

- So, we invite you to give to Grace 
o Offering plate, boxes at the exit doors, or online 

� Most of us don’t carry cash or checks anymore, so online is way easier. 
 



� www.grace-bible.org � click “Give” � select “general fund”  
• you can give by debit or credit or bank draft 
• one time, or recurring 
• can create an account or give anonymously 

o Even if you can only give a little 
� Students – even just $5 a month... build the habit  

o Adults, if you have means and can give a lot 
� we invite you to help us accomplish all God is calling Grace to do! 

 
Let me end with one final appeal – if you haven’t yet trusted Jesus as your Savior... 

- Please DON’T GIVE 
- Let us give to you 

 
No matter how much money we give to God, we will forever be in His debt.  
He is the greatest giver – gave His own Beloved Son. What is our money compared to that?! 
 


