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“The One and Only: A Study of Isaiah's God and His Servants” 

Isaiah 6:1-8 
 
 

The experience of the prophet Isaiah stands as a timeless paradigm for all who 
would serve the one true King. The overpowering holiness of God compels us to 
see everything in His light. His glory convicts us, cleanses us and calls us to 
unreserved service of the high and exalted King of all creation. 

 
 
AW Tozer, “…the most [telling] fact about any [person] is not what he at a given time 
may say or do, but what he in his deep heart conceives God to be like…Without doubt, the 
mightiest thought the mind can entertain is the thought of God…A right conception of God 
is basic not only to systematic theology but to practical Christian living as well.  It is to 
worship what the foundation is to the temple; where it is inadequate or out of plumb the 
whole structure must sooner or later collapse.”  
—The Knowledge of the Holy, 9-10 
 
I. Crisis: The king is dead, or dying (739 B.C.) 
 

• Isaiah (Yahweh saves) 
• Time period 
• Uzziah (my strength is Yahweh); 2 Chr. 26 

 
II. Clarity: Isaiah sees the true King – 6:1-4 

 
A. The True King is exalted 

 
B. The True King is holy – 6:3 

 
And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes 
around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is 
THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME.”  
—Revelation 4:8 

 
Define holiness (4 concepts related to holiness) 

 
1. God is “set apart”; wholly/entirely other; not common 

 
“We cannot grasp the true meaning of the divine holiness by thinking of someone 
or something very pure and then raising the concept to the highest degree we 
are capable of.  God’s holiness is not simply the best we know infinitely bettered.  
We know nothing like the divine holiness.  It stands apart, unique, 
unapproachable, incomprehensible and unattainable.”   
—Knowledge of the Holy, Tozer, 111 
 
Isaiah 55:8-9. My thoughts are not your thoughts 
 



2. God is morally perfect 
 
For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No evil dwells with You. 
—Psalm 5:4 
 

3. God is whole, complete 
 
English word “holy” comes from Anglo-Saxon halig, hal, meaning “well, whole” 
 
God is complete, lacking nothing 
 
“God is holy and He has made holiness the moral condition necessary to the 
health of His universe.  Sin’s temporary presence in the world only accents this.  
Whatever is holy is healthy; evil is a moral sickness that must end ultimately in 
death.”  
—Knowledge of the Holy, Tozer, 113 
 

4. God’s holiness is absolute 
 
“Holy is the way God is. To be holy He does not conform to a standard. He is that 
standard. He is absolutely holy with an infinite, incomprehensible fullness of 
purity that is incapable of being other than it is.”  
—Knowledge of the Holy, Tozer, 113 
 
Heb 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open 
and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 
 

III. Conviction: Isaiah sees himself – 6:5 
 
Starting in chapter 6 because Isaiah is a paradigm for all of God’s servants 
 
How will God’s servants respond to God’s holiness/perfection and calling? What will 
it take for Israel as a nation to be restored to service? How can Israel fulfill its 
calling? 
 
Confession 
• Takes personal responsibility 
• Acknowledgment of the extent of the problem 

 
IV. Cleansing: Isaiah’s sin is removed – 6:6-7 

A. Instantaneous 
B. Comprehensive 

Iniquity (guilt) – act of sin; consequences; root (“bent-ness”) 
Sin (miss the mark); Judges  

C. Initiated by God 
Atoned = covered; the price has been paid. “I got it covered” 

 
V. Calling: God calls for a servant – 6:8a 

 
“Us” 
• Host of heaven 



• Trinity. John 12:39-41 
 
Represent Him.  
• Incarnation. His voice. His hands. 
• This is God’s strategy. No other. 
• Messiah named “Immanuel”; example for us; power for us. 

 
Doesn't coerce. He invites. 
 

VI. Consecration: Isaiah offers himself – 6:8b 
 


