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“Sin? Seriously?” 

Isaiah 1-5 
 
 

When God’s people are able to get a fresh vision of Him, they will hate sin as He 
does and long for His righteousness. No longer will we take sin, and God, lightly. 
He alone will be the Sovereign ruler and joy of our lives. 

 
Four reasons we need to take sin very, very seriously  
 
1) Because God’s goodness renders sin absurd – 1:2-3; 5:1-4 
 
2) Because sin incites God’s anger – 13:9-13 

 nose, nostril” (2:22; 3:21) = anger“ (aph) ;ַא�  -
o Eph 4 – Be angry, and do not sin 

- Fortunately, God is patient. “long in the nose” (Ex 34:6; Ps 86:15) 
 
But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in 
lovingkindness and truth. 
—Psalm 86:15 
 

3) Because God must judge all sin – 1:1-4 
- Dt 4:26 
- His standard = perfect righteousness – 5:7; Ps 145:17 

o righteousness – ַצִּדיק 
o used 81 times by Isaiah 
o common uses: 
� that which is accurate –  
• Just scales; Lev 19:36 
 

� That which is honest and loyal – Gen 30:33; conforming to a spoken word; 
promises given 

 
� that which is just – Dt 1:16; conforms to the standard of law, equity, justice 

– you treat people fairly, rightly 
 

Then I charged your judges at that time, saying, “Hear the cases between 
your fellow countrymen, and judge righteously between a man and his fellow 
countryman, or the alien who is with him.” 
—Deuteronomy 1:16  
 

o When we speak of God’s righteousness, what is the standard to which He 
conforms? HIMSELF; Is. 45:21-24; Ps 97:2 
 
Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; Righteousness and justice are the 
foundation of His throne. 
—Psalm 97:2  

 



4) Because sin always leads to disaster – 5:5-7 
o the principle: 3:9-11 
� “evil” h`Do∂r (v9) basic sense is “that which is harmful” – in this verse, it doesn’t 

mean moral evil, it means “disaster” “misery” “calamity” Sin brings disaster on 
the sinner. 

o Nahum 1:3 
o 1 John 2:2 

 
...and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for 
those of the whole world. 
—1 John 2:2  
 


