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“God Helps Those Who Turn To Him” 

Isaiah 7-9 
 
 

“Immanuel” means that God is always with His people, either for deliverance or 
for discipline. When God’s people, in the midst of crisis, trial or temptation, turn 
completely to Him, we discover that our God, and our God alone, will save us. In 
fact, there is safety and salvation in no other. The question constantly before us 
is to whom will we turn when the pressures of life assail us? 

 
Setting of Isaiah 7 is a national crisis. King and people faced with a choice: Trust in their 
own ideas to figure a way out, or trust in God – 7:1-2 

 
• Ahaz ~735 B.C. 5 years into Isaiah’s prophetic ministry 
• Assyrian strength 
• Attacked by Israel and Syria 

o They wanted to form alliance of smaller nations against Assyrian threat 
o Remove the threat of those who would not join 

• Options 
o Alliance with Israel and Syria. Subjugate himself to them. 
o Alliance with Egypt. Weak at the time. 
o Alliance with Assyria. 
o God offers Uzziah another option 

 
I. God promises His presence – 7:3-9 

 
7:3 – inspecting the water source; preparing defenses; expects a siege 
7:9 – live in faith, or live in fear 

Only deliverance in Me. I am the only safe place. 
Isaiah = “The Lord Saves” 

 
7:10-12. Ahaz makes his choice. I choose the presence of Assyria and its gods over 
the Lord. 
 

2 Kings 16 (cf. 2 Chron 28) 
• 16:1-7. King of Israel was supposed to be “Servant” of God; “Son” of God 
• 16:8. Steals from wealth given to God 
• 16:9-10, 17-18. Copies Assyrian worship to make it acceptable 

 
II. God predicts His presence – Isaiah 7:13-17 

 
God says, “You can’t keep Me out. You will receive My presence – not for deliverance 
but also for discipline because you chose not to trust in Me.” 
 
A. The sign – 7:14 

 
Definition of “sign”: Heb אֹות (’ot) can refer to a miraculous event, but not 
necessarily. Usually in Isaiah the word refers to a natural event, object or 



person marked as having special significance (cf. 8:18; 19:20; 20:3; 37:30; 
55:13; 66:19; in 38:7–8, 22 there is an overriding of natural laws). 
 
Is this sign Jesus Christ? Matthew 1:23, every Christmas!  
Not immediately about Jesus.  
 
Isaiah 7:13–14 (NET) 

7:13 So Isaiah replied, “Pay attention, family of David [royal court with Ahaz 
inspecting the water supply]. Do you [plural] consider it too insignificant to try 
the patience of men? Is that why you [plural] are also trying the patience of my 
God? 7:14 For this reason the sovereign master himself will give you [plural] a 
confirming sign. Look, this [specific] young woman is about to conceive and 
will give birth to a son. You [singular], young woman, will name him 
Immanuel.” 

 
1. A young woman will become pregnant. alma 
• Might be a virgin but not necessarily. Woman of marriageable age. 
• Another specific word for “virgin” in Hebrew not used here. 
• Not the point here. 

2. A child. Nothing miraculous about this child. 
3. Named “Immanuel”; not his name but what he represents 
• a sign of God’s presence is with the nation 

 
B. The significance of the sign 

� Deliverance (good news): v15-16 
• About 12 years; age of moral accountability 
• immediate fulfillment required – Syria (wiped out 2 years later)  

Israel (wiped out 12 years later; 722 B.C.) 
• Shear-Jashub = only a remnant of Syria and Israel will be left 

� Discipline (bad news): v17; 8:5-8 
• Your deliverer, Assyria, will turn on you 
• 7:15; 7:23-25. Assyria and Egypt fought and decimated the land 
• Shear-Jashub = only a remnant of your nation will be left 

 
So when would this child need to be born if these events would occur 
within 12 years? 
 
C. The sign given – 8:1-4 
 
• Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (“One hastens to the plunder, one hurries to the 

loot.”) = Syria and Israel; also Judah 
8:16-18 
 

• Isaiah = The Lord Saves 
� Shear-Jashub = only a remnant of Israel, Syria and Judah will be left 

 
Deliverance, salvation is always God’s final word for His people. 
 
How? Not through powerful nations, but through a child! Epitome of 
weakness and helplessness, God will bring about the greatest deliverance. 
 



• David and Goliath 
• Gideon 

 
Prophecy of Isaiah 7 establishes a greater pattern for the deliverance of 
God’s people. 

 
III. God promises a greater presence – 9:6-7; 11:1-10 

 
First sign was a demonstration; validation of My word so that you will believe the 
promise of a greater fulfillment 
 
A. When would this occur? Mt 1:20-23 

 
...“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child 
who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son; and you 
shall call His name Jesus [what He will do], for He will save His people from 
their sins.” Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, 
and they shall call His name Immanuel [what He represents],” which 
translated means, “God with us.” — Matthew 1:20–23  
 
• Crisis: Roman oppression 

o Choice: armed uprising 
o Choice: peaceful coexistence; comfortable compromise 

• God’s offer: a Greater Son – Mt 11:28-30 
“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden 
is light.” — Matthew 11:28–30 

 
• Israel’s response (like Ahaz): crucify the Son 
• Result: Immanuel – not deliverance but discipline 

o AD 70; 40 years later Rome destroyed Israel 
 

B. God’s final word is deliverance – Is 55:1-2 (ESV) 
 
“Come! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money 
come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 
Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does 
not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourself in 
abundance.” — Isaiah 55:1–2  

 
 
 


