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Our God rules with comprehensive foreknowledge and absolute sovereignty over 
all nations and all of human history. Through events both miraculous and 
mundane, through people both godly (e.g. Isaiah, Hezekiah, Jesus) and ungodly 
(e.g. Ahaz, Assyria, Cyrus, Judas), God is accomplishing His goal of making His 
glory known throughout the earth. 

 
I. Our lives have always been fully known by God 

– He predicts the seemingly impossible 
– He claims comprehensive foreknowledge 
– He challenges others to make similar predictions 
– He proves His knowledge through fulfillment 

 
II. Our lives are always being directed by God 

From the Cyrus Cylinder: 
[Marduk] scanned and looked [through] all the countries, searching for a 
righteous ruler… [Then] he pronounced the name of Cyrus, king of Anshan, 
declared him to become the ruler of all the world ... I am Cyrus, king of the world, 
great king, legitimate king, king of Babylon, king of Sumer and Akkad, king of the 
four rims [of the earth], son of Cambyses, great king, king of Anshan, grandson 
of Cyrus, great king, king of Anshan, descendant of Teispes, great king, king of 
Anshan, of a family [which] always [exercised] kingship; whose rule Bel [Marduk] 
and Nebo love, whom they want as king to please their hearts ...  

Sovereignty means God has… 
1. The right to direct human history 
2. The power to direct human history 
3. The freedom to direct human history 

I am the Lord, and there is no other, the One forming light and creating darkness, 
causing well-being (shalom) and creating calamity; I am the Lord who does all these. 
—Isaiah 45:6–7 
 

III. Our lives won’t be wasted as part of God’s eternal plan 
– To raise up chosen servants 

• Isaiah (20:3; 44:26) 
• Eliakim (22:20) 
• David (37:35)  
• Israel (41:8-9; 44:1-2; 44:21) 
• Gentile worshippers (56:6) 
• Cyrus (44:28; 45:1) 
• Messiah, Jesus (42:1ff; 49:5-7; 52:13ff) 
• Mary (Luke 1:38) 
• Apostles (2 Cor 11:23) 
• Us (Rev 22:9)  

– To make Him known throughout the earth 


