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“Dead Idols or Living God?” 

Isaiah 44:6-23 
 
 

Idolatry is pervasive - ancient times, modern times, all times. It is THE great sin 
- exchanging the truth of God’s exclusive right to be worshipped, for the worship 
of any and every created thing. We might not fall down before a block of wood, 
but we do worship before the altars job, family, health, beauty, education, 
ministry, etc. All good things. In fact, good things make the best idols! So what 
is the remedy for this devastating ill? Not to love good things less, but to love 
God so much more. 

 
 
“You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any 
likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the 
earth. You shall not worship them or serve them….” Exodus 20:3–5  
 
I. Nature of idolatry   

– Idolatry is covenant unfaithfulness 
 
Idols of the “modern” world 
 
“Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts….” 
—Ezekiel 14:3 
 
“One has a god when a finite value is worshipped and adored and viewed as that 
without which one cannot receive life joyfully.” 
—Thomas C. Oden  
 
“A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to your life that, should you 
lose it, your life would feel hardly worth living… An idol is whatever you look at 
and say, in your heart of hearts, ‘If I have that, then I’ll feel my life has meaning, 
then I’ll know I have value, then I’ll feel significant and secure.’ There are many 
ways to describe that kind of relationship to something, but perhaps the best one 
is worship.” 
—Timothy Keller  
 

• Money 
• Freedom 
• Body 
• Technology / Science 
• Education / Intelligence 
• Family 
• Ministry / service  
• Ideologies / causes  
• Fame, praise, position, power 
• “Good” things make better idols 



– Idolatry is rejection of revealed truth 
– Idolatry is commitment to THE lie 
 
For they exchanged the truth of God for THE lie, and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 
—Romans 1:25 
 
• gods are limited by their maker 
• gods are limited by their materials 

– Idolatry is demonic 
 
II. Devastation of idolatry  

– Shame 
– Uncertainty and fear 
– Spiritual blindness and malnutrition 
– Diminished humanity 

 
Their idols are silver and gold, the work of man’s hands. They have mouths, but they 
cannot speak; they have eyes, but they cannot see; they have ears, but they cannot 
hear; they have noses, but they cannot smell; they have hands, but they cannot 
feel; they have feet, but they cannot walk; they cannot make a sound with their 
throat. Those who make them will become like them, everyone who trusts in them. 
—Psalm 115:4-8 

 
 


