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“True Religion” 

Isaiah 58 
 
 

What is the mark of genuine, true religion? In God's judgment, it has little to do 
with our religious practices or traditions and everything to do with our love for 
God (expressed in our love for Sabbath - for rest in Him) and for our neighbors 
in need (our care for vulnerable - the widow, the orphan, the hungry, the poor). 

 
• True religion begins with…TRUTH   

– Human reasoning 
• Religion: Attempting to draw near to God on our own terms and for our own 

selfish motivations 
 
“…this people draw near with their words and honor Me with their lip service, but 
they remove their hearts far from Me, and their reverence for Me consists of 
tradition learned by rote….” 
—Isaiah 29:13 
 

– Divine revelation 
Blow a trumpet in Zion, consecrate a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly, gather the 
people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children and the 
nursing infants. Let the bridegroom come out of his room and the bride out of her 
bridal chamber. 
—Joel 2:15–16  
What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your 
pleasures that wage war in your members? You lust and do not have; so you 
commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You 
do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 
—James 4:1–3  
 

• True religion aims to please God 
 

• True religion results in service to others  
Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans 
and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
—James 1:27 
 
–  “loosen the chains of injustice” 
– “undo the bands of the yoke” 
– “divide your bread with the hungry” 

 
• True religion results in true pleasure 
 


