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“Crime & Punishment” 

Isaiah 1-5,13 
 
 

Why do we sin? We sin because, just like Isaiah's audience, we believe our sins 
are really not that big of a deal. Our sins are small compared to other people - 
nothing to get too worried about. That mistaken opinion would lead to 
devastating consequences for the nation of Judah, just as it will for us. Even for 
believers, every sin is always a really, really big deal in the eyes of God. 

 
Why Sin is Such a Big Deal… 
 
1. Inexcusable in light of God’s goodness 
 
2. Always leads to misery (3:9-11) 

– “evil” (v9) = disaster, misery 
– i.e. guilt, addiction, misery for others 
 
“Be killing sin or it will be killing you.” 
—John Owen  
 

3. Will be judged 
– God is offended party, prosecutor, and judge (1:1-4; 13:11) 
– His standard = “righteousness” (5:7) 
 
Matthew 5:48  
“...you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.“  
 

4. Incites God’s anger (13:6-13) 
 
Psalm 86:15  
But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in 
lovingkindness and truth.  
 

5. Leads to God’s wrath (13:6-13) 
– “fury, wrath” = anger in action 
 
Isaiah 9:19  
By the fury of the Lord of hosts the land is burned up, And the people are like fuel for 
the fire...  
 
Nahum 1:2–3  
A jealous and avenging God is the Lord; the Lord is avenging and wrathful. The Lord 
takes vengeance on His adversaries, and He reserves wrath for His enemies. The 
Lord is slow to anger and great in power, and the Lord will by no means leave the 
guilty unpunished...  
 
 



Romans 5:8–9  
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall 
be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  
 

5. Leads to God’s wrath (13:6-13) 
 
Application 

• Take your sin as seriously as God does 
 

• Do whatever it takes to win the battle 
 
1. Motive list 
2. Accountability 
3. Celebrate Recovery – Tue @ 6:30pm, Southwood Fellowship Hall 

 


