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“In God We Trust?” 

Isaiah 36-39 
 
 

All of life boils down to the question of trust.  Will we trust God in times of fear, 
in times of affliction, and even in times of affluence and affirmation?  Or will we 
turn elsewhere for help?  Everyday will test our trust in Him.  And if we will 
respond by trusting God, then He will deliver, strengthen, bless, and comfort for 
there is no problem, no challenge, no crisis too big for Him… if only we will trust. 

 
What’s the heart of the matter in our relationship with God? What is the root issue? 
TRUST  

- Our relationship with Him begins with trust 
- But God is not just looking for a moment of trust – now that we’re in this 

relationship, what He wants from us above all else everyday is TRUST 
o consistent trust / dependence in every situation 
o that’s what matters most to Him 

- that’s the root issue in life – do we trust God to take care of us, or do turn 
elsewhere for help? 

- That is the fundamental question of the book of Isaiah – would the nation & her 
kings choose to trust God when tested, or would they turn elsewhere? 

 
What have we seen so far?… 2 tests of 2 kings, both of whom failed… 
 
Review: [map] 

- Ahaz (ch 7) – 735 BC 
- Hezekiah, his son – 701 BC 
- In response, God sends conviction and warning (ch 30 – last week’s)  

o Egypt will fail you 
- Sure enough, city after city falls to the seemingly invincible armies of the Assyrians 

– Judah can’t stop them, Egypt can’t stop them – it seems like all hope is lost 
- That’s where our story begins 
- Ch 36-39 = story of 3 more tests or trust that God brings in Hezekiah’s life 

o each challenges him in a different area of life 
o first – in the realm of fear… 

 
Hezekiah’s three tests of trust 

 
1) A test of trust in a time of fear (36-37) 

o read 36:1-2, 13-20 
� “Rabshakeh” = title for the king’s chief advisor 
� sent to threaten Jerusalem & demand surrender 
� notice geography of v2 – exact same spot as Isa 7… 
� the threat: we will do to Jerusalem exactly as we’ve done to all the other 

cities of our enemies – we will annihilate you!  
• known worldwide for their violence – killed, raped, or enslaved everyone – 

sadistic in brutality 
� But they offer a way out… v16-17 = surrender to us  



o Now Hezekiah faces his test: give into fear and surrender or trust the Lord 
even in the midst of fear? 
� read 37:1-4 
� “tore his cloths, covered himself with sackcloth” = repentance and humility 

before the Lord 
� enters “house of the Lord” = temple – turns to God in prayer 
� sends for Isaiah  
� what he says to Isaiah is remarkably humble 
• “children” = this alliance I have crafted – it was a foolish idea – alliance 

falling apart & Judah being destroyed & it’s all my fault 
� “Please rebuke the words of the this violent blasphemer – please deliver us.” 
� Hezekiah turns to God in humble trust & dependence 

o And he does the same a few verses later. 
� The king of Assyria sends another threat – this time in a letter… read 37:10-

12. 
� And once again, Hezekiah responds to the test in trust… read 37:14-20 
� turns to God in worship 
• “lord of hosts” = “lord of all armies” – sovereign even over Assyria 
• You alone are God, you alone are Creator 

� And then having worshipped, Hezekiah pleads for help – v20 
• deliver us, not because we’re worthy, but so all may know that you alone 

are God 
o Failed his first test of trust over Assyria, but passes this new test – turns fully to 

God for help 
� done crafting plans, sending ambassadors, buying weapons 

o And how does God respond to Hezekiah’s faith? 
� 37:6-7 
• God will supernaturally turn the mind of the king – plant a rumor, create 

fear, anxiety, alter world events 
• Then while at home, he’ll be murdered 
• Not long before God fulfills that promise… 

� 37:36-38 
• the army of Assyria has not yet arrived at Jerusalem 
• Before they can, angel of the Lord slaughters 185,000 overnight! 

(perhaps Bebonic plague?) Decimates them 
• What does the king of Assyria do? Goes home! Just as God had promised 
• Never comes back! 
• 20 yrs later – murdered by his own sons 
• irony: Hezekiah prays in the real temple to the real God & found real 

deliverance. King of Assyria prays in his idolatrous temple to his 
idolatrous god and finds only death! 

• Hezekiah keeps his throne, while the king of Assyria looses his 
• No one would have seen that coming!!! 

� Trust brings deliverance 
o Every fearful situation is an opportunity to trust God 
� an opportunity to show the world that God is worthy of our trust – that 

nothing’s too fearful or too overwhelming for Him 
o God’s not done with Hezekiah yet – Life is full of tests 
o Test #2 – different kind of crisis – crisis of affliction… 
 

2) A test of trust in time of affliction (38) 



o Test: read 38:1 – test #2 – intensely personal – critically ill, will not recover, 
death coming soon – little time to set you house in order 
� Many of us can really identify with this 2nd test – we may not face an 

Assyrian army, but we all face afflictions of our health 
� Most of us will face a health crisis at some pt in our lives, and when you do, 

where will you turn? 
� What will you do? Here’s what Hezekiah did… 

o What does Hezekiah do? read 38:2-3 – turns to God in trust 
� Notice: doesn’t sugar-coat how he feels – emotional prayer – honest, ray in 

grief – he’s in pain 
� But here’s the key: where does he take his pain? To God! 
• doesn’t complain to others – doesn’t give in to bitterness 
• Goes to God in faith 

� Passes the test! 
• Turns to God in trust – that’s the root issue in life – it’s what God wants 

from us above all else 
o How does God respond? read 38:4-6 
� God promises to heal him and extend his life 
• v21 – does so through “modern medicine” – miracles & medicine not 

mutually exclusive 
� And in Hezekiah’s case, the reason that God heals him is because of his 

prayer of trust  
� and then, to give Hezekiah confidence and peace, God gives a sign 
• read 38:7-8 
• Crazy miracle!! moves earth, moves sun, or changes the way light 

refracts through the atmosphere 
• However He did it – stunningly powerful! 
• God either messed with physics or messed with the solar system just to 

give Hezekiah peace!!  
� There’s no limit to the length God will go to deliver His people when they 

respond to Him in trust. 
o Now I don’t know about you, but this story about Hezekiah is such a 

breath of fresh air to me!  
� Isaiah’s not been fun so far – all failure & judgment 
� Feel like I did when I used to hike through this cave at Enchanted Rock – ¼ 

mile, pitch black, stale air, oppressive 
� Finally you burst out into sunlight & fresh air – relief! 
� That’s Isaiah 36-38 
• After 35 chapters of national failure and judgment, finally a king steps up 

in faith! 
• And God unleashes blessing instead of wrath  

� Hezekiah’s story is such a breath of fresh air… 
o If only it ended here!!! Would have been such a great morning 
o But then we get to ch 39… 

 
3) A test of trust in time of affluence & affirmation (39) 

o read 39:1 
� very different test: not a time of crisis, a time of blessing 
� God has supernaturally blessed him, and people are beginning to take notice 

– powerful people! 
• Babylon, Merodach-Baladan – charismatic, well-known worldwide  



• Sends ambassadors and gifts to impress Hezekiah – to draw Hezekiah 
into his circle of influence. 

� And now Hezekiah faces a new test – How will Hezekiah respond to the 
praise and approval of Babylon?  
• Tempted by worldly fame & popularity 
• Will he continue to find his worth & significance in God 
• Or will he look for it from Babylon? 

o read 39:2-4 – Hezekiah welcomes them and shows them everything  
� Is that good or bad? 2 Chron 32:24-26 [read] 
� So God graciously heals Hezekiah, and how does he respond?  
• Not in thanks but in pride! 
• Pagan men from Babylon come to hear about this miracle – perfect 

opportunity to point them to God! 
• Instead, he wastes it on himself – parades his possessions in front of 

them – looking for their praise 
• glorifies himself instead of God 

o And how does God respond? Read 39:5-7 
� God turns the tables.  
• You’ve shown these men all your wealth for the sake of your pride, so I 

will give all your wealth to them 
� And history repeats itself 
• Ahaz cared more about what Assyria thought – so God turned Assyria 

against him 
• So Hezekiah cares more about what Babylon thinks – so God will turn the 

Babylonians against him 
o How ironic! When times were tough, Hezekiah passed the test. But now that 

times were good, he fails. He succeeded when tested by fear and he succeeded 
when tested by affliction, but he fails when tested by affluence and affirmation. 
� Friend who is a pastor in a country where it is not legal for him to be a 

pastor. As a result, his church faces persecution from the gov’t all the time. 
But what’s amazing is that this pastor has explicitly asked me not to pray for 
his persecution to end. He doesn’t want it to end. Persecution keeps his 
church dependent on God. Affliction and fear drive them to knees in trust. 

� He understands what Hezekiah did not: times of affluence can actually be 
harder for faith than times of affliction. When things are good, when 
things are comfortable, it’s so much easier to become self-confident. We lose 
our focus on the Lord cause we don’t feel like we need His help, we lose our 
sense of urgency for His presence, we go on spiritual vacation… and then 
temptation comes and like Hezekiah, we fall. 

� What a tragic turn of events. 
 
Two stunningly successful tests followed by one really disappointing failure. That’s 
Hezekiah’s story and it has a couple lessons to teach us… 
 
Two lessons learned (draw applications here) 

1) Hezekiah’s life proves that God really is worthy of our trust in any situation 
o In the 1st and 2nd tests, once Hezekiah trusts, God does whatever it takes to 

bring deliverance: 
• turns the mind of a king (ch 37) 
• obliterates an army (185,000 die in an instant!) 
• heals an incurable, fatal disease 



• moves the sun, or the earth, or changes the laws of physics!  
o Hezekiah’s story proves that absolutely no problem is too big for God! 
� Nothing in your life is beyond God’s ability to heal, to redeem, to bless 
� If God can move the sun and the earth just to make Hezekiah feel better, I 

think he can take care of whatever problems we have! Our stuff is small for a 
God like that – it’s easy! 

o He can solve any problem we have… if we’ll simply trust Him 
o Now that doesn’t mean that God is going to heal you or make your life 

easier – He’s never promised that – He might, He might not. What He has 
promised to do is to strengthen you, deliver you from fear, and give you peace 
and joy even in the midst of trial. He will sustain you and bless you and protect 
you…. if you will only trust.  

o Do you trust Him? Or is there some problem, some crisis, some wound, some 
broken relationship, some temptation in your life that you’ve just decided is too 
big, too broken, too messed up – so you’ve given up hope of it ever getting 
better… it’s time to believe. If God can tweak the solar system for Hezekiah, 
then he can take care of you. He can strengthen you, grow you, restore you, 
and give you peace… if you’ll only trust Him. If you’ll only turn to Him in faith.  

 
2) Everyday will bring a test of our trust 

o God chose to record just a few of the tests Hezekiah faced. But I’m sure there 
were countless other tests of trust, both big and small over the course of 
Hezekiah’s life. Because we live this side of heaven, unable to see God face to 
face, surrounded by a world that rejects Him, our trust in God is going to be 
tested every single day. In big ways and small ways. In painful circumstances 
and pleasant circumstances. Always our faith will be tested. Will we turn to Him 
for help, for significance, for peace? Or will we turn elsewhere, to the things of 
this world to meet our needs?  

o That’s the decision we face every day.  
o And success today does not guarantee success tomorrow, just look at Hezekiah. 

Every day is a new test of trust in God. Will we trust Him today – will we look to 
Him to meet the needs of this day? 

o And often that test is hardest when things are going well! That’s the irony of 
Hezekiah’s life. Times of affluence can be harder for faith than times of affliction.  

o So we must be ready, in both hard times and easy times, to turn to God in trust. 
Everyday is test day when it comes to faith – everyday will test our trust in God! 
Will you walk with God in faith today – no matter what today brings? Will you 
turn to Him moment by moment to provide the help, the strength, the 
significance, the peace that you need? 

o If you will, then He promises to deliver. He will be your strength, He will give 
you peace, He will give you true significance… if you will only trust… 

 


