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“Lord of History” 

Isaiah 44-45 
 
 

Life is full of disappointments. Yet we can still have perfect peace and joy when 
we realize that our God rules all of human history (including our own history) 
with comprehensive foreknowledge and absolute sovereignty. Through events 
both miraculous and mundane, through people both godly (Isaiah, Jesus) and 
ungodly (Assyria, Cyrus), He is accomplishing His good and gracious goal of 
making His glory known throughout all the earth. 

 
Lord of History – Isaiah 44:24 – 45:7 
 

- All of us know the pain of disappointment… 
- What I want us to ask the book of Isaiah, “What does God have to say about 

the disappointment of life?” 
o What does God want us to know when life crashes down around us? 

 
- That’s what had happened to Isaiah’s audience – exiles; lost everything; one 

disappointment after another 
o So Isaiah wrote to them ahead of time words of encouragement 
o In these prophetic words, we hear God’s answer to our disappointments 

 
- Read 44:24 – 45:7 

o First thing to notice: What’s the key word? “I”! 
� “I” 17x in 12 vv 
� “Me, My, Lord, God” another 17x 
� that’s 34 references to God in just 12 vv! 

o It’s all about God! 
o When life disappoints – don’t look at self, don’t look at circumstances, look at 

God – fix your eyes on Him 
o When life disappoints, He wants you to know 3 things about Him… 

 
God’s Answer to Disappointment… 
 
1) This did not catch Him by surprise 
 

- Most critical scholars do not believe this passage was written by Isaiah. Primary 
reason: boils down to 1 word: “Cyrus”! 

- Turns out, a guy named Cyrus did conquer the world 150 years after Isaiah lived… 
o Cyrus the Great – Emperor of Persia – largest kingdom world had ever known 

- How could Isaiah have known he’d be named “Cyrus” – that’s stunning? 
- But Isaiah reveals more: v1-3 – he would conquer his enemy without a fight 

o God would shatter doors, cut bars  
o Unusual 
o But that’s exactly what happened – Oct 540 BC – Cyrus walks into Babylon 

without a fight 
o Another stunning prediction Isaiah gets right. 



- But Isaiah has more: 44:28 – Cyrus would release the Jewish exiles and allow 
them to return to their homeland and rebuild Jerusalem 

o That was unheard of! They were finally crushed as a nation. Who in their 
right mind would allow them to return and rebuild? 

o But that’s exactly what Cyrus did! 
o Ezra 6 records his decree – he sends the Jews home to rebuild Jerusalem 

and the temple – he even sends them with his own money! 
 

- That’s incredible. No one could have predicted that. 
- And yet Isaiah did. And that leaves us only 2 options: 

o 1) Isaiah didn’t actually write this passage – it was added hundreds of years 
later – opinion of critical scholars 

o 2) Isaiah’s own explanation – these words about the future came not from 
him but from a God who possesses perfect foreknowledge 

 
- A God who can see the future in exhaustive detail – that’s our God! 

 
- This knowledge is proof that He is the One true God… Read 44:6-8 

o Existence of our God stands or falls on His ability to tell the future accurately 
- Fortunately for us, He has a perfect track record! 

o The Bible is full of fulfilled prophecy 
o Just from our study of Isaiah… 
� Fall of Syria and Israel to Assyria (ch 7) 
� Failure of Assyria to capture Jerusalem (ch 37) (shocking) 
� Withdraw and death of Sennacherib (ch 37) (shocking) 
� Fall of Judah to Babylon & exile (ch 39) 

- God’s foreknowledge proved perfect 
- Here’s what it means for us when we face disappointing circumstances: they did 

not catch God by surprise. 
o surprise is impossible when you know the future exhaustively 
o doesn’t need a minute to gather His thoughts & work out a plan 
o already knows how He’s going to lead you through these circumstances 

 
2) This does not fall outside of His control 
 

- God wants us to know that He is sovereign over every detail of our lives 
- Sovereignty of God = “biblical teaching that all things are under God’s rule and 

authority so that nothing happens without His direction or permission” 
- Means that God has the freedom, power, and right to do everything He desires: 

o Freedom – nothing external limits Him; limited only by His own nature – 
nothing outside of Him can constrain Him 
� read 43:13 – no one can stop Him from doing as He pleases 
� read Job 42:2  

o Power – no limit to God’s power – omnipotent, “Almighty” 
� read Jer 32:17 

o Right to do whatever He pleases – has authority over all creation 
� read 45:9-12 – v12 establishes basis for His right – He created us, so we 

belong to Him! 
 

- He is Sovereign over every detail of human history – “History” is “His Story” 
o He’s the director of our story 



 
- Clarification: by sovereignty, the Bible does not mean “Determinism” 

o Determinism = belief that God determines or causes all things that happen. 
o God could do that – freedom, power, right 
o But that’s not what the Bible reveals 
� in particular, Bible is clear that God DOES NOT cause evil 

o God has chosen to rule this world not through determinism but through 
delegation 
� Chose to create free moral agents – angels & Adam & Eve 
� delegates some of His own authority to them – true freedom to choose 

obedience or rebellion 
� They rebelled – that’s the cause of evil; not God 

o Truly sovereign, yet has delegated genuine responsibility to humanity 
- That’s how I understand the mysterious intersection of divine sovereignty and 

human responsibility. I don’t claim to have that all figured out. It’s been a 
controversy for hundreds of years, it will probably continue to be so… 
 

- But sovereignty was never meant to be a source of controversy – it was 
meant to be a source of comfort! 

o Sovereignty means that nothing in my life happens by accident or chance 
o God rules over every detail of my story – great source of security! 

 
- 2010 BCS Nat’l Championship a year ago – UT v Alabama 

o Colt McCoy – QB of UT – biggest game of his college career – part of reason 
he delayed going to NFL 

o 5th snap for UT - hit, injured, taken out the rest of the game 
o Talk about disappointment! 
o But I’ll always remember his postgame interview – at peace, nothing but 

praise for his teammates and even for Alabama. 
o “I always give God the glory. I never question why things turn out 

the way they do. God is in control of my life.” 
o That’s why he was at peace – because he believed in the sovereignty of God 
o May be a T-sip, but I’d gladly stand with any man who’d say that on Nat’l 

TV!! 
3) This will not be wasted as part of His plan 

 
- If History is “His Story” then what story is God trying to tell? What’s the plot? 

What’s the master plan of human history? 
- According to Isaiah, God’s plan is to… 

 
- To raise up chosen servants 

o book of Isaiah full of servants – those God chooses to be a special part of His 
plan 

o Isaiah 
� his call to service – ch 6 
� special type of servant = prophet 
� all true prophets are servants of God – 44:26a 

o Israel  
� Isaiah 41:8 “But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have 

chosen, Descendant of Abraham My friend” 
� whole nation chosen long ago in the days of Abraham 



� only nation on earth that as a whole was chosen by God 
� God’s choice is irrevocable – even after sin & exile they were still His 

chosen servants 
o Most surprising servant = Cyrus 
� pagan king – worships other gods 
� but God calls him “shepherd” and “anointed” 
� would accomplish more for Israel than almost any other king in the OT! 
� God is not limited by our faithfulness – He can raise up the godly as well 

as the ungodly to serve His plan 
o Greatest servant – 42:1 – eternal king, would bring perfect justice – we 

know Him as Jesus 
� 53:11 “…By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will 

justify the many, As He will bear their iniquities.” 
• raised up to die for our sins so that we could be justified 

� Makes it possible for you to spend eternity with God 
� Also makes you a servant of God… 

o All believers 
� Everything God does in our lives is designed to raise is up as His servants 

– and here’s what He’s raising us up to do… 
 

- …who will know Him and make Him known  
o 45:3 – God raises up Cyrus so Cyrus will come to know the Lord 
� “know” – wide range of meaning; here = “to recognize” – Cyrus probably 

continued to worship other gods; but he did come to recognize and even 
revere God. 

� God raises us up so that we will come to know Him 
� Isa 43:10 
� All of the circumstances of our lives are designed first and foremost to 

grow us in our knowledge of God – see Him more clearly 
� But not just for our benefit… 

o 45:5-6 – so that we can make Him known to all the world 
� primary reason you are on earth = to make God known!  
� to glorify God – proclaim His greatness and goodness to the world 
� That’s what Colt understood – “I always give God the glory” 
• most important thing in life not championships but to glorify God! 

� That’s what I failed to grasp back in ‘94 
• I thought my purpose was to make a name for myself 
• But all that really matters is the glory of God  
• Turns out, A&M was a better place for me to grow as a servant so that 

I could make Him known to the world 
• So in grace, out of perfect foreknowledge & infinite sovereignty, God 

closed the door of Rice… 
• That’s what I wished I would have known… 

 
That’s our application for this morning… 
 
In the painful disappointments of life, will we choose to believe… 

- doesn’t catch God by surprise 
- doesn’t fall outside His sovereign control 
- and that it will all be used as part of His perfect plan… 

 



Will you rest in God’s exhaustive knowledge and absolute sovereignty? 
Will you trust His plan? 
Will you commit your life to His purposes? 
 
That’s where true peace and joy are found… 
 
 


