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“An Easter Offer” 

Isaiah 55 
 
 

Life has convincingly taught most of us that “there ain’t no such thing as a free 
lunch.”  Yet that’s precisely what God offers: the greatest “free lunch” in all of 
human history, the gift of extravagant, completely satisfying, eternal life. He 
offers it for free to all who will come. But while it’s free for us to receive, it was 
immeasurably costly for God to give – it cost the life of His own Son. Why would 
anyone say “no” to such a gift? 

 
There’s no such thing as a free lunch… 
 
But then we get to Isaiah 55 

- For those who’ve been with us – Isaiah began on a depressing note! 
- Took a turn for the better at ch40 – mostly good news 
- Culmination of good news in our passage this morning 
- All about God’s greatest gift to humanity 

 
Read 55:1-2 
 
So – God offers “water…wine…milk” (whatever those are) to those who have no money – 
offers them for free… 
 
But are they really free? Or are they free like those tics to Universal Studios? 
 
To answer that, we have to read the fine print 

- 4 questions to ask about this offer… 
 
1) What exactly is God offering? 

 
- v1a “water” 

o indispensable for life – without it yard dies, crops, livestock… you! 
o especially true in biblical times in the Middle East! 
o We have a little inkling of that – worst drought classification possible 

� Gov Perry calling on all Texans to pray for rain 
� Why? because water is life 

o That’s why God chose this imagery – He offers not literal water, but 
something even more important… 

o Isaiah 44:3 – water = Holy Spirit 
� as water gives physical life, so Holy Spirit gives spiritual life 

o Jesus makes same offer – John 4:10,13-14 
o Life the Spirit gives = eternal life = life without end 

- Isaiah describes eternal life – v1b “wine & milk” 
o God offers not a meal, but a feast! 

� “wine & milk” – symbols of abundance, extravagance 
o v2b – “good” – “abundance” 



o Eternal life = abundant life – fully satisfying – full of God’s love, joy, peace 
for all eternity 

- Not too shabby! Greatest gift ever given 
- But… 

 
2) Who is God offering it to? 
 

- If we have an extravagant gift… give it to someone deserving – close to you, 
family, done you right, want to impress… don’t just give to anyone! 

- v1 – who does God offer it to? “everyone who thirsts… has no money” 
o God does exactly the opposite of what we do – gives most extravagant gift to 

those who absolutely don’t deserve it 
o “thirst… no money” – those who are spiritually deficient… have nothing to 

offer God – not even a bit of righteousness 
- Perfect way to describe us – human beings 

o all are born “dead in trespasses & sins” – enslaved, unable to please God 
o Result: Rom 3:10-12 
o When we come to God, we bring nothing to the table – we have nothing to 

impress God – haven’t done Him right, not close to Him 
- Fortunately, that puts us right in the middle of God’s target audience! 

o He offers eternal life to sinners, that includes us, includes all people 
 
3) What does it really cost? 
 

- We’re talking eternal life – nothing more valuable – you don’t give valuable things 
away for free 

- How can Isaiah say it’s “free”?  
o Clue in v1 – paradox: “you who have no money, come, buy” – by definition 

“buy” implied a price is paid! 
- Isaiah’s taking us back to ch 53 – read 53:5 

o price for our well-being / healing = life of Servant / Jesus 
- Peter puts it this way – 1 Peter 1:18-19 

o  Eternal life – costs us nothing, but cost God greatly!  
� Incredibly high price tag = the life of the Son of God 

o God is perfectly just – must punish sin, cannot overlook – punishment = 
eternal wrath – God’s anger in action 

o Nothing we can do to escape – can’t bribe our way out – can’t buy eternal 
life… 

o SO Jesus bought it for us! 
- Paul puts it this way – Rom 3:23-24 

o justification and redemption = eternal life – God’s offer 
o we receive them “in Christ Jesus” – through His sacrifice 
o they come “as a gift by His grace” – free to us 

� grace = to receive something good you don’t deserve 
- We receive it simply by faith – John 7:37-38 

o “believe in” Him – who He is; what He’s done 
o summarized: 1 Cor 15:3-4 
o The moment you believe this, you receive eternal life! 

- But to most people, that sounds just too good to be true 
o you know what they say about things that sound too good to be true… 
o if it sounds too good to be true, it almost certainly is! 



- That’s the objection that comes to most peoples’ minds when they hear the good 
news about eternal life – You mean…?? Sounds fishy! 

- So people attach strings to the offer of eternal life – hear it all the time 
o Some attach strings to the front end – faith good, but not enough – must 

work 
� Heard it from a Mormon missionary – bike analogy 
� Is that how God’s offer works? 
� Eph 2:8-9 – clear distinction b/w grace & works – all by grace – no 

works at all! Why? So no room to take any credit 
� Back to bike analogy: NO! all God – I pay nothing! 
� Eternal life by grace alone thru faith alone 

o Some attach strings to back end – can’t keep it unless you follow faith with 
works 

� BUT – Rom 8:38-39 – key words “any other created thing” 
o One final way to add strings – no good works proves you never had faith 

� BUT – 1 Cor 3:13-15 – believers being judged by Jesus 
� Paul’s point is NOT to diminish importance of good works 

• created for good works; fool if you’re not 
- Paul’s point: when God says “free,” He means free!! 

o No strings attached, not now, not ever 
o God is NOT like the condo salesmen in Florida – no fine print, no catch 

- Leads to last question… 
 
4) Why would you say “no” to the greatest offer in all of history? 

 
- That’s actually the question God asks you in v2! Read 55:2a 

o “bread that does not satisfy” = God’s description of every option other than 
Jesus that people turn to, to find satisfaction in life 

� includes secular options: money, career, looks, relationships 
� includes every other religion 

• God not apologetic – Jesus is not 1 of many ways to God  
• Everything else is a dead end 

o British conference many years ago on comparative religions 
� experts debating what, if any, belief was unique to the Christian faith 
� incarnation?  
� resurrection? 
� CS Lewis – “What’s the rumpus about?” 
� discussing Christianity’s unique contribution among world religions 
� “Oh, that’s easy. It’s grace” 
� Grace proclaims that God’s love comes free of charge – no strings 

attached 
• Contradicts every other religion: Buddhist 8-fold path, Hindu 

Karma, Muslim code of Law  
o All offer ways to earn God’s approval 

• ONLY Christianity dare to make God’s love a free gift 
- That’s what Chamilla discovered 

o Buddhism – going to temple regularly – no solution to pain, suffering, 
selfishness 

o But then she found Jesus – joy, comfort, peace – a life that satisfies forever! 
- That’s what Jesus is offering you right this moment!! Rev 21:6 

o Easter Sunday – perfect day to receive God’s free gift 



- Isa 55:6 
o God wants you to find Him! Not hiding from you 
o Wants you to come & receive! 
o Simply believe that Jesus died for your sins & rose from the dead! 
o If anything’s holding you back… 

 
Pray & give thanks 

 


