
Chris McGuffey 
Grace Bible Church 

 
Men: Challenges in Contemporary Culture 

 
 

The pathway to intimacy with the Lord, that is, the way of escape, is through the destruction of 
our idols. 

 
I. Intimacy: The Way of Escape 

In essence, this is a story of the vast implications of a man who chose to camp at the edge of hell to gain 
something he should have been trusting God to provide. 
Genesis 19:1-5  
1 The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw 
them, he rose to meet them and bowed himself with his face to the earth 2 and said, “My lords, please turn 
aside to your servant’s house and spend the night and wash your feet. Then you may rise up early and go on 
your way.”   
They said, “No; we will spend the night in the town square.” 3 But he pressed them strongly; so they turned 
aside to him and entered his house. And he made them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.  
4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the 
last man, surrounded the house. 5 And they called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? 
Bring them out to us, that we may know them.”  
Genesis 19:6-14  
6 Lot went out to the men at the entrance, shut the door after him, 7 and said, “I beg you, my brothers, do 
not act so wickedly. 8 Behold, I have two daughters who have not known any man. Let me bring them out to 
you, and do to them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for they have come under the shelter of 
my roof.” 9 But they said, “Stand back!” And they said, “This fellow came to sojourn, and he has become the 
judge! Now we will deal worse with you than with them.” Then they pressed hard against the man Lot, and 
drew near to break the door down. 10 But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house 
with them and shut the door. 11 And they struck with blindness the men who were at the entrance of the 
house, both small and great, so that they wore themselves out groping for the door.  
12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone you have 
in the city, bring them out of the place. 13 For we are about to destroy this place, because the outcry against 
its people has become great before the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it.” 14 So Lot went out and 
said to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, “Up! Get out of this place, for the Lord is about to 
destroy the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting.  
Genesis 19:15-22  
15 As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your two daughters who are 
here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city.” 16 But he lingered. So the men seized him and 
his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him out and 
set him outside the city. 17 And as they brought them out, one said, “Escape for your life. Do not look back or 
stop anywhere in the valley. Escape to the hills, lest you be swept away.” 18 And Lot said to them, “Oh, no, 
my lords. 19 Behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have shown me great kindness in 
saving my life. But I cannot escape to the hills, lest the disaster overtake me and I die. 20 Behold, this city is 
near enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me escape there—is it not a little one?—and my life will be 
saved!” 21 He said to him, “Behold, I grant you this favor also, that I will not overthrow the city of which you 
have spoken. 22 Escape there quickly, for I can do nothing till you arrive there.” Therefore the name of the 
city was called Zoar. 

 



II. Challenges in Contemporary Culture 
Lot might have thought, “I think I can overcome this wickedness without having to give up everything.” 
But the Lord had plans for destruction. 
The pathway to intimacy with the Lord, that is, the way of escape, is through the destruction of our idols. 
1 Corinthians 10:1-5 
1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same 
spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed 
them, and the Rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness.  
Idolatry:   A commitment to something for the purpose of serving ourselves. 
Intimacy:   A commitment to someone for the purpose of serving that person. 
1 Corinthians 10:6-14 
6 Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do not be 
idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.”  
8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single 
day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10 nor 
grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them 
as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 
12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you 
that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with 
the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.  
14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 
 

Four Sins Leading to Idolatry: 
1. Sexual Idolatry (10:8) 
2. Putting Christ to the Test (10:9) 
3. Grumbling (10:10) 
4. Standing in Defiance and False Freedom (10:12) 

 
The Truth About Sexual Temptation: 

1. Your temptation is common to man 
2. God is faithful 
3. You will not be tempted beyond your ability (when paired with Christ) 
4. He will provide a way of escape 
5. It will be a lifelong struggle of endurance 

 
Application Steps: 

1. Admit that you are struggling 
2. Normalize the conversation 
3. Commit the rest of the spring to gaining ground in this area 
4. Spend time in prayer 
5. Pursue intimacy with God through spending time in His word 
6. Get a good resource book 

Pure Desire by Ted Roberts  
– Deals with the issue of sexual purity 
– $18 (Amazon) 

 
 



Dealing with Pornography 
1. Define the Problem 
2. Understand Family History Roots 
3. Realize the Life of “Agony” 
4. Avoid Patterns of Failure 
5. Commit to Redemptive Environment 

 


