
Narrative #1 - Perpetual Parishioners 
In 2025, church will be a place of sentimental seniors 

and dogmatic do-gooders, either re-living what was once 
familiar to them in practice, or just a place to connect with 
others from their generation. In one sense, they are easy 
to serve. They don’t need an internet connection to 
worship, and the paper bound hymnals still contain the 
right songs.  

The sermons, to them, seem like repeats, mostly 
because they are not there primarily to learn, but rather 
to experience something that has already past. Their goal 
is not spiritual maturity, but Christian reflection. Attempts 
to change the setting are often met with resistance and 
rhetoric that includes the latest political agenda on one 
side or the other. Any money is given out of a 
philanthropic worldview or a sense of duty - often with 
expectations attached. They already believe their country 
is headed downhill - and they deem themselves faithful for 
having the courage to ride their religion all the way to 
the bottom. 

Narrative #2 - Animated Attenders 
In 2025, traditional church is a place of hope, 

encouragement and learning. People are engaging in all 
sorts of activities - whenever the doors are open. When 
the pastor speaks, the audience hangs on every word, 
takes copious notes, and they can repeat the three-point 
outline by heart. 

But at a closer look, all this knowledge isn’t always 
translating into faith-filled growth. People are more 
educated, but leave feeling they could never know 
enough to teach like “the professionals.” They want to 
grow, but without “doing the work of the evangelist” the 
good news of the gospel seems to stay within the confines 
of the church’s building. And with technology providing 
the message within wi-fi’s reach, it doesn’t seem so 
necessary to risk the rejection or malign the message. 
“We better just leave that up to the seminary grads and 
podcast providers.” Besides, it’s hard making friends with 
neighbors when there are so many books to read, Bible 
studies to attend, and committees on which to serve.
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Narrative #3 - Unaffiliated Abstainers 
In the year 2025, churches are like bomb shelters - 

they tell a partial story of the nation’s history, but most 
have been converted to some other more eclectic use. 
Denominations have all but died a painful death, the 
bitter fights brought further scarring to those already 
jaded by empty religion. 

Those traditional churches that remain lack a relevant 
outreach to youth, or deal with those that have been 
disenfranchised by their own cultures. Budgets have been 
slashed, and with it pastors and programs. Religion is not 
only seen as outdated, but the cause for many of the 
social ills of the day. 

Yet committed Christians shed the identity of 
organized religion and begin meeting with people on 
their own comfortable territory. Pubs, clubs, hobbies are 
the new pews, and congregations range from one to five 
people. Amidst all the skepticism, there is a fresh wind 
and an empowered people talking about a relationship 
instead of a religion. 

Narrative #4 - Self-Determining Seekers 
In the year 2025, church growth statistics show a 

large decline, but it is hard to account for what is 
happening among the 18-39 year olds. Involvement is at 
an all-time high, but rarely in the traditional organizations 
that once led the Christian faith. Loose networks of 
boutique organizations share participants, overlap 
visions, and have far fewer regulations for involvement. 
Christians have learned not to leave the world as they 
struggle not to love it - and they develop meaningful 
relationships with the people around them. It is a 
generation that really knows its “neighbors” - though 
often only virtually. 

Independent churches with young staff continue to 
thrive, but only on the condition that they serve the whims 
of their attendees. Traditional churches struggle as they 
hold to their own ideas of success - often tied to vision 
and mission statements that ring with “taking ground” to 
plant other “colonial representatives.” But in reality, 
Church, Inc. has already died.
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