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“Divorce and Remarriage” 

Matthew 19:3-9 
 
 

In this challenging passage, the Pharisees ask Jesus to pick sides in a 
well-known debate: “Is a man allowed to divorce his wife for any and 
every reason?” Though He eventually answers the question in the 
negative, Jesus spends the majority of the passage correcting our false 
understanding of marriage. Marriage is not a legal contract to sign today 
and dissolve tomorrow. It’s a new creation by God, Himself. Therefore, 
divorce inflicts serious pain and damage on all involved. Though it is 
allowed by God in narrowly defined situations, we should do absolutely 
everything we can to ensure that our marriages last a lifetime. 
 

[Parental warning: some portions of this sermon may not be 
appropriate for elementary age or younger children.] 

 
Matthew 19:3-9 
 

• 19:3 – a question meant to entrap  
 
Deuteronomy 24:1 
When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no 
favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes 
her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from 
his house… 
 
– Shammai – “an indecent matter” = divorce for adultery only 
– Hillel – “indecency or another matter” = divorce for any matter at all 
 
Q: “In this debate, is Hillel right that a man can divorce his wife for ‘any 
matter at all’?” 
 

• 19:4-6 – Jesus redirects the discussion 
– Correct their misunderstanding of marriage… 

• v4: Gen 1:27 – creation of first humans 
• v5: Gen 2:24 – creation of first marriage 
 
not a human contract that you sign today and dissolve 
tomorrow… but an act of creation by God  
 

– So they begin to understand the consequences of divorce 
• divorce always creates pain & damage 



• divorce is not a solution to problems, it’s simply an exchange of 
problems  
 
“For the best part of thirty years we have been conducting a vast 
experiment with the family, and now the results are in: the decline of 
the two-parent, married-couple family has resulted in poverty, ill-
health, educational failure, unhappiness, anti-social behavior, isolation 
and social exclusion for thousands of women, men and children.” 
from Experiments in Living: The Fatherless Family by Rebecca O'Neill 
 

– WRONG: “What are the grounds for divorce?” 
– RIGHT: “What can I be doing to ensure my marriage will last a lifetime?” 

• Come back next week!! 
 

• 19:7 – Pharisees press for an answer 
 

• 19:8-9 – Jesus ends the debate 
– v8 – you’ve misunderstood Moses’ point 
– v9 – Hillel is wrong – divorce for porneia, not for “any matter”  

 
Biblical Grounds for Divorce & Remarriage 
 

1. porneia – extra-marital sex: adultery, incest, prostitution, homosexual acts, 
etc. 
 
Exodus 21:10-11 
“If a man sells his daughter as female slave [and later she becomes the 
master’s wife]… If [her owner] takes to himself another woman, he may not 
reduce [the slave wife’s] food, clothing, or conjugal rights. If he will not do 
these three things for her, then she shall go out for nothing, without 
payment of money.”  
 

2. life-threatening neglect or behavior 
 
1 Corinthians 7:12-13,15 
…if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live 
with him, he must not divorce her. And a woman who has an unbelieving 
husband, and he consents to live with her, she must not send her husband 
away… Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the 
sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace.  
 

3. permanent abandonment 
 
ALL other reasons invalid 
Remarriage after invalid divorce = adultery 

 
 



My Personal View 
• marriage is meant to be monogamous 
• marriage is heterosexual 
• marriage is meant to be lifelong 
• divorce & remarriage are allowed only for narrowly defined grounds 

– porneia, life-threatening neglect or behavior, permanent abandonment  
• divorce is never mandatory 
• reconciliation is always preferable if possible  

 
To those already divorced 
 

• You had biblical grounds:  
– Freedom from shame  

You are not 2nd class! 
– Freedom to remarry  

But reconciliation preferable if possible 
 

• You caused the divorce or divorced without biblical grounds: 
– serious conviction 

• confess to God and to those you’ve hurt 
• if not remarried, pursue reconciliation 
• If remarried, commit to make new marriage work 
 

– superabundant grace 
 
Romans 5:20 
…but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more  
 

– supernatural healing  
 
Jeremiah 32:17 
‘Ah Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great 
power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You. 
 


