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The King's Wisdom on Wealth 
Matthew 6:19-24 

 
 

Wealth is a window to the soul. It can reveal what we value, what we love, what we worship. 
Because earthly wealth is fleeting, we are foolish to pursue it. However, wealth from God enriches 
us both now and forever. 

 
Sermon on the Mount affirms this longing for the best. BLESSED are those who... 

− Strong emphasis on “reward.” 5:46; 6:1, etc. 
− Sermon = enlightened self-interest. We want the best; God wants us to have the best… but in the right 

way at the right time.  
− That best includes “wealth.” God wants us to have wealth...right way, right time. 

 
Throughout Jesus’ teaching, He talked a lot about wealth. 

− Over 2000 verses about money; one of the most frequent topics; 1 out of 3 parables.  
− Enormously important. It is a reflection of what we really love; level of trust 
− One of the primary truths of Jesus’ teaching on wealth... 

 
I. Wealth is a window to the soul – Mt 6:19-21 
 

Not the only window. One of the most revealing 
• Ex - David McConaugh, Money, the Acid Test  
• Reveals our worship. worship = ascribe worth 
• We become like what we worship – 1 Cor 3:18 
• Transforms our character for better or for worse 
• How we invest money and time reveals what we love, and in time changes us 

 
Mt 6:22-24. You can’t worship two things; life can’t be devoted to two things 
 

You can work a job and love your family. You can divide time, you have to divide time, but what is 
MOST important in your life? 
 
Problem is not with wealth, but with wealth usurping God’s place. 

 
Big idea: Wealth is a wonderful servant but a terrible master 

 
II. Don’t treasure foolish treasures – Mt 6:19 
 

No secure banks. Credit cards. Debit cards. Check books. 
o Hide your wealth in your house. Stolen by thief 
o Bury your wealth – rust, corrode, stolen or lost 
o Ex – sister and cousin buried their money in a box on the beach 
o Wealth of this world is just like this world – corruptible, easily lost  

 
A. Wealth has wings - Prov. 23:4-5; 
 



 

B. Even when it doesn’t take flight, there is never enough - Luke 12:13-15 
 

Greed = “to have more” 
− Greed is the logical result of the belief that there is no life after death. Sir Frederick 

Catherwood, Evangelicals Now, Sept, 1994. 
− Believe in eternity with our minds but not our hearts 

 
Luke 12:16-19; bigger barns. Would he have been content? 

 
For Americans with household incomes under $25,000, they believe it would take $54,000 a 
year to fulfill the American dream. Those who make $100,000 plus crave an average of 
$192,000. In other words, the American Dream usually lies nearly twice the distance away. Amy 
Bernstein, U.S. News & World Report, July 27, 1992, p. 11.  
 
How much money is enough? John D. Rockefeller, “Just a little bit more.” 

− Deceitful. Like a drug 
 
Luke 12:20-21 

 
C. Loving wealth is destructive – 1 Tim 6:9-10 

 
“Love of money” not money itself; being wealthy is not condemned 

− “to stretch out; to reach after”; RR, 634 
− to drown in the sea 

 
Greed for four cars or four donkeys 
 
Matt 6:19, 20. θησαυρός = repository. Problem is not having it 

 
Why is love of wealth so dangerous? 
 

1. PURSUIT of money destroys contentment; Cannot enjoy what they have 
− There are two ways to get enough: One is to accumulate more and more, the other 

is to desire less. G.K. Chesterton.  
 

2. Entices us away from faith – trust in riches. 1 Tim 6:10 
− People uncomfortable talking about money in church.  Church is about making 

disciples.  If we don’t handle money well we won’t worship well.  We need to talk 
about wealth frequently. 

 
3. Tears families apart 

− “Approximately 50% of all marriages fail, and finances are listed as the leading cause 
of divorce by a factor of four to one.”  Larry Burkett “Answers to your questions 
about debt and credit,”  

− Father who works all the time; I did it because I love you.  In relationships, time is 
everything. 

− One or both spouses are accumulating debt, creating fear 
− Families who are suing one another over inheritance, land, money. Reach 

settlement and never speak again. 
 



 

Practically, where do we begin? Reorient our hearts and minds toward wealth 
 
− See ourselves as stewards, not owners – Ps. 50:10-12 
− See wealth as a tool, as a resource – to enjoy and to share 

o Become masters of our money, not slaves to our longings 
o What does it look like to use wealth as a tool? 

 
III. Invest for eternity – 1 Tim. 6:17-19 

 
− Luke 12:33-34 
− Parable – Luke 16:1-9 
− 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 
 
To the degree I invest for eternity, I reveal what my heart actually loves 
 
How do I stop worshipping wealth, and instead worship with my wealth? Practices which transform my 
heart. 

 
1. Start worshipping now, even if it is a little  
 

Mark 12:41-44; Widow’s two coins 
− Heavily in debt 

 
2. Worship regularly and consistently – 1 Cor. 16:1-2 
 
3. Learn to worship generously – 2 Cor 9:6 

 
1988 Gallup Poll; Americans tend to give a lower percentage of their income as they  make more 
money; Whitney, p. 144-145 
 
How much? Between you and the Lord. 

 
C.S. Lewis. I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give.  I am afraid the 
only safe rule is to give more than we can spare.  

 
“Tithing” – 10% in Old Testament; New Testament doesn’t affirm or condemn; Old Testament 
actually had freewill offerings, special offerings for the poor, all debts forgiven every 7 years, 
margin for poor to glean in fields; culture of generosity. Give as you have received, both 
spiritually and financially. 
 
Don’t get legalistic. Enjoy.  

− Mt 7:9-11. 1 Tim. 6:17. James 1:17. Land flowing with milk and honey. 
 
4. Learn to worship joyfully – 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

− Don’t give like you give to IRS. Give like an engagement ring. Give like a toy train to a 4-year old. 
− Why give joyfully? Like saying “cheer up” when someone sad. Give me a reason.   
− 2 Cor. 9:6 

 
5. Learn to worship wisely 

− Family – 1 Timothy 5:8 



 

− Local church where you worship – Gal. 6:6 
o Galatians 6:6. The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one 

who teaches him.  
− Believers in need, the body of Christ 

o Gal 6:10. So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and 
especially to those who are of the household of the faith.  

− Local ministries; The Poor 
− Missions 

o Who is doing effective work in making disciples and planting church? 
− I encourage a diverse portfolio 
− Engage your kids 

 
Application 
 
Spend some time today evaluating how you give. Where is your heart? 
 
 


