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The Glory of the King 
Matthew 17:1-8 

 
 

Jesus is the glory of God; therefore, Jesus is all that God is. Though His glory overwhelms us, yet 
because of His abundant grace, He welcomes us into His presence. But come respectfully, reverently 
and in awe of His greatness. Come faithfully, unfailingly, and you will be changed into the likeness of 
His glory forever. 

 
I liked all superheroes – Batman, The Flash, Hulk; Superman was a favorite. No one knew who he really was. 
Mild mannered Clark Kent with thick glasses, even though he could really see through walls. Co-worker, Lois 
Lane so condescending toward Clark, but when Superman showed up... 
• Whether writer Jerry Siegel and artist Joe Shuster, who created Superman as high school students living 

in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1933 knew it or not, they were playing off of a biblical, messianic theme.  
• Jesus is the ultimate superhero. He is superman, but His greatness was covered. Almost everyone 

missed it. Even as Christians, we often treat Jesus like Clark Kent. Casual in our attitudes and 
interactions, forgetting He is the glory of God. 

 
C.S. Lewis, Chronicles of Narnia, Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe. Children meet Mr. and Mrs. Beaver who 
describe Aslan (who is a Christ figure) to the children. 

Mr. Beaver: “I tell you he is King of the wood and the son of the great emperor-beyond-the-sea. Don’t you 
know who is the King of the Beasts? Aslan is a lion – the Lion, the great lion.” 
“ooh!” said Susan, “I’d thought he was a man. Is he – quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a 
lion.” 
“That you will, dearie, and no mistake” said Mrs Beaver; “if there’s anyone who can appear before Aslan 
without their knees knocking, they’re either braver than most or else just silly.” 
“Then he isn’t safe?” said Lucy. 
“Safe?” said Mr Beaver; “don’t you hear what Mrs Beaver tells you? Who said anything about safe? ‘Course 
he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.” 

 
Matthew 17, Jesus briefly pulls back the veil and shows us His glory. He reminds us who He truly is. He is not 
safe, but He is good. 
 
READ Matthew 16:28-17:2 
 
1. Jesus is all that God is 
• Context of Mt 16 

o Who do you say that I am? Suffer and die. Peter: no way! Get behind Me Satan 
o Cost of discipleship 
o Return to judge all people. All authority. Some of you will get a chance to see it. 

• Consistent testimony of scripture – the Son is God, and He is glorious 
o Pre-incarnate glory. Even before He took on human flesh. Daniel 7:13-14 

� Proper response? Reverence, fear 
o Incarnation veiled His glory. Did not surrender deity, or diminish deity. 

� Isaiah 53:2 
� Philippians 2:5-11 

o Transfiguration unveiled His glory briefly – John 1:14-18 



 

o Transfiguration unveiled His glory briefly – John 1:14-18 
� Moses caught a glimpse. Ex 33:18-23 
� 1 Tim 6:16 
� Incarnation veiled the glory of God in the Son; transfiguration pulled back the veil 

partially and briefly. 
o Return will leave remove all doubt 

� Rev 1:12-18. Proper response? Fear, awe, wonder, reverence. 
• Matthew 17:2-6. What did they see? They saw “glory” 

o Heavy, weighty 
o Importance, supreme importance. Who God is ranks above all else 

� Sum total of all His attributes 
� Holiness, righteousness, goodness 

o Beauty, radiance. See and feel what is true. How God appears is without rival 
� Ex – Tony Evans; your wife reveals her glory. Response? Praise! 

• These three given a glimpse so that when they lay the foundation of the Church they will proclaim Jesus 
as He truly is, God most glorious. Not just a man, God in human flesh. 

• But there’s more – 17:7-8 
• Jesus is all that God is. He isn’t safe, but He’s good. Not destroyed but lifted up. 

 
2. Jesus achieves/does all that God has ordained 
• Why did the Son of God take on human flesh, veiling His glory? John 6:38 
• Why was Jesus on the mountain? Will of the Father. God called Him to the mountain. 

o Significance of going to the mountain. Be alone with God; hear from God. 
o Luke 9:28. Prayer. What was He praying about? 
o Luke 9:30b-31. His departure.  

• Moses and Elijah each had a significant role in God’s plan and now it is Jesus’ time 
o Moses represented Law 

� Holiness of God; sinfulness of man 
� 2 Cor 3 Letter kills; ministry of death; ministry of condemnation 

o Elijah represented prophets 
� Calling the people to repentance; back to God 
� Ministry of the prophets failed. Moments of revival. 
� Mt 23:37. Jerusalem kills the prophets 

o Moses also represented the future 
� Foreshadow of a greater prophet to come – Deut 18 

o Elijah represented the future 
� Foreshadow of coming of God’s king – Mal 4 

o Jesus. Speaking of His departure. Jesus’ role in God’s plan 
� Jesus almost certainly had anxiety about that plan 
� Garden of Gethsemane He prayed about the same thing 

• Peter, James and John, His three closest friends 
o He wanted their support 
o Garden of Gethsemane, invited same three; same result – they slept 

• Woke up to see glory! Peter’s first reaction: Matthew 17:4 
• Matthew 17:4. Let’s camp out right here. This is as good as it gets! 

o Many of you don’t particularly enjoy sleeping in a tent. First and only time I took my wife tent 
camping was disastrous. Mosquitos; rocks; sounds; fear; no sleep. So if I were to say in my 
home, let’s pitch a tent, not a good reaction 

o Feast of Tabernacles/Booths/Succoth Israel pitched set up lean-to outdoors, all around 
Jerusalem. 
� Retrospective - Lev 23:42-43 



 

• Remembering God’s protection and provision in the wilderness 
� Prospective; looking to the future; anticipatory; foreshadowing 

• Zechariah 14:16 
� Brief history of God’s glory/presence among His people 

• Tabernacle – Exodus 40:34-38 
• 2 Chron 7:1-3. Temple of Solomon; no place for man to stand 
• Glory departed – Ezekiel 10:4, 18-19; 11:22-23 
• Temple restored, but not to its former glory – Haggai 2:3, 9 

� Fulfilled the moment Jesus entered Temple. Veiled, so they missed it. 
� But Jesus will return and restore glory/presence of God among His people 
� He is fulfilling it now in you and through you!  
� Colossians 1:27. Christ in you, the hope of glory. Tozer – Man, the dwelling place of God. 

You are the temple of God. 
 
3. Jesus fulfills in us all that God intends 
• Vision of our destiny – Daniel 12:3;Phil 3:21;  
• We can begin to experience this now 
• Continually behold the Son 

o Angels shine because they are in His presence 
o Moses’ face shone, but faded 
o Peter and James and John beheld Jesus’ glory; John and Peter wrote about it 
o TURN: 2 Peter 1:16-19 

� Only Moses ascended the mountain 
� Only Elijah ascended the mountain 
� Only Peter, James and John ascended the mountain 

o 2 Cor 3:15, 18 
o Learn to worship. Worship and witness are the 2 primary callings 
o Our sin is a problem with our worship. We have been fooled into valuing something more highly 

than God. 
• Race in...but in reverence and awe – Matt 17:5-8 

o Right response is fear; hit the deck 
o Exodus 20:18-20. Beautifully baffling passage. All the people perceived the thunder and the 

lightning flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people 
saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance... Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for 
God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so 
that you may not sin.”  

o Hebrews 4:14-16. Let us draw near with confidence 
� Jesus is all that God is – glorious and good 

 
Application 
 
Confess 
• What have you come to love more than Jesus? What occupies your thoughts, attention, and passion; 

where do you invest your time and your money? 
 
Meditate 
• Memorize Daniel 7:13-14 

 
 
 



 

Worship 
All of life is worship, but music is powerful and a bit mysterious. It connects mind and emotion like nothing 
else can. You may not be a big music person, but I want to challenge you to stretch yourself. Maybe you 
can’t sing at all, that’s OK. My grandfather couldn’t sing, but you could hear his voice singing hymns over the 
noise of his bulldozer. 
• Hillsong, O Praise the Name 
• Hillsong, Man of Sorrows 
• Bethel, Ever Be 
• Fernando Ortega, Hymns of Worship 
• Sovereign Grace Music, All That Thrills My Soul 

 


