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Matthew Matthew Matthew Matthew 20:2020:2020:2020:20----28282828    

Sermon Reflection Questions  
These questions are designed to help individuals, families, and small groups discuss and apply passages in the 
Matthew sermon series as taught at Grace Bible Church in Spring 2017.  
 
Observe & Interpret 
Read Matthew 20:20-28 and answer the following questions:  
 

-Why did Matthew record James and John’s request immediately following Jesus’ 
prediction of His death and resurrection? What is the connection Matthew is making for 
us?  
 
-Why were the other disciples angry with James and John?  
 
 
-What did Jesus indicate were the problems with their request? Did He take issue with 
their desire for greatness, or with something else? 
 
 
-Why did Jesus say that service is the pathway to greatness in His kingdom?  
 
 

Apply 
In what ways does pride manifest itself in your own life? What situations or circumstances 
tempt you think, “I deserve better than this”? 
 
 
 
What are some practical ideas for rooting out pride in your heart and mind?  
 
 
 
Find one way to serve in secret this week – serve somebody in need, but don’t tell anyone what 
you’re doing!  
 
 
Memorize: Matthew 20:26b-28 – “Whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your 
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”  
 



Grace Bible Church, 2017  2 

Additional Questions 
Why did Jesus tell the disciples not to talk about the Transfiguration until after His resurrection?  
 
 
 
How does Matthew 17:1-8 relate to Matthew 16:28? Is this a fulfillment of Christ’s promise of 
the kingdom? Why or why not?  
 
 
 
Define “glory.” What is the proper response for any person who catches a glimpse of the glory 
of God (Exodus 33:18-23; Isaiah 6:1-5; 1 Timothy 6:16; Revelation 1:12-18)? 
 
 
 
After tracing the presence of God’s glory among His people throughout biblical history (Exodus 
40:34-38; 1 Chronicles 7:1-3; John 1:14), what is the theological and practical the significance of 
Paul’s statements in Colossians 1:27 and 1 Corinthians 6:19-20? 
 
 


