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The King's Commission 
Matthew 28 

 
 

William Barclay once said, "There are two great days in a person's life - the day we are born and the 
day we discover why." Why are we here, followers of Jesus? To make disciples who make disciples 
among all the nations, so that one day there will be men and women surrounding the throne of God, 
worshipping Him because we figured out the purpose of life and got with the program. 

 
When we were last with the disciples, they were frustrated, discouraged and disoriented. They thought they 
knew the task – rule over Israel and the world from 12 thrones with Jesus. Then He died. Then He rose. Then He 
started talking about a kingdom all over again, but it wouldn’t look at all like what they were expecting. And so 
Jesus made their job perfectly clear. And Jesus has made our job perfectly clear. He doesn’t want us frustrated 
but fulfilled. 

William Barclay “There are two great days in a person's life – the day we are born and the day we 
discover why.” 

 
READ Matthew 28:16-20 
 
OUR JOB 
• Make disciples.  

o Other “jobs,” tasks, roles, but this is your ultimate purpose 
� Not here just to be a good student, graduate, get a job, find a spouse, buy a house, raise 

family, retire and die. 
� Not even here to attend church, sing songs, go to Bible study – all good 
� “As you are going...make disciples”; as you are doing life, use all of these roles and 

responsibilities to discover ways to make disciples 
o What is a disciple? 
o Mathetes (μαθητής). Common term and concept in Greek/Roman world 

� Learner, follower. Student attached self to teacher to learn a way of life 
� Not just information, or philosophy, but how to live 

o Mt 28:19. Baptizing them in the name of Father, Son and Spirit 
� Teachers baptized disciples. 
� Help them learn to identify with Father, Son and Spirit 

• Form new and stronger identity 
• No longer just a Jew, son/daughter of Abraham 
• No longer just a fisherman, tax collector, carpenter 
• No longer just a Roman citizen; merchant, sailor, politician 
• No longer just an Aggie, husband, wife, professor 
• Now members of the family of God 

o Change in identity also changes attitudes, speech, behavior 
� Mt 28:19-19. Teaching them to obey. Not just know, but do and become. 
� Biblical description: Galatians 4:19. Ephesians 4:13 

o Definition: Loves most what matters most. Jesus and the kingdom He is building 
o Who are you? What do you love most? What are you replicating? 

� Draw others into whatever it is we are excited about 
� I’m an Aggie graduate. Unemployed, but finished. Ring, diploma 



� I’m a fan of Aggie baseball, football, soccer, hockey 
� I’m a fan of engineering, education, accounting 
� These things add value to my life and they can add value to yours as well 
� Sing the praises of what we love 
� All good, but not the most important 
� Mt 28:19. “As you are going, studying, graduating, parenting, working...” 

o Must be a disciple to make a disciple 
� Become a Christian by grace through faith 
� Gradually learn to live as a disciple. Say no to sin and lesser loves. 
� Discover purpose and then I begin to make other disciples 
� Sea of Galilee v. Dead Sea (no life) 

• Mt 28:19. Make disciples among all nations.  
o Mt 28. All ethne 

� English = “people groups.” Group of people who share a common history, language, 
beliefs, and identity. there are 196 countries (nation/states) in the world but there are 
more than 16,000 people groups (China – 56; India – 450). About 7,000 are unreached, 
meaning that less than 2% of the population is evangelical Christians. As many as 3,000 
of those have no missionaries, no churches, and no believers. 

o Overwhelming?  
o Why not pursue something simpler, more immediately gratifying, less overwhelming? 

 
OUR MOTIVATION – 4 things that should move us forward  

1) Gratitude – 2 Cor 5:14-15 
o Love controls us 

2) Compassion – Mt 9:36; Romans 9 
3) Obedience – Mt 28:18 

o Only one imperative = make disciples 
o  “All authority has been given to Me [not to you]” 
o Not the Great “Suggestion, opinion, idea, option” 
o Most of us are Americans. We believe in democracy. Everyone should love democracy. Rule of 

the people. Promote it everywhere. But it is not the ultimate form of government. Dictatorship. 
All-wise, all-knowing, all loving authority from Jesus is in our best interest. 

4) Worship 
o Ascribe worth; learn to value what matters 
o We do what we love. When our affections are re-formed, we live differently because we love 

differently 
o John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad, 17. Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship 

is. Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is 
ultimate, not man. When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on 
their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But 
worship abides forever. 

o But now we do missions because not everyone worships, and they need to experience what we 
have in Christ 

o Revelation 7:9-12 
 
OUR STRATEGY. How do we make disciples? Acts 1:8 (3 resources given to the Church) 

1) Spirit of God. Prayerful dependence. Mt 28:20 (with you always) 
2) Word of God. Luke 24:44-49 

o Isaiah 55:11; Jer 23:29; Hebrews 4:12 
o GOSPEL of God’s grace in Jesus Christ 

 



3) People of God 
o Alternative strategies are available 
o 11 disciples and about 100 more disciples 
o They began to multiply in the midst of suffering. 250 yrs later official religion 

• Power of multiplication over addition 
o If we become a room of people who love Jesus for ourselves, we are missing the point and we 

are missing out 
o Make disciples who make disciples 

� Disciple is one who loves most what matters most, and passes that along to others 
� 2 Timothy 2:2 

o Math of spiritual multiplication: 
� Decide to go it alone. Win 1000 people to Christ per day; 20,548 years to reach 7.5 

billion people, by which time the population will have grown and you would never catch 
up 

� Decide to start alone. Share your faith with You win one person per year and disciple 
that person for one year; repeat the process in year 2 as does the person you taught to 
follow Jesus 

� 28 years -- 268 million 
� 32 years -- 4.29 billion 
� 33 years -- 8.59 billion 

 
Church we can do this, by the power of God’s Spirit. What’s holding us back? 
• Mt 28:17 – some were doubtful 

o about resurrection 
o about the mission. Looking for something better, easier 

• But then the Spirit of God came over them. Same Spirit you have. 
• From doubt to devotion 

o Convinced by Jesus over 40 days. Resurrection real. 
o Gave up their lesser dreams of “kingdom” 

• From fear to faith 
o Witnesses of resurrection 
o Gave their lives, health, property 

• Challenge: Let God’s Spirit rearrange your life 
 
William Barclay “There are two great days in a person's life - the day we are born and the day we discover why.” 
 
Application  
 
Get started this week 
• Don’t wait until you are perfect! 
• Identify your Jerusalem, Judea/Samaria, Uttermost parts – Acts 1:8 

o Jerusalem 
� Where you live work and play. Friends, family, people like yourself 

o Judea/Samaria – near you but different from you. Economic, education, culture 
o Uttermost parts – distant in terms of geography and culture 

� How can I do anything practical for such people? 
� Go. Most missionaries weren’t born missionaries 
� Pray 
� Give 
� International students 

 



• Initiate a spiritual conversation 
• Invest in someone near you 

o Could we pray together once a week, even on the phone, for our friends and family who don’t 
know Jesus? 

o Could we read the gospel of John together for 30 minutes each week? 
o Could we memorize a few verses together? 

 
One of our greatest motivations for the Great Commission is gratitude 
 
 


