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“Good... Better... or Best?” 
Philippians 1:9-11 

 

 
Paul gives thanks for the Philippian believers - they have been full 

participants in the gospel (1:3-8). However, he is not complacent 
about their future. He wants even more for them. He wants them to 

lead lives that matter; to discern and choose the best; to live in a 
manner that reflects the righteousness of Christ, as they love God 

and one another… all to the glory and praise of God. 
 

I. Choose to love 
 

A. Love is choice 

 
Different types of “love” 

Eros – desire to possess for self 
Phileo – affection 

Agape – rare; inferior word in classical Greek. Jesus and apostles 
elevated the term 

 
Not affection. Affection not bad (Phil. 1:8). 

Mt. 5:43-48; Love your enemies…and so be like God 
 

Primary mark of followers 
By this will all men know. 

God is love. God so loved. Father, forgive them. 
While being reviled He did not revile in return. 

Greater love has no man. 

 
B. Love can grow 

 
“abound”; favorite word of Paul’s; 1 Thess. 3:11-12 

 
Mt. 14:20 (feed 5000) – 12 baskets of “left overs”; 

Mt. 15:37 (feed 4000) – 7 baskets “left over.” 
“to make ‘over-rich’” — Kittel abridged 

 
John 21:6 – provided abundance of fish (nets about to break) 

 
Not a rebuke - 1 Thess. 4:9-10 



 

Love so well that people say “Please, no more love” 
 

Object of love not clarified. Just love. Love for God; family; friends; 
fellow believers. Love for God and others tied together; 1 John 

 
C. Love discerns 

 
Knowledge; I would have expected “passion” or “zeal” 

 
Dichotomy for us – smart people and loving people 

 
Knowledge – OT concept. In close personal relationship with God 

because He made Himself known and person has accepted that 
revelation. 

 

Discernment; “insight”; only time in NT. 22/27 LXX occur in 
Proverbs. “…practical understanding which is keenly aware of the 

circumstances of an action….” O’Brien, 77 
 

See life and circumstances as they really are. 
 

Choosing what is best for other person. Heb. 12 
 

Love without knowledge is sentimentality. 
 

D. Love “tests & approves” 
 

“Test” – Gold; oxen; usefulness, value 
“The things that differ” = the things that are excellent or superior 

 

What does our culture say is most important? Content of public 
discourse; or what are people talking about? 

 
What really matters in this life? 

 
Love for God and others – Great Commandment 

 
Creativity of God. Uses your skills, passions, expertise as 

opportunity for you to serve others. 
 

II. Prepare for THE DAY – 1:10 
 

“For the day of Christ” 



 

VERSES. Return of Christ. Judgment seat of Christ 
 

Examples: Getting ready for big days in our lives: Wedding, Birth of 
child, New job, Big exam. 

God has given us what we need to prepare for The Day. 
 

Basis for evaluation: 
A. “sincere” = Motives. Why do you do what you do? 

 
No leaven (unmixed). Metal without alloys 

 
Vessel without wax. “judged by the sun” 

 
1 Cor. 4:5; James 4:3 

 

B. “blameless” = Impact on others 
 

“not stumbling” 
 

“cause to stumble”; others walked more closely with Lord because of 
me 

 
C. “fruit of righteousness” = Alignment with Christ 

 
Product, outcome of righteousness. Gal. 5:22 

 
D. “which comes through” = Source of power 

 
Am I humbly dependent, or self-righteously independent? 

 

How do I know? Who gets the credit? 
 

“to the glory and praise of God” 
 

He receives glory from us 
 

He shares glory with us 
 

Conclusion 
 

Are you prepared? Are you complacent? Is God stirring you to do more 
in your life? 

 


