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“Earthly Priorities for Heavenly Citizens” 
Philippians 1:1-2 

 

 
The book of Philippians teaches us what it means to live on earth as 

citizens of heaven. In just the first two verses of the book we learn 
about the new identity that all citizens of heaven have received, an 

identity wholly founded in our connection to Jesus Christ and 
revealed by Paul in three parts. We are saints in Christ, we are 

slaves of Christ, and we are servant-leaders for Christ. 
 

Who wrote it? 
▪ Paul’s background – 3:5-6 

- Pharisee & persecutor of the church 

- Damascus road conversion 
- Apostle to the Gentiles 

- Ministry through letters 
▪ Current situation – 1:12-13 

 
To whom did he write? 

▪ Church in Philippi 
- First church founded in Europe 

- Acts 16 – about 10 yrs before the letter 
- Remarkably faithful church 

- In a very significant city 
 

Roman Citizenship 
▪ Governed by Roman Law 

▪ No taxes 

▪ No torture or prison w/o trial 
▪ Right to own and sell land 

 
The big idea 

What does it mean to be a citizen of heaven? 
▪ Our privileges and priorities 

▪ In the midst of… 
◦ Internal disunity 

◦ False teaching 
◦ Persecution 

 
A New Identity (1:1-2) 



1. SAINTS in Christ 

▪ hagios – that which is holy, set apart 
 

Romans 1:7 
to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to 

you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

▪ “saint” ID brings great privilege: grace and peace (v2) 
 

Ephesians 1:7 
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 

our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 
 

John 14:6 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 

one comes to the Father but through Me.” 

 
2. SLAVES of Christ 

▪ doulos – a slave, not a hired hand 
▪ Our motivation: 

◦ Christ was a slave first for our benefit 
 

Romans 6:16 
Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone 

as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you 
obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in 

righteousness? 
 

◦ Infinitely better than the alternative 
 

▪ Overseers (elders) – lead & protect 

▪ Deacons – lead through service 
 

3. SERVANT-LEADERS for Christ 
 

Raising up next-generation leaders 
To reach our world for Christ 

 
Heavenly Citizens have a New Identity 

 
1. SAINTS in Christ 

Our privileged position  
2. SLAVES of Christ 

Our privileged duty 



3. SERVANT-LEADERS for Christ 

Our privileged opportunity 
 


